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Preface 


This  family  data  was  put  into  a book  to  show  the  courage,  grit,  and 
undaunted  spirit  of  my  pioneer  family  and  their  kindred  from  the 
time  they  set  foot  on  American  soil. 

These  loyal,  upright,  preserving  families  labored  long  hours,  bled, 
and  sacrificed  to  make  their  dreams  of  a happy,  prosperous  home- 
land for  themselves  and  their  descendents  come  true. 

A writer  once  said,  “The  price  of  Liberty  is  eternal  vigilance”  and 
another  writer  replied,  “Yes,  let  us  gather  the  fragments  that  nothing 
be  lost.  We  must  show  the  next  ages  what  Liberty  cost.”  The  so- 
ciety of  America  owes  a huge  debt  to  these  and  other  brave  pioneers, 
as  well  as,  much  praise. 

The  data  used  was  taken  from  letters,  Bible  records,  cemetery  rec- 
ords, scrapbooks,  newspapers,  pieces  of  old  books,  photoprints  of 
land  grants,  published  records  in  books,  and  recollections  of  the 
family. 

The  family  tree  of  many  Americans  first  took  root  in  Virginia  soil. 

The  branches  have  spread  south,  west,  north,  and  east  while  leaves 
have  blown  everywhere  today. 

“Breathes  there  a man  with  soul  so  dead 
Who  ne’er  unto  himself  hath  said  : 

‘This  is  my  own  native  land.’  ” 

I am  indebted  to  publishers  for  their  skill  in  making  a book.  To 
County  Court  Clerks  in  Kentucky,  Virginia,  and  Tennessee  for 
records  and  the  checking  of  their  files;  to  the  National  Archives  and 
Records  Service,  a branch  of  the  General  Services  Administration, 
Washington,  D.  C. ; the  Virginia  State  Library  and  Archives  Di- 
vision, Richmond,  Virginia;  the  land  records  department,  Office  of 
Secretary  of  State,  Frankfort,  Kentucky;  and  the  Tennessee  State 
Library  and  Archives  Department,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

May  the  deeds  of  our  American  ancestors  stand  as  a tower-light  to 
guide  us  in  the  path  of  Christian  religion. 
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Map  showing  the  locations  of  the  first  four  distinct  settlements  in  what 

is  now  Tennessee 
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II 


Brief  History  of  Tennessee 

The  part  of  North  Carolina  that  is  notv  Tennessee 

AFTER  the  formation  of  the  Watauga  Association,  we  find  Fort 
Watauga  had  about  40  men  and  Heaton’s  Station  had  170  men 
including  some  men  of  Virginia.  At  Fort  Watauga,  James  Robertson 
was  Captain  and  John  Sevier,  Lieutenant.  They  defeated  OLD 
ABRAHAM  and  his  350  warriors.  In  1776,  Isaac  Shelby  and  Col. 
William  Cocke  left  the  fort  and  met  Dragging  Canoe  at  Island  Flatts. 
Canoe  was  wounded  and  his  best  warriors  killed.  The  settlers  called 
themselves  WHIGS  due  to  the  Indian  wars.  Often  these  early  settlers 
were  given  the  name,  “Backwoodsmen.” 

A list  of  113  men  signed  (settlers)  August  1776  a Petition  for 
annexation  to  North  Carolina.  On  November  1777,  Washington 
District  became  Washington  County  with  the  appointment  of  18 
magistrates.  These  men  took  oath  of  office  February  1778,  which 
is  often  spoken  of  as  the  First  County  Court  in  Tennessee.  Nine  of 
these  first  magistrates  had  been  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Thirteen.  One  of  the  magistrates  being  Michael  Woods,  a descendant 
of  the  Virginia  Woods  family.  At  the  battle  of  Fort  Watauga  was 
Archibald  Woods,  son  of  Michael  Woods,  Blair  Park,  Virginia. 

In  1784,  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the  United  States  the  land  that  is 
now  Tennessee.  Congress  had  two  years  to  accept  or  reject  this  grant. 
The  settlers  being  left  without  laws  to  protect  them  (really  abandoned 
by  N.C. ) and  fearing  Indian  attacks  decided  that  a new  state  should 
be  formed.  In  time,  it  was  formed  and  named  in  honor  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  . . . “State  of  Franklin’’  . . . with  John  Sevier  as  governor 
and  David  Campbell  as  judge  of  the  superior  court.  Greenville  was 
first  made  the  capital  of  this  new  state  but  later  JONESBORO 
became  the  capital. 

When  the  governor  of  North  Carolina  heard  what  had  happened 
he  ordered  the  government  be  disbanded  and  the  N.C.  Legislature 
repealed  the  act  of  cession  to  the  United  States  and  John  Sevier  was 
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then  appointed  as  brigadier  general  of  the  militia,  and  David  Camp- 
bell, was  named  judge  of  the  district.  Sevier’s  term  as  governor 
expired  March  1788. 

The  settlers  were  still  fighting  their  own  battles  with  the  Indians 
and  enduring  hardships  of  every  kind. 

Through  the  influence  of  James  Robertson  the  North  Carolina 
Legislature  named  what  is  today  Middle  Tennessee  the  “Mero  Dis- 
trict” in  honor  of  the  Spanish  governor  of  New  Orleans.  The  settlers 
of  the  frontier  still  having  ups  and  downs. 

Again  (second  time)  the  state  of  North  Carolina  ceded,  present 
land  of  Tennessee,  to  the  United  States  government.  May  1790, 
Congress  gave  it  the  title  of  “Territory  of  the  United  States  South 
of  the- Ohio  River.”  Many  land  deeds  on  file  at  Jonesboro  courthouse 
bearing  the  above  title.  President  George  Washington  appointed 
William  Blount  as  governor  of  the  new  territory,  and  David  Camp- 
bell, as  judge  of  the  superior  court.  John  Sevier  was  made  Brigadier 
General  of  Washington  District;  James  Robertson  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral of  the  Mero  District  and  Rogersville  the  capital  of  the  new 
territory  but  the  seat  of  government  was  later  moved  to  Knoxville. 

Congress  elected  the  five  members  of  the  legislative  council  . . . 
viz : Sevier,  Winchester,  Donelson,  Taylor,  Rutherford;  and  the  terri- 
torial assembly  was  elected  by  the  people  of  the  territory.  Nine 
counties  had  representatives  at  that  time.  John  Baird  was  one  man 
from  Knox  County. 

By  1795,  Indian  troubles  had  about  ended  and  the  population  had 
grown  to  about  60,000  so  in  January  1796,  the  first  constitution  of 
Tennessee  was  framed  and  in  June  1796,  President  Washington 
signed  the  act  in  Congress  that  made  Tennessee  the  sixteenth  state 
of  the  American  Union.  Andrew  Jackson  has  been  given  credit  for 
suggesting  the  name,  “TENNESSEE.”  Due  to  the  fact  large  num- 
bers of  men  volunteered  for  service  in  all  wars  and  again  in  the  War 
of  1812  . . . Tennessee  is  often  called  the  VOLUNTEER  STATE. 
Note:  Some  books  use  these  words — Long  Island  Flats 
Other  books  use — Island  Flatts 
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Map  showing-  counties  and  districts  into  which  Tennessee  was  divided 
in  1814.  (From  Carey’s  Atlas,  published  in  1814) 

Counties  of  Tennessee,  1814 


1.  Tennessee 

2.  Davidson 

3.  Sumner 

4.  Powells  Valley 

5.  Hawkins 

6.  Sullivan 


7.  Washington 

8.  Greene 

9.  Sevier 

10.  Jefferson 

1 1 . Knox 

12.  Blount 


SOME  EARLY  SCHOOLS  and  CHURCHES  of  TENNESSEE 

An  act  of  1842  established  Putnam  County  by  taking  some  of  the 
land  from  White,  Overton,  Jackson,  and  a little  from  Fentress  and 
Smith  Counties.  When  the  commissioners  selected  a permanent  lo- 
cation for  the  county-seat,  they  were  to  name  it  “Monticello”  (this 
never  happened)  and  White  Plains  was  the  temporary  county  site 
from  1842-1844  (Early  History  of  County  by  E.  H.  Boyd). 

Isaac  Buck  an  educator,  minister,  and  farmer  has  credit  for 
establishing  the  Salem  Methodist  Church,  near  Cookeville,  which  is 
said  to  be  the  oldest  church  in  Putnam  County. 

W.  W.  Bennett  in  his  book  on  METHODISM  tells  of  the  early 
work  of  ministers  from  1772-1829.  He  gives  Francis  Asbury  the 
title  of  “THE  WESLEY  of  AMERICA”  and  his  field  was  from 
Delaware  to  Kentucky.  In  1783,  Jeremiah  Lambert  is  in  Tennessee 
and  Acufif's  Chapel  is  claimed  as  the  first  church  to  be  erected  on 
Tennessee  soil.  Bishop  Asbury  held  the  first  Methodist  Conference  in 
Tennessee  about  1788.  By  1890,  Methodism  is  said  to  have  been  the 
dominant  religion  of  the  state. 

1772,  Rev.  Charles  Cummings,  a Presbyterian  minister  of  Abing- 
don, Va.,  preached  occasionally  to  the  Watauga  settlers.  Each  settler 
brought  with  him  the  Bible,  hymn-book,  and  catechism.  They  feared 
only  God  and  were  true  in  purpose,  kind-hearted,  and  possessed  a 
heroic  soul. 
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Thomas  Cary  Johnson  in  his  book  on  PRESBYTERIANISM, 
page  45,  gives  an  account  of  Patrick  Henry’s  mother  being  a very 
pious  woman;  faithful  to  her  Presbyterian  belief  and  had  a great 
influence  on  her  son  Patrick. 

On  page  76,  he  gives  a story  of  the  Battle  of  King’s  Mountain.  He 
speaks  of  Col.  William  Campbell,  Col.  James  Williams,  Col.  Shelby, 
Col.  Sevier,  and  Col.  Cleaveland  as  elders  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  the  body  of  their  troops  were  from  the  Presbyterian  settlements. 

The  early  Presbyterian  settlers  were  generally  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  grazing  and  sought  rural  shades  in  which  to  worship ; hence 
the  country  churches  antedate  those  of  towns. 

Barton  S.  Stone  is  listed  as  an  early  Presbyterian  leader  in  Ten- 
nessee. These  pioneer  preachers  were  educated ; founded  schools  and 
churches.  In  1801,  he  visited  the  camp-meeting  in  Logan  County, 
Kentucky. 

Rev.  Tidance  Lane,  in  1779,  established  Faith,  when  he  came  to 
what  is  now  East  Tennessee.  Washington  and  Sullivan  Counties  of 
Tennessee  were  the  first  to  receive  seed  of  the  Baptist  doctrine. 

I have  records  of  the  Elk  River  Association  of  Primitive  Baptist 
for  1880,  1887,  1893.  Some  of  the  churches  listed  are  of  interest  to 
me.  Bean’s  Creek,  Elk  River,  Wagner’s  Creek,  and  the  Fayetteville 
church  because  Andrew  Woods,  J.  G.  Woods,  Archey  Woods,  W.  C. 
Wilkinson,  and  J.  K.  Champion  served  as  pastors  during  the  years 
stated  above.  The  post  offices  listed  for  these  churches  were : Maxwell, 
Tenn. ; Decherd,  Term. ; Pelham,  Tenn. ; and  Fayetteville,  Tennessee. 

1788,  the  North  Carolina  Legislature  chartered  Samuel  Doak’s 
school  as  Martin  Academy. 

1795,  The  Territorial  Legislature  chartered  Martin  Academy  as 
Washington  College,  located  at  Salem  with  Rev.  Samuel  Doak  as 
president. 


GOVERNORS  OF  TENNESSEE 
Descendants  of  Virginia  or  Kentucky  Soldiers 
John  Sevier  (1796-1801)  Aaron  Vail  Brown  (1845-1847) 

Archibald  Roane  (1801-1803)  Neil  S.  Brown  (1847-1849) 
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John  Sevier  ( 1803-1809)  William  Trousdale  (1849-1851) 

Willie  Blount  (1809-1815)  William  B.  Campbell  (1851-1853) 
Isham  G.  Harris  (1857-1863)  John  C.  Brown  (1871-1875) 

Archibald  Roane  md.  Anne  Campbell,  7-24-1788,  Washington  Co., 
Va.  Anne,  a sister  to  Margaret  Campbell,  wife  of  David  Campbell, 
that  built  Campbell’s  Station,  near  Knoxville. 

WILLIAM  BOWEN  CAMPBELL 
His  father  was  David  Campbell  (b.  1781)  and  mother,  Catherine 
Bowen.  He  was  b.  1807  in  Davidson  County;  a nephew  of  Gov. 
David  Campbell  of  Virginia,  under  whom  he  studied  law.  He  was 
Tennessee’s  attorney  in  1829;  member  of  the  state  legislature  in 
1835;  a captain  in  Trousdale's  regiment  in  the  Seminole  War;  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  1837-1843;  colonel  of  First  Tennessee  Reg- 
iment in  the  Mexican  War;  a judge  of  the  circuit  court;  and  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee  (1851-1853).  In  1865,  he  was  again  sent  to 
Congress;  died  1867. 

In  the  Mexican  War  Campbell’s  regiment  was  called  “Bloody 
First.”  When  storming  Monterey,  he  did  not  give  orders  to  his  regi- 
ment but  said,  “Boys  follow  me."  These  words  were  used  as  a 
Campaign  Cry  in  1851.  He  and  Trousdale  were  great  men;  fellow- 
soldiers  and  gentlemen — always  courteous  in  debate.  He  was  Ten- 
nessee’s last  WHIG  governor  (a  Whig,  an  American  colonist  who 
supported  the  Revolutionary  War). 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  ERRORS  AND  APPEALS 
By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  the  Supreme  Court  of  Errors  and 
Appeals  was  established  and  these  judges  served:  George  W.  Camp- 
bell (1809-1811);  Archibald  Roane  (1815-1818);  Nathan  Green, 
1831. 

In  the  southern  part  of  the  United  States,  it  has  been  said  TEN- 
NESSEE furnished  most  of  the  soldiers  for  the  War  of  1812  and 
the  only  general  who  won  fame  was  Andrew  Jackson. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  CAMPBELL 
He  was  born  in  Scotland;  his  father.  Dr.  Archibald  Campbell,  and 
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his  mother,  Elizabeth  Mackay  Campbell.  His  father  died  after  com- 
ing to  America.  He  educated  himself  by  working  on  the  farm  and 
teaching ; was  considered  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  Davidson  County. 
He  was  a personal  friend  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  a director  of  the 
Nashville  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  President  Madison.  In  Nash- 
ville’s old  city  cemetery  is  the  gravestone  for  George  W.  Campbell, 
b.  2-9-1762;  d.  2-17-1848;  md.  1812,  Harriet  Stoddert,  b.  1789; 
d.  1849,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Stoddert.  When  a member  of  the 
U.  S.  Senate  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance 
and  supported  the  chartering  of  the  second  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 


KIN  FROM  KENTUCKY  TO  TENNESSEE 

Aaron  Vail  Brown  b.  Virginia  1795.  His  family  to  Tennessee 
about  1813.  He  was  educated  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina; 
partner  with  James  K.  Polk  until  he  became  a member  of  the  State 
Senate  (1821-1827);  served  in  Congress  (1839-1845);  Governor 
of  Tennessee  (1845-1847).  Was  appointed  Postmaster  General 
(1857-1859)  by  President  Buchanan;  d.  1859.  He  called  for  2,600 
soldiers  for  the  Mexican  War  and  got  30,000  (Tenn.  Volunteers). 
Some  of  the  famous  men  in  the  Mexican  War  were:  Gideon  J. 
Pillow;  W.  T.  Haskell;  William  Trousdale;  William  B.  Campbell; 
B.  F.  Cheatham;  and  William  B.  Bate.  The  six  men  left  were  prom- 
ised to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war ; instead  the  Mexican  general 
(Santa  Anna)  had  them  killed.  David  Crockett  was  one.  Brown’s 
administration  was  one  of  political  struggle  and  excitement.  Aaron 
V.  Brown  was  defeated  by  Neil  S.  Brown. 

Neil  S.  Brown  was  Governor  (1847-1849).  He  was  born  in  Giles 
County,  Tenn.  about  1810.  He  put  forth  great  effort  to  establish  a 
system  of  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS.  He  was  defeated,  1849,  for  re- 
election  as  governor. 

William  Trousdale  b.  1790  in  North  Carolina  and  moved  with  his 
family  to  Tennessee  about  1796.  He  was  elected  as  Governor  (1849- 
1851).  He  was  called  “The  War  Horse  of  Sumner  County,  Ten- 
nessee,” 
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In  1851,  General  William  Bowen  Campbell  was  elected  governor 
of  Tennessee. 

Isham  G.  Harris,  a member  of  the  Tennessee  Legislature  (1849- 
1853),  was  elected  governor  of  Tennessee  (1857-1863);  elected  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  1876,  and  served  as  senator  until 
death,  July  1897. 

John  C.  Brown  (a  brother  of  Governor  Neil  S.  Brown)  was  born 
1827 ; d.  1889.  He  was  president  of  the  state  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1870.  He  was  an  able  attorney  of  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  and 
served  in  the  Confederate  Army  from  Captain  of  Infantry  to  Major- 
general;  Governor  from  1871-1875.  Some  of  the  men  signing  at  the 
Constitutional  Convention  on  the  23rd  day  of  February,  1870,  were 
Alexander  Campbell,  Warren  Cummings,  E.  H.  Shelton,  William  H. 
Stephens,  W.  M.  Wright. 

JUDGES  OF  EARLY  TENNESSEE 
State  of  Franklin — David  Campbell,  judge  of  superior  court.  (1784- 
1788) 

TERRITORY  of  * the  United  States  South  of  Ohio  River  (1790- 
1796)  David  Campbell,  Judge  of  Superior  Court 
State  of  TENNESSEE /JUDGES:  Superior  Court  of  Law  & 
1796  \ Equity  for  state 

/ David  Campbell  (1797-1807)  as  judge 
I Andrew  Jackson  (1798-1804)  served  as 
V judge 
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Campbell  Family 

The  V irgini a-Kentucky-T ennessee  Family 
By  Lucy  Alexander  Embrey  (Wilson) 

JT  appears  from  records  that  two  Campbell  families  of  Virginia 
intermarried.  I descend  from  Lady  Margaret  Campbell,  wife  of 
Michael  Woods,  senior,  of  Blair  Park,  Virginia  and  Lady  Mary 
Ann  Campbell  that  married,  1748,  Wallis  Estill  of  Augusta  County, 
Virginia. 

Dugal  Campbell  was  born  at  Inveraray,  Argyllshire,  Scotland,  the 
ancestral  home  of  the  Clan  Campbell  in  the  Highlands.  His  son, 
Duncan  Campbell,  was  an  officer  in  the  English  Army;  went  from 
Scotland  to  Ireland  the  latter  part  of' the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
He  had  a son,  Patrick,  that  had  a son,  Hugh  Campbell,  who  inherited 
his  father’s  estate  in  Ireland,  about  1612.  Hugh  had  a son,  Andrew 
Campbell,  and  his  son,  Duncan  Campbell,  married  Mary  McCoy. 
They  had  five  children  (could  be  others)  whose  record  I have  found. 
They  were:  Hugh.  Mary,  John,  Robert,  Dugal. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL 
Son  of  Duncan  and  Mary  McCoy  Campbell 
He  was  born  1674  and  married  Grissell  (Grace)  Hay,  1695 
(daughter  of  Patrick  Hay).  In  the  Annals  of  Augusta  County, 
Virginia  by  Joseph  A.  Waddell  (1726-1871),  I find  that  John  came 
from  Ireland  to  America  in  1726  with  his  family  of  sons  and 
daughters;  settled  first  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania;  later 
removed  to  Orange  County,  Virginia,  which  in  1738,  became  Augusta 
County,  Va.  His  land  being  in  the  Pasture  District  on  the  river.  He 
was  relieved  of  County  Levy  due  to  age  and  infirmity  on  May  20, 
1767  (his  will  not  found). 

Children  of  John  and  Grace  Campbell 
A-Patrick,  b.  1696,  had  a son,  Charles  Campbell  that  married  Mar- 
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gargt  Buchanan.  Charles  served  in  the  Colonial  Army  and  the 
French  and  Indian  Wars;  died  1767  (See  Will).  They  had  a son, 
William  Campbell,  b.  1745,  who  was  an  officer  in  the  American 
Revolution;  praised  by  General  Washington  for  services  at  the 
battle  of  King’s  Mountain  (received  title  of  General)  and  Guilford 
Courthouse,  N.  C. ; Married  Elizabeth  Henry  (sister  of  Patrick 
Henry) ; their  daughter,  Sarah  Buchanan  Campbell  married 
General  Francis  Preston. 

B-Robert,  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Augusta  County,  Vir- 
ginia, 1745 ; died  1768  without  leaving  a WILL. 

C-Daughter  Margaret  married  Col.  John  Anderson  of  Virginia. 

D-Daughter  Catherine  married  a Kennedy  of  Virginia. 

E-Daughter  Mary  Ann,  b.  1731;  married  Wallis  Estill  (See  Estill 
Family  data).  After  Wallis’  death  Mary  Ann  moved  with  her  chil- 
dren to  Kentucky;  she  died  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky;  buried 
near  Estill  Station  (established  by  her  son,  Capt.  James  Estill, 
between  Berea  and  Richmond,  Ky. ). 

F— David  (White  David)  was  an  officer  in  the  Colonial  Army  of 
Virginia;  married  Mary  Hambleton,  Augusta  County,  Virginia. 
The  Hamiltons  and  Campbells  are  said  to  have  come  to  America  on 
the  same  ship. 

Children  of  David  and  Mary  H.  Campbell 

1- Mary  married  William  Lockhart. 

2- James  lost  his  eyesight  from  smallpox  but  lived  to  about  50  years 
of  age. 

3- William  died  in  youth  before  the  family  moved  to  the  Holston 
country. 

4-  Could  not  find  data  for  Catherine,  Martha,  and  Sarah  Campbell 

5- Ann  married  Archibald  Roane,  July  24,  1788;  a teacher  at  Liberty 
Hall  Academy,  Rockbridge  County,  Virginia;  later  a Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Tennessee;  Governor  of  Tennessee  (1801- 
1803) ; d.  1831,  at  Nashville,  about  71  years  of  age. 

6- Margaret  married,  1782,  David  Campbell  (her  cousin);  they 
moved  to  Washington  County,  N.  C.  before  settling  in  Knox 
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County,  Tennessee,  where  he  built  “Campbell’s  Station.”  Her 
husband,  David,  was  b.  1753,  Augusta  County,  Va. ; was  at  the 
battle  of  Point  Pleasant  in  Lord  Dunmore’s  War;  in  battle  of 
Island  Flats,  1776;  in  battle  of  King’s  Mountain  with  8 cousins. 
(Margaret  was  a sister  of  Col.  Arthur  and  Judge  David  Campbell. ) 
Margaret  and  David  had  a son,  David,  born  1781 ; d.  1841 ; married 
Catherine  Bowen  and  their  son,  William  Bowen  Campbell  was  born 
1807 ; served  six  years  in  Congress  prior  to  becoming  Governor  of 
Tennessee  (1851-1853).  William  B.  Campbell  married  Frances 
Owen  and  left  descendants.  Margaret  and  David  had  a son,  Archi- 
bald Roane  Campbell,  elder  in  the  Pleasant  Forest  Presbyterian 
church  near  Campbell’s  Station,  Knox  Co.,  Tennessee.  He  married 
a Miss  Campbell  of  Virginia.  Margaret  d.  1799  and  David  d. 
August  1832;  buried  in  Leesville,  Tennessee,  village  cemetery. 

COLONEL  ARTHUR  CAMPBELL 
Son  of  David  and  Mary  H.  Campbell 
He  was  born  1743  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  married  Margaret 
Campbell,  May  10,  1773,  John  Campbell,  surety.  He  married  after 
coming  to  the  Holston  country;  died  1811,  in  his  69th  year.  He  came 
in  1769  to  the  Holston  river  section  with  his  brother,  John,  and  sister, 
Margaret,  after  living  as  Indian  prisoner,  for  about  3 years,  before 
he  could  escape  and  return  home.  His  community  sent  him  to  the 
Virginia  Convention  and  that  body  declared  Virginia  independent 
of  the  British  Crown.  He  was  a member  of  the  first  House  of  Dele- 
gates of  Virginia.  He  was  present  at  the  organization  of  Washington 
County,  Virginia,  in  1777;  was  appointed  County  Lieutenant  and 
Commander-in-Chief;  then,  in  1779,  he  joined  Col.  Sevier,  after  the 
battle  of  Boyd’s  Creek,  with  a regiment  of  Virginia  men.  In  1781, 
he  defeated  the  Indians  and  the  Cherokee  treaty  was  made.  He  spent 
35  years  on  his  Holston  river  estate  and  during  that  time  was  County 
Lieutenant  and  Commander  of  the  70th  regiment. 

“Col.  Arthur  was  six  feet  in  height,  of  grave  and  dignified  manner. 
He  counted  some  of  the  first  men  of  his  age  among  his  personal 
friends.  His  conversational  powers  were  said  to  be  unusual;  his 
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temporate  mode  of  life,  his  presence  for  one  third  of  a century  in  a 
court  of  justice,  his  correspondence  with  eminent  men,  and  his  habits 
of  study,  his  intellectual  faculties  were  preserved  in  fine  play  to  the 
end  of  his  life.” 

Col.  Arthur  Lee  Campbell’s  WILL  . . . Knox  County  Court,  Ky. 
9-2-1811 

Probated : Aug.  16,  1815,  Bk.  4,  p- 155,  Washington  County,  Virginia. 

I am  a citizen  of  Washington  County,  Virginia  but  spend  much 
time  in  the  state  of  Kentucky.  Wife,  Margaret;  wanted  to  be  buried 
in  his  garden  and  have  a tombstone  to  mark  his  grave  (not  costly). 
The  home  place  is  called,  “Gideon’s  Tenement,”  which  is  on  Flat 
Creek,  westwardly  of  Cumberland  Gap.  Children — William,  Eliza- 
beth, John  B.  and  Charles  Lewis  to  have  all  land  in  Kentucky  except 
the  1000  acres  near  Louisville,  which  was  to  be  sold  by  his  executors. 
The  600  acres  on  Flat  Creek  near  Cumberland  Gap  was  bequeathed 
to  Mary  Baird  and  after  her  death  the  land  was  to  go  to  her  son, 
Arthur  Baird  and  $400  in  money  to  her  daughter,  Margaret  Baird. 

To  sons:  Arthur  Lee  and  James  part  of  the  7000  acre  tract  near 
Cumberland  Gap.  Also,  a tract  of  600  acres  called  “Horse  Shoe”  in 
Graigner  Co.,  Tennessee  to  daughter,  Margaret;  800  acres  in  Lee 
County,  Virginia  called,  “Jack’s  Cabbin”  to  daughters  Jane  B.  and 
Martha  C. ; the  1000  acres  in  Lee  County  called,  “Glencavin”  to  son, 
David;  840  acres  to  Anne  Augusta  and  James  part  of  land  tract  near 
Cumberland  Gap.  Sons  John  B.  and  Arthur  Lee  were  appointed  as 
executors.  Witness,  Martin  Beaty. 

Later,  a Codicil  was  added  with  nephew  David  and  son  Charles  L., 
Martin  Beaty  and  Robert  Gibson  as  witnesses. 

Arthur  married  Margaret  (sister  of  Gen.  William  Campbell).  Her 
father,  Charles  Campbell,  willed  300  acres  of  land  to  her,  1761,  which 
was  conveyed  to  him  by  patent,  1753  and  the  DEED  is  dated,  1781,, 
the  oldest  on  record  at  Washington  County  Courthouse,  Abingdon, 
Virginia. 


Col.  Arthur  and  Margaret  Campbell's  Children 
They  had  three  sons  in  the  War  of  1812:  Capt.  James  Campbell 
died  Mobile,  1812.  Arthur  Lee  an  officer  in  War  of  1812.  Col.  John 
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B.  Campbell  died  at  Chippewa,  1812,  where  he  commanded  the  right 
wing  under  General  Scott. 

William  Campbell  married  Sarah  Adams 
John  B.  Married  Polly  Latham 

KENTUCKY  HIGHWAY  MARKER 
The  Kentucky  Department  of  Highways  has  placed  a marker  (No. 
129)  on  24th  Street,  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  which  reads  as  follows: 

“Col.  Arthur  Campbell 
Grave  of  Col.  Arthur  Campbell  (1743-1811) 

Statesman,  Revolutionary  Soldier,  County  Justice,  Legislator,  County 
Lieutenant. 

Sons — James  and  John  killed  in  War  of  1812.” 

COL.  JOHN  B.  CAMPBELL’S  WILL 
WILL  BK.  “B,”  Christian  County,  Kentucky.  Real  estate  from 
lather,  Arthur  Campbell,  to  go  to  mother,  Margaret ; brother-in-law 
Robert  Latham ; brother  Arthur’s  son,  John ; wife  Polly.  Executors — 
wife  Polly  and  brother-in-law,  Robert  Latham.  Witnesses:  John  G. 
Reynolds  and  Charles  Caldwell;  dated,  21st  of  May  1812;  recorded 
January  term  of  court,  1815. 

MARRIAGES,  WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA 
Ann  Campbell  to  Archibald  Roane,  July  24,  1788 
Mary  Campbell  to  James  L.  Cummings,  Sept.  30,  1812 
Edward  McDonald  Campbell  to  Eleanor  Sheffey  White,  April  29, 
1857  (Parents:  Edward  & Rhoda  Campbell;  James  L.  & Margaret 
R.  White) 

ROBERT,  brother  of  Judge  David  Campbell  and  son  of  David  and 
Mary  Campbell  of  “Royal  Oak,”  was  born  1755;  volunteered  in 
1774  expedition;  member  of  brother  John’s  Company  at  Long- 
Island  Flats,  1776.  Again,  1780,  served  under  his  brother,  Col. 
Arthur;  active  leader  of  the  Whig  party  in  western  Virginia; 
married  Rebecca  McDonald,  11-28-1785  (Botetourt  Co.,  Va.  Ed- 
ward McDonald,  surety).  He  served  as  a magistrate  of  Washing- 
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ton  County,  Virginia,  and  lived  at  Abingdon  about  30  years;  then 
moved  to  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  where  he  died  1831. 

JUDGE  DAVID  CAMPBELL,  another  son  of  David  and  Mary; 
brother  of  Col.  Arthur  Campbell ; born  1750;  a Major  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army;  served  as  judge  of  State  of  Franklin;  later  as  State 
Judge  from  1796  to  1807.  He  married  Elizabeth  Outlaw  (daughter 
of  Alexander  Outlaw,  b.  Dublin  Co.,  N.  C. ; d.  1826.  He  came  on 
November  24,  1782  to  Washington  Co.,  Virginia  and  was  com- 
missioned Justice  of  Peace.  His  three  daughters  married  Tennessee 
Judges,  viz:  Judge  Joseph  Anderson,  Judge  Joseph  Hamilton,  and 
Judge  David  Campbell).  John  Anderson  was  a Captain  in  war  of 
the  Revolution  and  assistant  judge  under  Judge  David  Campbell. 
Judge  Campbell  removed  to  a place  near  Lenoir  City — where  Little 
Tennessee  River  goes  into  Tennessee  River.  There  he  resided  with 
his  family  and  died,  1812. 

PATRICK,  b.  1758,  was  the  youngest  son  of  David  and  Mary  Camp- 
bell; was  a volunteer  at  King’s  Mountain.  He  married  Martha 
Long,  4-3-1795,  and  lived  with  his  father  at  ‘‘Royal  Oak,”  which 
homestead  he  inherited.  He  died  at  80  years  in  Williamson  Co., 
Tennessee.  He  is  listed  in  the  U.S.  Census  for  1820  as  owning- 
property  in  Tennessee. 

JOHN,  son  of  David  and  Mary  Campbell,  born  1741 ; was  a Captain 
by  original  commission,  dated  1774;  Colonel  at  Long  Island  Flats, 
1776;  a brother-in-law  of  David  Campbell,  the  colonial  army  officer 
of  Virginia;  married  Elizabeth  McDonald  (Botetourt  Co.,  Va., 
1-10-1778,  Edward  McDonald,  surety).  He  received  a good  Eng- 
lish education  for  his  day.  He  accompanied  Dr.  Thomas  Walker  in 
his  exploration  in  1765,  and  purchased  for  his  father  a tract  of 
land  called  the  “Royal  Oak,”  near  the  headwaters  of  Holston  River. 
He  and  his  brother  Arthur  and  sister  Margaret  moved  to  the  estate 
about  1769  and  made  improvements.  About  1771,  his  father  and 
mother  with  their  unmarried  children  came  to  live  at  “Royal  Oak.” 
John  was  a Lieutenant  in  William  Campbell’s  Company,  Col. 
Christian’s  regiment,  1774,  which  arrived  at  Point  Pleasant  for  the 
battle.  In  July,  1776,  he  was  second  in  command  at  the  battle  of 
Long  Island  Flats  on  the  Holston,  which  resulted  in  a signal  victory 
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over  the  Indians.  In  October,  1776,  he  commanded  a company 
under  Col.  Christian  in  his  expedition  against  the  Cherokee  towns, 
and  up  to  1781  was  almost  constantly  in  military  service.  He  was 
appointed  Clerk  of  Washington  County  Court  In  1788  and  held  the 
office  till  1824.  He  died  1827.-1828  (See  Will) 

JOHN  AND  ELIZABETH  CAMPBELL’S  CHILDREN 
DAVID,  b.  1779  at  Royal  Oak;  Governor  of  Virginia  (1837-1840) 
married  Maria  Hamilton  (a  cousin). 

EDWARD,  b.  1782,  was  a lawyer  and  the  father  of  the  late  Judge 
John  A.  Campbell  of  Abingdon,  Virginia. 

MARY,  b.  1784,  married  James  L.  Cummings,  9-30-1802.  James  was 
the  son  of  Rev.  Charles  Cummings,  a Presbyterian  minister  that 
came  In  1772  to  the  Watauga  and  Holston  country  to  preach. 
JOHN,  b.  1780,  was  nominated  by  General  Andrew  Jackson,  after 
his  Inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States,  as  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States.  He  accepted  and  discharged  his  duties  with 
honor.  Andrew  Jackson  served  as  president  for  eight  years  (1829- 
1837).  President  Jackson  was  b.  1757 ; d.  1845  and  known  as  a man 
of  courage  and  excellent  leadership. 

John  Campbell  posted  a $150,000  surety  bond  when  he  took  office 
in  May  1829  and  another  surety  bond  on  April  24,  1830.  His  father 
died  in  1828  and  his  brother,  Arthur  Campbell’s  name  was  not  on 
the  last  surety  bond.  He  could  have  died  as  I was  not  able  to  find 
records  for  him.  The  name  Peter  J.  Branch  is  that  of  a descendant 
of  the  Peter  Jefferson  and  Branch  families. 

All  data  is  from  photo-prints  of  documents  in  the  National 
Archives.  The  papers  are  old  and  crumbling  but  they  prove  John 
Campbell  was  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  from  May  29,  1829 
to  July  20,  1839.  (Some  writers  claim  John  died  a bachelor,  could 
not  find  records.) 

The  Judge’s  Certificate  was  signed  by  Peter  Johnston  the  Judge  of 
the  thirteenth  Judicial  Circuit  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Peter’s  son, 
Dr.  Warfield  Johnston  married  Louisa  Bowen  and  their  son,  John 
Warfield  Johnston  served  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  from 
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Virginia  (1870-1883).  Senator  Johnston  married  Narcissa  Floyd, 
sister  of  ex-governor  John  Bowen  Floyd  and  a daughter  of  Governor 
John  Floyd. 


POWER  OF  ATTORNEY  TO  DAVID  CAMPBELL 


Virginia , to  wit, 

I,  William  B.  Giles 

Governor  or  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  STATE  aforesaid,  do  hereby 
certify,  and  make  known  unto  ALL  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN, 
that  PETER  JOHNSTON  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  annexed 
document  is  as  he  styles  himself,  only  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  Law  for  the  County  of  Washington  in  the  said  State  of  Virginia, 
duly  appointed  and  qualified  according  to  Law — and  I do  further 
certify,  that  Thomas  McChesney,  whose  name  is  also  subscribed  to 
the  said  document,  is  as  he  styles  himself  a Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Washington;  duly  appointed  and  qualified 
according  to  Law,  and  that  to  all  their  Official  acts  respectively  as 
such — full  faith,  credit  and  authority,  are  had  and  ought  to  be  given. 

In  Testimony  Whereof — 1 have  subscribed  my  name,  and 
caused  the  GREAT  SEAL  of  the  STATE  to  be  affixed 
hereunto.  Done  at  the  CITY  of  RICHMOND,  the 
thirteenth  day  of  MAY  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  nine  and  of  the  COM- 
Seal  MONWEALTH  the  fifty  third. 

Wm.  B.  Giles 


By  the  Governor 
Wm.  H.  Richardson 
Keeper  of  the  seals 

Whereas  John  Campbell  of  the  City  of  Richmond  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  is  about  to  be  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
and  is  by  law  required  to  give  bond  with  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  United 
States,  with  condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of 
his  office — and  being  willing,  in  conjunction  with  David  Campbell, 
our  attorney  in  fact,  to  become  the  surety  of  the  said  John  Campbell 
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for  the  purpose  aforesaid ; Therefore  be  it  known  to  all  men  by  these 
presents  that  we  EDWARD  Campbell,  James  Cummings,  Robert  E. 
Cummings,  Andrew  Russell,  Arthur  Campbell,  John  N.  Humes, 
James  White — of  the  County  of  Washington  in  the  state  of  Virginia 
do  make  constitute  and  appoint  David  Campbell  of  the  said  County 
our  true  and  lawful  attorney  for  us  and  in  our  names,  to  sign,  seal, 
and  deliver  as  the  sureties  of  the  said  John  Campbell,  such  official 
bond  or  bonds  as  may  be  required  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  to  execute  and  deliver,  prior 
to  his  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  hereby  ratifying  and 
confirming  whatever  act  or  acts,  our  said  attorney  may  lawfully  do 
in  the  premises,  by  virtue  hereof.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  here- 
unto subscribed  our  names  and  affixed  our  seals  this  30th  day  of  April 
in  the  year  1829. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered 
by  John  N.  Humes  in  presence 
of  Jacob  Lynch 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered 
by  Edward  Campbell  and 
Arthur  Campbell  in  presence 
of  Peter  J.  Branch  and 
Thomas  McChesney 

Virginia 

At  a superior  court  of  Law  continued  and  held  for  Washington 
County  at  the  courthouse  thereof  the  first  day  of  May  1829. 

This  power  of  attorney  from  Andrew  Russell,  James  Cummings, 
James  White,  Robert  E.  Cummings  and  John  N.  Humes  to  David 
Campbell  was  acknowledged  in  court  by  the  said  Andrew  Russell, 
James  Cummings,  James  White  and  Robert  E.  Cummings  as  their 
act  and  deed  and  proved  by  the  oath  of  Jacob  Lynch  to  be  the  act  and 
deed  of  the  said  John  N.  Humes,  and  ordered  to  be  certified. 

In  testimony  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  from  the  records 
of  the  said  court,  I Andrew  Russell  clerk  of  the  said  court  have 
hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  court 
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this  third  day  of  May  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  nine. 

Seal  Andrew  Russell 

Virginia , Washington  County  tozvit: 

I Peter  Johnston  only  Judge  of  the  Superior  court  of  Law  for 
the  said  county  of  Washington  in  the  State  of  Virginia  do  certify  that 
Andrew  Russell  who  hath  given  the  preceeding  certificate  is  clerk 
of  said  court;  and  that  his  said  attestation  is  in  due  form.  Given 
under  my  hand  this  fifth  day  of  May  1829. 

Peter  Johnston 


Virginia , Washington  County 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  on  this  2d  day  of 
May  1829  Edward  Campbell  & Arthur  Campbell  parties  to  the  fore- 
going Power  of  Attorney  to  David  Campbell  personally  came  before 
me  Thomas  McChesney  a justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  and  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  the  said  power  as  their 
act  and  deed  in  my  presence.  In  Testimony  whereof  I have  hereunto 
subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  my  seal  the  date  above  written. 

Thomas  McChesney 


David  Campbell — “ Their  attorney  in  fact’' 

“Know  all  men  by  these  present  that  we  John  Campbell  and  David 
Campbell  for  ourselves  and  Andrew  Russell,  Edward  Campbell, 
Arthur  Campbell,  James  Cummings,  James  White,  Robert  E.  Cum- 
mings and  John  N.  Humes  by  David  Campbell  their  attorney  in  fact, 
who  acts  by  letter  of  Attorney  bearing  date  on  the  30th  day  of  April 
in  the  year  1829  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States 
of  America  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  the  said  United  States ; to  the  which  payment  well  and 
truly  to  be  made  we  the  said  John  Campbell  & David  Campbell  for 
ourselves  and  we  the  said  Andrew  Russell,  Edward  Campbell,  Arthur 
Campbell,  James  Cummings,  James  White,  Robert  E.  Cummings 
and  John  N.  Humes  by  David  Campbell  our  attorney  in  fact  afore- 
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said,  bind  ourselves  jointly  and  severally  our  joint  and  several  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators  firmly  by  these  present.  Sealed  with 
our  seals,  dated  the  29th  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  nine. 

Whereas  the  PRESIDENT  of  the  UNITED  STATES  hath,  pur- 
suant to  law,  appointed  the  above  bound  John  Campbell  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  Now  the  condition  of  the  above 
obligation  is  such  that  if  the  said  John  Campbell  shall  truly  and  faith- 
fully discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  according  to  law  and  shall 
answer  and  account  for  the  fidelity  of  the  persons  to  be  by  him  em- 
ployed then  the  above  obligation  to  be  null  and  void  otherwise  to 
remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 


Sealed  and  delivered 
in  presence  of 

John  Laub 

Thos.  B.  Raily 


Treasury  Department 
29th  May  1829 
Approved  T.  D.  Ingham 


Jas.  Anderson,  Comptroller 


John  Campbell  (seal) 
David  Campbell  (seal) 
Andrew  Russell 
by  David  Campbell  (seal) 
his  attorney  in  fact 
Edward  Campbell 
by  David  Campbell  (seal) 
his  attorney  in  fact 
Arthur  Campbell 
by  David  Campbell  (seal) 
his  attorney  in  fact 
James  Cummings 
by  David  Campbell  (seal) 
his  attoreny  in  fact 
James  White 
by  David  Campbell  (seal) 
his  attorney  in  fact 
Robert  E.  Cummings 
by  David  Campbell  (seal) 
his  attorney  in  fact 
John  N.  Humes 
by  David  Campbell  (seal) 
his  attorney  in  fact 
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I David  Campbell  of  the  county  of  Washington  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  do  hereby  certify,  that  I am  well  acquainted  with  Andrew 
Russell,  Edward  Campbell,  Arthur  Campbell,  James  Cummings, 
James  White,  Robert  E.  Cummings  and  John  N.  Humes  whose  names 
are  subscribed  in  conjunction  with  my  own,  as  sureties,  to  the  fore- 
going bond,  executed  by  John  Campbell  for  the  performance  of  his 
duties  as  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  of  America,  (torn)  . . . 
declare,  that  in  my  opinion  the  estates  of  the  said  sureties,  after  the 
payment  of  all  their  debts  and  all  sums  of  money  for  which  they  may 
be  liable  are  worth  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  29th  day  of  May  1829. 

David  Campbell 


/ ndge’s  Certificate 

I Peter  Johnston  Judge  of  the  thirteenth  Judicial  Circuit  in  the 
State  of  Virginia  residing  in  the  county  of  Washington  the  place  of 
residence  of  James  White,  John  N.  Humes,  Andrew  Russell,  James 
Cummings,  Robert  E.  Cummings,  Edward  Campbell,  Arthur  Camp- 
bell, and  David  Campbell  do  hereby  certify  that  I am  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  said  persons,  and  that  I consider  them  good 
and  sufficient  security  for  a penalty  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  if  it  were  a case  in  which  I were  personally  interested 
I would  not  hesitate  to  receive  them  as  such.  In  testimony  whereof 
I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  twenty  first  day  of  May  A.D.  1829. 

Peter  Johnston 

I James  E.  Brown  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Law  held  for 
the  County  of  Wythe  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  it  being  one  of  the 
courts  constituting  the  thirteenth  Judicial  Circuit  in  said  State  do 
hereby  certify  that  Peter  Johnston  whose  name  is  affixed  to  the 
above  Certificate  is  Judge  of  the  said  Thirteenth  Judicial  Circuit.  In 
testimony  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Seal 
of  said  court  this  21  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  1829  and 
the  fifty  third  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Seal 


J.  E.  Brown 
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OATH  OF  OFFICE 

I John  Campbell  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  do 
solemnly  swear  that  I will  support  the  CONSTITUTION  of  the 
UNITED  STATES  of  America,  and  that  I will  well  and  faithfully 
execute  the  duties  of  the  said  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

John  Campbell 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed 
before  me  this  thirtieth 
day  of  May  1829. 

W.  Cranch 

I Peter  Johnston  Judge  of  the  13th  Judicial  Circuit  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  do  certify  that  I am  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of 
the  sureties  to  the  annexed  bond  of  John  Campbell,  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  I consider  them  good  and  sufficient  for  the 
penalty  thereof,  towit,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
if  it  were  a case  in  which  I was  personally  interested,  I would  not 
hesitate  to  receive  them  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  fifth  day 
of  May  A.D.  1830.  Peter  Johnston 

I Andrew  Russell  clerk  of  the  superior  court  of  Law  for  the  county 
of  Washington  in  the  State  of  Virginia  do  certify  that  Peter  Johns- 
ton whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  above  certificate  is  the  Judge 
allotted  by  Law  to  hold  superior  courts  of  Law  in  the  several  counties 
composing  the  13th  Judicial  Circuit  of  which  the  said  county  of 
Washington  is  one.  Given  under  my  hand  this  5th  day  of  May  1830 
and  to  have  annexed  my  seal  of  office. 

Seal  Andrew  Russell 

The  Sureties  to  the  foregoing  bond  are 
approved 

Jas.  Anderson  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  14th  May  1830 

OFFICIAL  BOND 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we  John  Campbell,  David 
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Campbell,  Edward  Campbell,  Andrew  Russell,  James  Cummings, 
Robert  E.  Cummings,  James  White,  John  N.  Humes  are  held  firmly 
bound  unto  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  United  States,  to 
which  payment  is  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves  jointly 
and  severally,  our  joint  and  several  heirs  executors  and  administra- 
tors firmly  by  these  presents,  sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this 
twenty  fourth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  . . . 

Whereas  the  President  (Andrew  Jackson)  of  the  United  States 
hath,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  appointed  the 
said  John  Campbell  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Now  the  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that  of  the  afore- 
said John  Campbell  has,  from  the  time  of  his  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  his  appointment,  thus  made,  truly  and  faithfully  discharged,  and 
shall  continue  truly  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof, 
according  to  Law,  and  shall  answer  and  account  for  the  fidelity  of 
the  persons  employed  by  him,  then  the  above  obligation  to  be  null 
and  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered 
in  presence  of 


Peter  Grayson  Washington 

Andrew  Smith 

Sealed  and  delivered  as  to 
all  but  John  Campbell  in 
presence  of  John  C.  Cummin 
Jacob  Lynch 
14  may  1830 


John  Campbell  (seal) 

David  Campbell  (seal) 
Andrew  Russell  (seal) 
James  White  (seal) 

John  N.  Humes  (seal) 
Edward  Campbell  (seal) 
James  E.  Cummings  (seal) 
Robert  E.  Cummings  (seal) 


GENERAL  WILLIAM  CAMPBELL 
Son  of  Charles  Campbell , son  of  Patrick,  son  of  John  Campbell 
General  Campbell,  born  1745  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  moved 
1767  to  Washington  County  on  the  Holston  River.  At  29  years  of 
age  he  commanded  a company  of  militia  from  Fincastle  upon  an 
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expedition  under  Gen.  Lewis  to  Point  Pleasant  on  the  Ohio  River. 
On  January  20,  1775,  he  was  one  of  a Committee  of  Safety  appointed 
by  the  “freeholders”  of  Fincastle  to  draft  resolutions  to  Continental 
Congress  against  the  misrule  and  oppression  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, which  were  forwarded  to  Virginia’s  delegates  attending  the 
Congress  at  Philadelphia.  A few  months  later  he  was  called  into 
action,  when  the  Virginia  Committee  of  Safety  sent  three  companies 
of  riflemen  to  the  assistance  of  Hampton;  one  company  under  the 
command  of  William  Campbell.  Later  he  marched  with  a regiment  of 
910  cavalrymen  and  50  riflemen  in  18  hours  to  meet  Col.  Ferguson 
with  his  British  men.  The  battle  that  followed  was  that  of  KING’S 
MOUNTAIN,  October  1780,  Col.  Ferguson  was  killed.  This  victory 
was  said  to  have  been  the  turning  point  for  the  hard-pressed  colonists, 
and  about  one  year  later,  Cornwallis  surrendered  at  Yorktown. 
Campbell  received  praise  from  the  Virginia  Legislature,  Congress, 
and  General  George  Washington.  On  March  15,  he  bore  a dis- 
tinguished part  in  the  battle  of  Guilford  Court  House,  North  Caro- 
lina. He  married  Elizabeth  Henry,  a sister  of  Patrick  Henry  and  their 
daughter  married  General  Francis  Preston. 

In  the  summer  of  1781,  General  Campbell  was  seized  with  a fatal 
illness  and  died  August  22nd  at  “Rocky  Mills,”  Hanover  County, 
Virginia;  the  home  of  Colonel  John  Syme,  a half-brother  of  his  wife. 
His  widow  married  General  William  Russell  and  is  said  to  have  lived 
at  Franklin  County,  Tenn. 

Campbell  County,  Rustburg,  Virginia  is  named  in  his  honor.  Jere- 
miah Rust  gave  50  acres  for  the  county-seat  town  of  Rustburg. 

In  1785,  Patrick  Gibson  was  allowed  2356  lbs.  of  tobacco  for  build- 
ing the  court  house  and  table  bench  bar. 

In  1787,  justices  were  appointed  to  sell  to  the  highest  bidder  the 
town  lots  of  Rustburg. 

WILLS:  WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA 
Charles  Campbell's  Will 

Dated,  August  4,  1761;  proved,  March  17,  1767 
He  speaks  of  himself  as  a resident  of  Beverly  Mannor;  wife, 
Margaret,  as  sole  executrix;  provided  for  her  support  and  left  1000 
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acres  of  land  on  the  Holston  river  to  his  daughters;  personal  property 
more  than  common  at  that  time.  After  Charles  death  the  entire  fam- 
ily moved  to  the  Holston,  now  Washington  County,  Virginia.  Eliza- 
beth Campbell  married  John  Tayler  and  left  descendants  in  Botetourt 
and  Montgomery  Counties;  Jane  Campbell  married  Thomas  Tate; 
Margaret  married  Colonel  Arthur  Campbell  (second  cousin);  Ann 
married  Richard  Poston. 

Margaret  Campbell’s  Will 
WILL  Bk.  I,  P-7 

Made  13th  Day  of  October  1777 ; proved  at  County  Court,  March 
15,  1778.  Margaret,  wife  of  Charles  Campbell  (Will  1761-1767) 
gives  to  her  son  William  330  acres  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Holston 
River  called  Great  Buffalo  Lick.  To  Anne  Poston  1Z0  acres  of  land 
on  the  northside  of  the  North  Fork  of  Holston  River.  To  Elizabeth 
Taylor  land  on  New  River,  part  of  the  estate  of  Col.  James  Patton, 
Col.  John  Buchanan,  and  Charles  Campbell.  A tract  of  640  acres  (2 
surveys)  in  Augusta  Co.,  Virginia  to  my-son-in-law,  Arthur  Camp- 
bell. 

Executors:  Arthur  Campbell  and  son,  William  Campbell. 

Witnesses : Patrick  Campbell,  James  Davis,  John  Campbell,  Robert 
Campbell,  David  Campbell,  C.  C.  Clerk  of  Washington 
Co,  Va. 

Note — Margaret  Campbell  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  John  Buchanan. 
William  Campbell’s  Will 

Made  28th  Day  of  September  1780;  proved  at  Court  the  16th  Day 
of  April  1782.  Wife,  Elizabeth  Henry:  son,  Charles  Henry  Campbell 
the  place  called  “AspenVille”  by  patent  1000  acres.  To  daughter, 
Sarah  Buchanan  Campbell  other  holdings. 

Witnesses:  William  Edmondson,  James  Houston,  William  Edmond- 
son. 

Teste:  John  Campbell,  C.W.C. 

David  Campbell's  Will 

Made  January  22,  1783;  proved  at  January  Court  1791 
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To  son,  Patrick,  the  plantation  where  I live — -it  being  the  middle  of 
the  tract  called  “Royal  Oak.”  Mary,  my  wife,  to  have  her  1/3  part 
her  lifetime.  To  daughters : Martha,  Polly,  Anne,  Sarah,  and  my  son 
James  share  of  my  holdings. 

Executors : Wife,  Mary  and  son  Patrick 

Witnesses:  David,  Jr.,  Robert  Campbell,  David  McClanahan,  Alex- 
ander Campbell,  William  Lockhart 

Teste:  Andrew  Russell,  D.C. 

Note — Polly  must  stand  for  Catherine  as  a nickname. 

John  Campbell’s  Will 
Will  Bk.  6,  p-43 

■ Made  28th  Day  of  October  1827;  proved  the  22  Day  of  August 
1828 

Wife,  Elizabeth:  sons  Arthur  and  Edward;  daughters — Elizabeth, 
Mary  Cummings,  and  Sally’s  children  (did  not  name  them). 
Executors : David  and  Edward  Campbell,  my  sons. 

Witnesses:  Mary  Campbell  and  David  Campbell. 

John  Campbell 

Teste:  Andrew  Russell,  Clerk 
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Estill  Family 

HpHE  name  first  appears  in  Provence,  France,  December  12,  1525. 

Andre  D’Estelle  married  Jeanette  Pastier.  The  D’Estelles  were 
Huguenots  and  left  southern  France  during  the  massacre  of  the 
Huguenots  on  St.  Bartholomew's  Day,  August  12,  1572.  They  went 
first  to  the  Netherlands  thence  to  England,  1649,  and  about  1650 
to  America.  Three  brothers — William,  Daniel,  Thomas  settled  in 
New  Jersey  and  obtained  what  is  known  as  Monmouth  Patents  or 
grants. 

I descend  from  Thomas  Estill,  the  youngest  of  the  brothers.  He 
married  Lucia  Wallace,  in  1670.  Lucia  a descendant  of  Sir  William 
Wallace  of  Argyle,  Scotland. 

Wallis  Estill,  Sr.  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Lucia  according  to 
some  writers  and  a grandson  according  to  other  writers.  Records  of 
Augusta  County,  Virginia  state  Wallis  obtained  land  from  the  Lewis 
Grant  (Bull  Pasture),  which  was  originally  Orange  County;  later 
Augusta;  then  Bath  County  and  conveyed  it  to  his  son,  Boude’  Estill 
in  1761. 

His  first  wife,  Marcy  (Marcia)  Boude’  is  buried  in  the  old  ceme- 
tery on  the  John  Peoples  farm,  where  John  Peoples  and  wife  are 
buried.  Later,  Wallis  Estill  married  Mary  Ann  Campbell,  1748. 
They  lived  at  Fort  George,  Augusta  County,  Virginia  until  1773. 

In  1765,  these  names  are  on  record  as  owning  land  on  Cowpasture 
and  Bullpasture — Wallis,  Sr.;  Benjamin;  Boude’;  Wallis,  Jr. 

In  1772,  Wallis  Estill  sold  land  to  John  Peoples.  Some  years  later 
the  sons  of  John  Peoples  sold  the  farm  to  David  Gwin  (ancestor  of 
Mrs.  Robert  N.  Mann).  In  1805,  the  Peoples'  boys  moved  to  Ken- 
tucky and  Missouri.  Wallis  Estill  patented  the  land,  1746,  and  his 
house  was  beside  Fort  George,  which  was  on  Bullpasture  River  in 
what  is  today  Highland  County,  Va.  Wallis,  Sr.  was  an  officer  in 
Colonial  Wars  and  commander  of  Fort  George.  He  was  High  Sheriff* 
of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  1746. 

He  qualified  as  Captain  of  a Troop  of  Horses  on  August  20,  1752. 
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CHILDREN 

Wallis  and  Mary  Ann  Campbell  Estill 
Sarah  Estill,  b.  1-20-1749 

Capt.  James  Estill,  b.  11-10-1750;  md.  Rachel  Wright;  d.  3-22-1782 
William  Estill,  b.  11-14-1752 ; d.  1760 
Capt.  Samuel  Estill,  b.  9-10-1755;  d.  1837,  md.  Jane  Teas 
Wallis  Estill,  Jr.,  b.  3-8-1758;  died  in  Tenn. 

William  Estill,  b.  6-16-1760  (named  for  dead  son) 

Abbegail  Estill,  b.  11-22-1762 ; d.  8-1840  in  Tenn. 

Isaac  Estill,  b.  4-8-1766,  md.  Elizabeth  Frogg 
Ruth  Estill,  b.  9-3-1768;  d.  9-6-1853  in  Ky. 

Mary  Ann  Estill  relinquished  her  dowry  in  a tract  of  land  con- 
veyed by  her  husband,  Wallis  Estill,  to  John  Peoples,  August  15, 
1775  (Court  Record). 

Mary  Ann  (Campbell)  EstilFs  WILL  is  at  Richmond,  Kentucky; 
made  6-7-1801  and  probated  1806- (Book:  Genealogy  of  the  Woods 
Family).  She  was  born,  1731,  Argyllshire,  Scotland  and  Wallis  Estill, 
Sr.  born  1698,  New  Jersey. 

Some  of  Wallis  EstilFs  land,  in  1778,  became  part  of  Greenbrier 
County  and  today  is  Monroe  County,  West  Virginia. 

Lincoln  County,  Kentucky,  records  reveal  these  men  came  early  to 
what  is  now  the  state  of  Kentucky:  James,  Boude’  Benjamin,  Sam- 
uel, and  Wallis,  Jr.  (All  sons  of  Wallis  Estill,  Sr.) 

The  Register  of  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society,  Vol.  20,  p-145 
states — The  first  court  of  Lincoln  County  was  held  at  Harrodsburg, 
1-16-1781,  and  James  Estill  was  a Magistrate.  Then  in  1792,  Archi- 
bald Woods  and  Samuel  Estill  were  serving  as  Magistrates  of  Lin- 
coln County,  Kentucky. 

In  1775,  James  Estill  made  improvements  on  1000  acres  of  land 
lying  on  waters  of  Muddy  Creek  and  Otter  Creek  within  one  mile  of 
little  fork  known  by  the  name  of  the  locust  thicket.  Certificate  of  title 
was  issued,  p-76,  Vol.  21,  Register  of  Kentucky  Historical  Society. 

In  Vol.  23,  p-302,  Kentucky  Historical  Society,  the  D.A.R.  organi- 
zation erected  a monument  at  Boonesboro  and  these  are  some  of  the 
names  inscribed  thereon — James  Estill,  Samuel  Estill,  Joseph  Proc- 
tor, Archibald  Woods. 
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JAMES  ESTILL’S  WILL,  Book  “B”,  p-242 
Wife,  Rachel;  children:  Benjamin,  Wallis,  James,  Jonathan 
Witnesses : David  Gass,  Samuel  Estill 
Made:  5-4-1781;  Probated:  1-22-1783 

In  December  1953,  The  National  Archives  and  Record  Service, 
Washington,  D.C  revealed  this  data  as  to  postoffices  in  the  United 
States  with  the  name  ESTILL: 

“The  postoffice  at  Estillville,  Scott  County,  Virginia,  was  estab- 
lished on  April  28,  1825.  Its  name  changed  to  Gate  City  on  December 
19,  1890.  The  postoffice  at  Estill  Springs,  Franklin  County,  Ten- 
nessee, was  established  as  Alisonia  on  December  1,  1850.  Its  name  and 
site  changed  to  Estill  Springs  on  December  26,  1856. 

Post  Office  named  in  these  states  . . . 

1.  Estill,  Estill  County,  Kentucky  (1813-1822) 

2.  Estill’s  Mills,  Platte  County,  Missouri  (1851) 

3.  Estill’s  Furnace,  Estill  County,  Kentucky  (1855-1869) 

4.  Estill’s  Fork,  Jackson  County,  Alabama  (1855-1869) 

5.  Estill’s  Station,  Tannant  County,  Texas  (1855-1869) 

6.  Estill,  Howard  County,  Missouri  (1870-1901) 

7.  Estill,  Hayes  County,  Nebraska  (1877-1897) 

8.  Estill,  Washington  County,  Mississippi  (1892-1901) 

9.  Estill,  Hampton  County,  South  Carolina  (1892-1901) 

10.  Estill,  Madison  County,  Kentucky  (1892-1904) 

11.  Estille,  Coosa  County,  Alabama  (1892-1901) 

Dr.  Harry  Fishburne  Estill  was  president  of  the  Sam  Houston 
State  Teachers  College,  Huntsville,  Texas  from  1908-1937.  He  was 
an  outstanding  Texas  educator,  born  at  Lexington,  Virginia,  August 
12,  1861,  and  married  August  3,  1892,  Miss  Loulie  Sexton.  He  was 
a faithful  Presbyterian. 

The  children  of  Wallis  and  Mary  Ann  Estill  that  settled  in  Ten- 
nessee : 

Wallis  Estill,  Jr.,  b.  3-8-1758;  d.  1-22-1835 ; married  Martha  (Mat- 
tie)  Wright,  May  7,  1789,  Rev.  Christopher  Clark  (Botetourt 
County,  Register  of  Marriage  (1770-1853) 

Abbigail  Estill,  b.  11-22-1762  ; d.  8-19-1840,  md.  John  Woods 
Isaac  Estill,  b.  4-8-1766,  md.  Elizabeth  S.  Frogg 
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Isaac  operated  one  of  the  early  hotels  in  Winchester,  Tennessee. 

Jennie,  Mattie,  and  Rachel  Wright  were  the  daughters  of  Peter 
Wright  that  came  from  England,  about  1635,  to  America. 

ABBIGAIL  ESTILL 

The  daughter  of  Wallis  and  Mary  Ann  Estill,  married  April  20, 
1778,  in  Greenbrier  County,  West  Virginia,  to  John  Woods,  son  of 
William  and  Susannah  Woods.  He  removed  to  Kentucky  and  early 
1800  to  Tennessee.  They  lived  on  their  farm  in  Salem  Community  and 
were  buried  there. 

Their  Children 

Mary  Ann  Woods  (1779-1831)  md.  1795,  Charles  Duncan  (1770- 

1839) 

Susanna  Woods  (1784)  md.  James  Me  Corn 
James  Woods  (1786-1847)  md.  1809,  Elizabeth  Embry  (1792-1870) 
Sallie  (Sary)  Woods  (1788-1814)  md.  William  Evans 
Rebecca  Woods  (1791-1824)  md.  William  Hazelridge 

Rebecca  and  William  Hazelrigg  (spelling)  had  a daughter,  Mar- 
garet that  married  an  Embree  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky). 

WALLIS  ESTILL,  JR. 

The  Pension  Record  at  the  National  Archives,  Washington,  DC. 
gives  this  data  on  Wallis  Estill,  Jr.  b.  March  8,  1758  in  Augusta 
County,  Va.  His  sister,  Abby  Woods,  living  in  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee  in  1832.  He  was  in  service  under  Lt.  James  Estill.  He 
enlisted  while  living  in  Greenbrier  County,  Virginia;  in  1781  he  was 
living  in  Botetourt  Co.,  Va. ; in  1794  he  moved  to  Madison  County, 
Kentucky,  where  he  lived  until  the  later  part  of  1806,  at  which  time 
he  moved  to  the  “waters  of  Elk  river,”  Franklin  County,  Tennessee. 
In  1832,  he  was  residing  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  where  he 
died  on  January  22,  1835. 

The  veteran  stated  he  first  enlisted  in  May  1776  and  served  at 
various  times,  amounting  to  1 1 months  and  he  was  finally  discharged 
December  1,  1781.  His  service  was  as  Private  and  Lieutenant  under 
Captains  Henderson,  Matthew  Arbuckles,  William  McKee,  and 
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David  May.  He  was  at  the  “siege  of  York"  and  at  the  “capture  of 
Cornwallis." 

His  Children:  James,  Jack,  Isaac,  Wallis,  Sallie,  Rebecca,  Mattie, 
and  Mary  (He  gave  his  children  the  same  names  as  used  in  his 
father’s  family,  which  makes  the  checking  of  family  records  very 
difficult) 

The  town  site,  of  the  early  little  historic  town  of  Winchester, 
Tennessee,  was  given  by  Wallis  Estill,  Jr.  (rev.  soldier)  in  1801.  It 
was  named  for  General  Winchester,  a revolutionary  soldier  and 
statesman  from  Virginia.  The  town,  for  many  years,  was  famous 
for  its  schools;  the  earliest  one  being  the  old  Winchester  Female 
Academy  and  later  the  Mary  Sharp  College  and  the  Winchester 
Normal  College. 


WALLIS  ESTILL’S  WILL 

Made  December  3, 1789 ; Probated  June  1792 GREENBRIER 
Recorded  in  WILE  BOOK  No.  1,  p-74 
In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  this  the  third  day  of  December  one 
Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  eighty  nine.  I Wallis  Estill  of  Green- 
Brier  County  and  State  of  Virginia,  now  in  the  Evening  of  my  Days 
but  of  perfect  Mind  and  Memory  thanks  be  to  God.  I therefore  calling 
to  mind  the  Mortality  of  my  Body  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all 
Men  once  to  die  do  make  and  order  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament 
that  is  to  say  principally  and  first  of  all  I recommend  my  soul  to  God 
who  gave  it ; and  for  my  body  I recommend  it  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried 
in  a Christian  like  manner  at  the  Discreation  of  my  Executor  nothing 
doubting  but  at  the  General  Resurrection  I shall  receive  the  same  again 
by  the  mighty  Power  of  God ; and  as  touching  such  Worldly  Estate 
wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me  within  this  life — I give, 
devise,  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following  Manner  and  Form 
Imprimis  it  my  will  I order  that  in  the  first  place  all  my  just  Debts 
and  Funeral  Charges  be  paid  and  satisfied.  Ttem  to  my  sons:  Boude, 
Wallis,  Benjamin,  John,  James,  Samuel,  and  William  Estill  also  my 
Daughters — Rebeckah,  Susannah’s  children,  Mary,  and  Sarah ; also 
Abigail  and  Ruth,  I leave  to  each  one  Shilling  Sterling  I also  leave  to 
my  son  Isaac  the  plantation  whereon  I now  live;  and  I also  leave  all 
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the  rest  of  the  Lands  I have  or  may  have  to  be  divided  between  my  son 
William  and  my  son  Isaac.  I also  leave  to  my  daughter  Ruth’s  children 
one  negro  Girl  named  Nance  her  and  her  Breed  forever;  and  if  she 
has  no  living  children  at  her  death  to  return  her  and  her  Breed  to  my 
Daughter  Abigail’s  eldest  daughter  to  her  and  her  Heirs  forever.  I 
also  give  and  bequeath  to  Mary  Ann  Estill  my  beloved  Wife  the  whole 
of  the  Negroes— Isaac,  Jude,  and  Isam,  and  all  the  stock  and  my 
Household  Furniture  and  likewise  all  movable  Estate  which  she  is 
to  dispose  of  as  she  thinks  proper ; and  also  the  Third  of  my  Land  her 
life  time;  and  also  I constitute  and  appoint  my  dearly  beloved  Wife 
and  my  Son  Isaac  to  be  my  Executors  of  this  my  WILL  and  Testa- 
ment, and  I hereby  utterly  disalow,  revoke,  and  disanull  all  and  every 
other  Testament  made  before  this  whether  Gifts,  Grants,  or  Legacies 
whatsoever;  Ratifying  and  confirming  this  Same  to  be  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  and  declared  the  same  before  the  under  Evidences  and 
have  set  hereunto  my  Hand  and  Seal  the  Day  and  Year  above  men- 
tioned. 

Wallis  Estill  (Seal) 

Test:  William  Rice,  Elizabeth  Rice 

John  Henderson,  Margaret  Henderson 
June,  Green-Brier  Court  1792 

This  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Wallace  Estile  Dec’d  was  pre- 
sented in  Court  by  Isaac  Estile  one  of  the  Executors  herein  named 
and  prov’d  by  the  Oath  of  John  Henderson  one  of  the  witnesses  hereto 
that  the  said  Dec’d  sign’d  and  acknowledged  the  same  and  on  Motion 
of  Said  Isaac  who  made  oath  according  to  Law  a Certificate  is 
granted  him  for  obtaining  probation  thereof  in  due  Form  and  hath 
given  Bond  and  Security  according  to  law  and  qualified  accordingly. 

Teste:  John  Stuart,  Clerk 
A Copy  Teste : Paul  C.  Hogsett,  Clerk 

The  Mary  Sharp  College  site  was,  also,  given  by  Wallis  Estill,  Jr. 
It  started  in  1850  and  offered  educational  training  to  women  on  same 
requirements  as  that  of  men.  It  was  established  ten  years  before 
Vassar  opened  her  doors.  Greek  and  Latin  were  required  for  the 
A.B.  degree  and  no  institution  for  women,  in  the  north,  claimed 
collegiate  rank  prior  to  1850. 
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Dr.  Z.  C.  Graves  was  elected  to  the  presidency  of  this  institution 
and  he  with  his  family  arrived  in  Winchester,  Tennessee,  on  Christ- 
mas Eve,  1850;  classes  were  organized  on  New  Year’s  morning, 
1851.  The  college  was  named  for  Mrs.  Mary  Sharp,  of  Franklin 
County,  Tennessee,  according  to  a promise  made  to  her  as  the  largest 
donor  to  its  financial  support.  During  the  WAR  between  the  States 
the  college  building  was  used  by  Federal  troops  as  a hospital — de- 
stroying or  marring  the  structure,  which  caused  heartaches.  After 
two  years  of  suspension  Dr.  Graves  with  FAITH,  STRENGTH, 
and  COURAGE  again  opened  the  doors  of  the  college.  He  had  the 
joy  of  seeing  his  beloved  college  building  once  more  filled  with  South- 
ern girls  from  every  southern  state. 

Some  of  the  students  were : Nannie  Meredith  Embrey,  Mattie  L. 
Estill,  Julia  H.  Embrey,  Fannie  E.  Echols,  Eva  Woods,  Addie  Su- 
song,  Sue  Stokely,  Jane  Stokely,  Nannie  Carmack,  Maggie  Burnett. 

The  college  continued  to  turn  out  graduates  until  1896.  It  was 
spoken  of  as  the  BEST  and  ONLY  one  of  its  kind  in  America. 

AUGUSTA  COUNTY  MARRIAGES 
Benjamin  Estill,  b.  9-20-1735,  md.  Kitty  Moffett;  2 sons:  Capt. 
John  M.  Estill,  Long  Glade,  Augusta  County,  Virginia;  Judge 
Benjamin  Estill,  Southwest  Virginia. 

Kitty  Moffett,  daughter  of  Colonel  George  Moffett  and  wife,  Mary 
Christian.  After  the  death  of  Col.  Moffett,  Mary  married  James 
Trimble. 

Marcia  (Marcy)  Estill  md.  James  Guin  (Gwin).  (They  settled  in 
Greenbrier  Co.,  Va.  near  the  present  site  of  Lewisburg  in  1770 — 
now  West  Virginia. ) 

Mary  Ann  Estill  md.  Joseph  Davis,  October  17,  1786,  Zachary  Estill, 
Surety. 

Rebecca  Estill  md.  Thomas  Hughart 
John  Estill  md.  Rebecca  Christian 
Susannah  Estill  md.  John  McCreary 
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Kavanaugh  Family 

Elizabeth  Woods  (daughter  of  William  and  Susannah  Woods)  md. 
1st,  Philemon  Kavanaugh  and  were  the  grandparents  of  Mrs.  John 
M.  Walker  and  Mrs.  James  G.  Denny,  Garrard  Co.,  Ky. ; md.  (2) 
Thomas  Shelton  and  their  daughter  Lucy,  md.  7-25-1798. 

Jonathan  Estill 

Ruth  Estill  (daughter  of  Wallis  and  Mary  Ann  Estill)  b.  9-3-1768; 
d.  9-6-1853,  md.  Travis  Booten,  md  (2)  William  Kavanaugh.  She 
married  Travis  Booten,  10-17-1786.  According  to  her  testimony, 
when  making  pension  application,  in  1852,  on  her  father’s  military 
service  (which  application  is  on  file  in  Washington)  Her  family 
moved  to  Kentucky,  about  1793,  when  her  daughter,  Mary  Ann 
Booten,  was  five  years  old.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  (Travis) 
she  married  William  Kavanaugh,  a widower,  and  is  buried  on  his 
lot  at  the  Richmond,  Kentucky,  Cemetery. 

WILL  Book  “B”,  p-96,  Richmond,  Kentucky,  one  finds  Travis 
Booten’s  WILL  was  witnessed  by  John  Woods  and  wife,  Abigail. 
These  were  my  great,  great  grandfather  and  mother. 

“State  of  Tennessee,  Franklin  County 

I,  James  Hunt,  presiding  Justice  or  Chairman  of  the  Court  of 
Pleas  and  Quarter  Session  of  the  County  aforesaid  do  certify  that 
the  witnesses  above  mentioned  were  duly  sworn  and  examined 
before  me  the  6th  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1814  at  the 
house  of  John  Woods  in  said  County  and  State  aforesaid.  Given 
under  my  hand  this  the  6th  day  of  July  1814.” 

James  Hunt,  Chairman,  L.S. 

William  Kavanaugh  and  Hannah  (Woods’)  sons  were:  Philemon, 
William,  Nicholas,  Archibald,  Charles.  These  men  served  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

Peter  Woods,  married  Jael  (Jane)  Kavanaugh.  He  was  a pioneer 
Baptist  preacher  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  thence  to  Boone 
County,  Missouri  where  they  lived  and  died. 
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Rev.  William  Kavanaugh  and  wife,  Mary,  went  from  Kentucky  to 
Smith  County,  Tennessee,  about  1802.  His  son,  Rev.  Charles 
Kavanaugh,  moved  to  Tennessee,  about  1804. 

An  early  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  (according  to  some  rec- 
ords) descends  from  a Rev.  William  Kavanaugh  and  wife,  Han- 
nah, was  very  prominent  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Kentucky  but  later  moved  to  Mississippi  and  died  at  the  parsonage, 
Columbus,  3-19-1884. 

Charles  Kavanaugh,  Sr.  and  wife,  Elizabeth,  moved  to  Franklin 
County,  Tennessee,  where  he  died,  12-14-1814.  His  son,  John  M. 
Kavanaugh,  Married  Samira  S.  Woods,  in  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee,  12-10-1822.  The  Kavanaughs  of  Rutherford  County, 
Tennessee  were  related  to  the  Kentucky  family. 

Ann  Kavanaugh,  married  Benjamin  Estill,  6-12-1794,  Madison 
County,  Kentucky. 

Rev.  Hubbard  H.  Kavanaugh  appointed  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  2-23-1839,  History  of  Kentucky  by  Collins,  p-44. 
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Wallace  Family 

Peter  Wallace  born  1680,  in  Scotland,  went  to  Ireland  where  he 
married  Elizabeth  Woods,  a daughter  of  John  Woods  and  Elizabeth 
Worsop.  Peter  died  and  Elizabeth  Woods  Wallace  came  to  America 
with  her  brothers — Michael,  James,  William,  and  Andrew  Woods. 
Elizabeth  brought  her  six  children  to  America  with  her.  Some  of  them 
married  their  first  cousins : 

William  Wallace,  md.  Hannah  Woods 
Susannah  Wallace,  md.  William  Woods 
Andrew  Wallace,  md.  Margaret  Woods 
Peter  Wallace,  Jr.,  md.  Martha  Woods 
Peter  Wallace,  Jr.  b.  1 7J9,  md.  Martha  Woods,  1740-1743  (records 
do  not  agree)  she  b.  1720;  d.  1790. 

Children 

Malcom  Wallace,  b.  1743  Adam  Wallace,  b.  1749 

Samuel  Wallace,  b.  1745  Andrew  Wallace,  b.  1751 

James  H.  Wallace,  b.  1747  John  Wallace,  b.  1753 

1.  Elizabeth  Wallace,  b.  1755 

2.  Susannah  Wallace,  b.  1757 

3.  Janet  Wallace,  b.  1759 

Peter  and  Martha  (Woods)  Wallace  suffered  much  during  the 
American  Revolutionary  War.  Five  sons  fell  on  battle  fields. 

JOSEPH  WALLACE  FAMILY 
Joseph  Wallace,  b.  8-6-1757,  Rockbridge  County,  Virgina  d.  10-15- 
1820. 

Joseph,  md.  Susan  Feemster,  daughter  of  Thomas  Feemster,  d.  1797 
in  Augusta  County,  Virginia.  Thomas,  md.  Elizabeth  Sitlington. 
Joseph  and  Susan  Wallace  had  a daughter,  ANN  WALLACE, 
b.  10-13-1780  in  North  Carolina  and  d.  7-9-1848,  in  Iowa. 

Ann  Wallace,  md.  Samuel  Stuart,  b.  ( ?),  d.  1-8-1815.  Their  daughter 
Matilda  Stuart,  md.  John  Miller  Parks,  the  son  of  James  Parks 
and  Sarah  Miller. 
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Woods  Family  of  Scotland 

A DAM  LOFTUS  Archbishop  of  Dublin  and  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland 

b.  Yorkshire,  England,  1534 


Sir  Dudley  Loftus  of  County  Dublin 


Sir  Adam  Loftus  and  Jane  Vaughn 


Richard  Parsons  and  Letitia  Loftus 


Sir  Thomas  Worsop  and  Elizabeth  Parsons 


John  Woods  and  Elizabeth  Worsop 


MICHAEL  WOODS 

Michael  Woods  was  b.  1682,  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  He  married 
Lady  Mary  Campbell  of  the  Clan  Campbell,  Argyleshire,  Scotland, 
a relative  of  Archibald  Campbell,  Duke  of  Argyle.  They  married 
1704.  He  died  1762  in  Albemarle  County,  Virginia.  He  had  grants 
for  1300  acres  of  land  on  Lickinghole,  Medium’s  River  and  Beaver 
Creek  in  Albemarle  County,  Virginia.  He  purchased  the  2000  acre 
patent  of  Charles  Hudson  on  Ivy  Creek.  The  first  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  county,  1734,  was  built  on  his  plantation  and  named 
after  his  plantation — “Mountain  Plains” — His  home  place  was  called 
“Blair  Park.”  He  had  as  neighbors  and  friends  men  like  Col.  Peter 
Jefferson,  President  Thomas  Jefferson,  Randolph  Jefferson,  James 
Munroe,  President  James  Madison,  and  others.  He  was  buried  in  the 
family  graveyard  near  his  Blair  Park  home. 
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MICHAEL  WOODS’  WILL 
The  original  WILL  is  filed , Albemarle  County , Virginia 
Dated:  November  24,  1761 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen ! This  twenty-fourth  day  of  November 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-one,  I,  Michael  Woods,  of  the 
Colony  of  Virginia  and  county  of  Albemarle,  being  very  sick  and 
weak  in  body,  but  of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  thanks  to  God,  there- 
fore, calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  knowing  that  it  is 
appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will 
and  testament,  that  is  to  say,  principally  and  first  of  all  I give  and 
recommend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God  that  gave  it, 
and  my  body  I recommend  to  the  earth  to  be  buried  in  a decent  Chris- 
tian burial,  and  as  touching  such  worldly  estate  wherewith  it  hath 
pleased  God  to  bless  me  in  this  life,  I give,  devise  and  dispose  of  all  in 
the  following  manner  and  form  (First)  let  all  my  debts  be  paid, 
(Secondly)  I give  and  bequeath  to  son  Archibald  Woods  ten  pounds, 
(Thirdly)  I give  and  bequeath  to  son  John  Woods  ten  pounds, 
(Fourthly)  I give  and  bequeath  to  daughter  Sarah  ten  pounds, 
(Fifthly)  I give  and  bequeath  to  daughter  Hannah  ten  pounds. 
(Sixthly)  I give  and  bequeath  my  deceased  daughter  Margaret’s 
children  ten  pounds,  (Seventhly)  I give  and  bequeath  to  son  Archi- 
bald and  son  John  my  680  acres  of  land  lying  on  Ivy  Creek,  and  that 
the  said  land  shall  be  sold  and  the  money  divided  among  son,  Archi- 
bald, John,  and  William  Wallace’s  families,  and  that  each  grandchild 
now  in  being  shall  have  an  equal  share.  (Eightly)  I give  and  bequeath 
to  son  William  Woods  twenty  shillings,  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  said 
land.  (Ninthly)  I give  to  William’s  son  Michael  twenty  shillings, 
which  shall  be  paid  out  of  said  land.  (Tenthly)  I give  and  bequeath  to 
daughter  Sarah  one  pistol  which  shall  be  of  the  ready  money  now  by 
me.  (Eleventhly)  I give  and  bequeath  to  son  Archibald’s  son  Michael 
my  great  coat.  And  I do  hereby  utterly  revoke  and  disallow  all  and 
every  other  former  testaments,  wills,  legacies,  bequeaths,  and  execu- 
tions by  me  in  any  ways  before  named,  willed  and  bequeathed  ratify- 
ing and  confirming  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament. 
In  witness  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and 
year  above  written.  Michael  Woods  (L.S.) 
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Signed,  sealed,  published  and  pronounced  and  declared  by  the  said 
Michael  Woods  as  his  last  will  and  testament.  In  presence  of  the  sub- 
scribers. 

Michael  Woods,  Minor 
Michael  Wallace 

I do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint  son  Archibald  Woods, 
John  Woods,  and  William  Wallace  to  be  my  sole  executors,  as  witness 
my  hand  the  year  and  day  above  written. 

Michael  M'oods  (L.S.) 

Michael  Woods,  Minor 
Mic 1 1 ael  Wallace 

The  following  certificate  from  the  clerk  of  the  County  Court  of 
Albemarle  is  appended  to  the  will  as  follows : 

“At  a court  held  for  Albemarle  County  the  1 1th  day  of  June,  17o2 
this  last  will  and  testament  of  Michael  Woods,  deceased,  was  pro- 
duced in  court,  Michael  Woods,  Minor,  and  Michael  Wallace,  two  of 
the  devisees  and  legatees  in  the  said  will,  relinquish  all  benefit  they 
might  claim  by  the  said  will,  whereupon  the  same  was  proved  by  the 
oaths  of  the  said  Michael  Woods,  Minor,  and  Michael  Wallace,  the 
witnesses  thereto  and  ordered  to  be  recorded.  And  on  the  motion  of 
John  Woods  and  William  Wallace,  two  of  the  executors  therein 
named,  made  oath  according  to  law,  certificate  is  granted  them  for 
obtaining  a probate  in  due  form  giving  security,  whereupon  they  with 
Arthur  Hopkins  and  William  Cabell  Gent.,  their  securities  entered 
into  and  acknowledged  their  bond  according. 

Test:  John  Nicholas,  Clerk.” 

The  children  of  Elizabeth  Worsop  and  husband,  John  Woods,  came 
to  America  about  1724.  They  were  Michael  Woods  and  wife,  Lady 
Mary  Campbell,  from  the  north  of  Ireland  to  the  Colony  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  later  to  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  now  Albemarle  County, 
Virginia.  With  them  came — Andrew  Woods,  William  Woods,  James 
Woods,  and  a widowed  sister,  Elizabeth  Woods  Wallace  and  her 
children. 
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Michael  and  Mary  Campbell’s  Children 
Magdalene  Woods,  b.  1706;  d.  1810 
William  Woods,  b.  1705;  Will  probated  April  1782 
Michael  Jr.  Woods,  b.  1708;  d.  1777 
Hannah  Woods,  b.  1710;  d.  ( ?),  md.  William  Wallace 
Col.  John  Woods,  b.  2-19-1712,  md.  Susannah  Anderson,  dau.  Rev. 

James  Anderson,  d.  10-14-1791 
Margaret  Woods,  b.  1714,  md.  Andrew  Wallace 
Richard  Woods,  b.  1715 ; d.  1779,  md.  Jennie 
Archibald  Woods,  b.  1716;  d.  1783,  md. 

Martha  Woods,  b.  1720;  d.  1790,  md.  Peter  Wallace 
Andrew  Woods,  b.  1722;  d.  1781,  md.  Martha  Poage 
Sarah  Woods,  b.  1724;  d.  1792,  md.  Joseph  Lapsley 

WILLIAM  WOODS 
Son  of  Michael  and  Mary  Campbell  Woods 

He  was  born  1705  in  Ireland  at  the  Castle  Dunshanglin  and  came 
to  America  with  his  parents  and  other  relatives. 

A Lieutenant  in  frontier  Indian  Wars,  1758,  from  Albemarle 
County,  Virginia ; held  the  rank  of  Colonel  during  the  Colonial  Wars ; 
was  a constable  in  Fork  of  James  river;  a signer  of  the  Albemarle 
Declaration  of  Independence.  In  Hening’s  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  7, 
p-202,  we  read  that  on  September  14,  1758,  William  met  with  the 
first  General  Assembly  held  at  the  Capitol — Williamsburg,  Virginia. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Fincastle  County,  Virginia. 

WILLIAM  WOODS’  WILL 
Dated  April  12,  1775 
Recorded,  Will  Bk.  I,  p-4 

In  the  name  of  God,  amen.  I,  William  Woods  of  Fincastle  County, 
Farmer,  being  low  and  sick  in  body  but  of  sound  mind  and  calling  to 
mind  the  mortality  of  the  body;  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  once  for 
all  men  to  die — therefore,  I recommend  my  body  to  the  earth  and  my 
soul  to  God  who  gave  it  and  desiring  my  body  to  have  a decent  burial 
and  as  for  the  worldly  substance  that  God  hath  blessed  me  with,  I 
do  bequeath  and  dispose  of  in  the  following  manner. 

Imprimus,  that  is  to  say  that  first  pf  all  my  debts  be  paid.  Item— I 
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do  hereby  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  wife  Susanna  my  bed  and  furni- 
ture with  her  choice  of  one  milk  cow  out  of  the  whole  also  her  choice 
of  one  horse  or  mare  out  of  that  part  of  my  Estate  also  my  old  negro 
Fanny  over  and  above  a child’s  part  during  her  life  or  until  she  is 
married  and  then  to  be  divided  among  my  younger  children  hereafter 
named  also  that  she  shall  have  her  maintenance  and  clothing  about 
the  house  during  her  life  or  widowhood  as  when  I was  alive. 

Item — I do  bequest  and  give  unto  my  youngest  son  Peter  my  planta- 
tion I now  live  on  also  that  the  executors  shall  give  him  one  years 
schooling  also  that  my  Albemarle  lands  shall  be  sold  to  pay  my  just 
debts. 

Item — I do  require  that  my  sons  Michael,  William,  Adam,  Archi- 
bald, and  daughter  Mary  shall  have  no  share  of  my  stock  or  house- 
hold furniture,  but  of  the  negroes  and  outlying  debts  only,  also  Hanna 
that  lives  with  daughter  Mary  shall  be  sold  or  divided  with  the  rest 
of  the  negroes  at  the  direction  of  the  Executors. 

Item — I do  bequest  and  give  unto  my  youngest  children  that  is 
John,  Andrew,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Sarah,  and  Peter  all  my  stock  of 
horses,  cows,  hogs,  and  household  furniture  to  be  equally  divided 
amongst  them  besides  an  equal  share  of  the  negroes  and  the  outlying 
debts  also  that  they  shall  have  their  maintenance  and  clothing  about 
the  house  during  life  or  until  they  are  married  also  I desire  that  my 
still  shall  not  be  sold  but  that  my  children  shall  have  an  equal  right  to 
her  and  set  her  up  for  the  use  of  the  whole  family  upon  this  place, 
also,  I do  hereby  revoke  and  disallow  of  all  other  wills  and  testaments 
by  me  before  made  and  do  establish  this  to  be  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment for  the  use  within  mentioned  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  this 
the  twelfth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

Willm  Woods  (Seal) 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in 
presence  of  us:  Adam  Clendinen 
James  Williams,  Philemon  Cavanaugh 
His 

George  X Swore 
mark 
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Also,  I do  hereby  appoint  adopt  and  ordain  Doctor  Thomas  Walker 
and  William  Woods  both  of  Albemarle  County  and  Michael  Woods 
of  Fincastle  County  to  be  my  Executors  and  to  life  all  out  lying  debts 
and  to  pay  all  my  just  debts  out  of  the  forementioned  effects  as  wit- 
ness my  hand  and  seal  this  the  twelfth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  God  one  thousand  seven  Hundred  and  seventy  five. 

Willm  Woods  (Seal) 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered  in 
Presence  of  us  interlined  before  signed 
Adam  Clendinnen,  James  Williams 
Philemon  Cavanaugh 
His 

George  X Swore 
mark  „ 

At  a Court- held  .for  Greenbrier . County  April  16th,  1782  this 
Instrument  of  writing  was  presented  in  “ Court  as  and  for  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  William  Woods  Deed  by  Thomas  Walker  Esq. 
one  of  the  Executors  therein  named  and  proved  by  the  oath  of  George 
Swobe  one  of  the  witnesses  thereto  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  where- 
upon the  said  Thomas  Walker  came  into  court  and  refused  to  qualify 
as  an  Executor. 

Teste:  John  Stuart  C. 

A certified  copy  made  by  Paul  C.  Hogsett,  Clerk,  September  29, 
1953  for  Mrs.  Catherine  C.  Mann. 

Children  of  William  and  Susanna  Woods 

1.  Adam  Woods,  md.  Anna  Kavanaugh  (some  historians  say)  He 
»■  was  a minister  and  moved  to  Missouri,  d.  1826. 

2.  Michael,  b.  1746,  went  to  Kentucky  about  1780;  owned  land  on 
Muddy  Creek,  Madison  County,  Kentucky.  He  and  wife  dead  by 
1822. 

3.  Andrew  Woods,  b.  1747,  md.  Hannah  Reid.  He  was  a Baptist 
minister  and  moved  to  Tennessee  where  he  died. 

4.  Archibald  Woods,  b.  1-29-1749,  md.  8-5-1773,  Mourning 
Shelton,  daughter  of  William  and  Lucy  Harris  Shelton.  Mourn- 
ing was  born  1756;  d.  1817. 
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5.  William  Woods,  known  as  Beaver  Creek  William,  born  12-31- 
1744;  d.  1837.  He  was  a Revolutionary  Soldier  of  Virginia. 

6.  John  Woods,  b.  1751;  d.  1815,  md.  1778,  Greenbrier  Co.,  W- 
Virginia  to  Abbigail  Estill,  b.  1762;  d.  1840.  Both  are  buried  in 
Tennessee. 

7.  Hannah  Woods,  md.  William  Kavanaugh. 

8.  Elizabeth  Woods,  md.  Philemon  Kavanaugh. 

9.  Mary  Woods,  md.  George  Davidson. 

10.  Sarah  Woods,  b.  1761,  d.  1851,  md.  Mr.  Shirkey. 

11.  Susan  Woods,  (?) 

12.  Peter  Woods,  a Minister,  wife-Jael  (Jane)  Kavanaugh  to  Ken- 
tucky, thence  to  Tennessee  about  1808  and  then  to  Missouri;  d. 
1825. 

According  to  his  (William  W oods’  Will ; he  had  eleven  children  but 
one  book  from  Kentucky  gives  them  twelve  (Susan  must  have  died 
young)  therefore  forgotten  by  many  historians. 

Ancestral  records  reveal  Michael  Woods,  James  Woods,  William 
Woods  and  Andrew  Woods  were  brothers  and  emigrated  to  America 
about  1724-6  settling  first  at  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 
We  do  know  that  Michael  Woods  and  family  came  to  Virginia. 
His  brother  James  patented  200  acres  of  land  on  Stockton’s  Creek 
and  he  died  1784,  according  to.  Hi  story  of  Albemarle  County,  Vir- 
ginia, by  Reverend  Edgar  Woods. 

Descendants  of  Michael  and  Mary  Campbell  Woods  came  to  Ken- 
tucky to  help  protect  the  frontier.  Colonel  John  Woods,  son  of  theirs, 
is  often  confused  with  John  Woods,  son  of  William  Woods  and 
Susanna  Wallace,  his  wife.  Col.  John  was  buried  in  the  Blair  Park 
cemetery  with  his  father  and  mother.  Col.  John  died  October  14, 
1791  and  married  the  daughter  of  Rev.  James  Anderson,  the  Presby- 
terian minister  that  visited  and  preached  at  the  Mountain  Plains 
Church,  which  had  been  erected  on  his  father’s  plantation,  1734.  Col. 
John’s  wife  was  named  Susannah  and  they  had  a daughter  Susannah. 

JOHN  WOODS,  son  of  William  and  Susanna,  came  to  Kentucky 
to  assist  with  the  holding  of  the  frontier  when  the  Indians  made  at- 
tacks. He  married  Abbigail  Estill,  and  had  a daughter  Susanna,  which 
is  often  mistaken,  because  of  name,  to  be  the  Susanna  Woods  of  the 
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Col.  John  Woods  family.  I am  giving  an  abstract  from  John  Woods’ 
WILL  to  show  errors  made  by  folks  trying  to  trace  ancestral  lines. 
His  entire  Will  is  copied  in  my  book,  '‘The  WOODS  Family,”  p-13- 
16.  It  is  also  found  in  WILL  BOOK,  Vol.  1-2  (1808-1876)  Win- 
chester, Tennessee.  These  are  the  names  given  in  his  WILL:  Wife, 
Abegail  Woods,  two  sons-in-law,  Charles  Duncan  and  James  Mc- 
Corn  and  their  wives  Mary  Ann  Duncan  and  Susanna  McCorn,  son, 
James  Woods;  son-in-law  William  Evans  and  wife,  Sary  Woods; 
William  Hazelridge  and  Rebecca  Hazelridge,  his  wife.  Witnessed  by 
Peter  Woods  and  Jonathan  Estill ; dated  4-19-1815. 

The  WOODS  family  as  I can  trace  from  books,  descends  from  ten 
Sureties  for  the  Magna  Charta  of  A.D.  1215. 

Roger  Bigod  John  de  Lacie 

Hugh  Bigod  William  Malet 

Henry  de  Bohun  v William  de  Mowbray 

Gilbert  de  Clare  Saire  de  Quincey 

Richard  de  Clare  Robert  de  Vere 

I have  collected  records  that  trace  the  Woods  family  to  600  B.C. 
and  I am  now  working  to  prove  these  records.  I have  the  silver  spoons 
that  have  letters  M-W  engraved  under  the  handle  of  each  spoon.  They 
are  claimed  to  be  of  a very  old  English  pattern  by  a manufacturer  of 
silverware. 

ARCHIBALD  WOODS 
Son  of  William  and  Susannah  Woods 
He  was  b.  1-29-1749,  Albemarle  County,  Virginia;  md.  8-5-1773, 
Mourning  Shelton.  Archibald  as  Captain  of  Virginia  Militia  under 
Col.  Russell  marched  200  miles  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Watauga.  He  and 
his  men  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Watauga  and  as  soon  as  the 
battle  ended  news  came  the  Shawnee  Indians  were  hostile.  He  and 
his  men  sped  home  as  quickly  as  possible;  on  arrival  found  the 
families  forted  and  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  fort  and  local 
defenses  until  spring.  He  remained  constantly  in  the  frontier  defenses 
until  after  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  in  1781,  when  he  goes  to 
Kentucky;  then,  returns  to  Virginia  and  removes  his  family  in  the 
fall  of  1782  to  Estill  Station,  Madison  County,  Kentucky.  He  secures 
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in  1784,'  1000  acres  on  Dreaming  Creek;  built  Woods  Fort  and  lived 
in  Madison  County  about  25  or  35  years.  In  1785,  he  was  appointed 
by  Gov.  Patrick  Henry,  along  with  nine  other  men  as  “Gentlemen 
Justices  of  Peace  for  Madison  County,  Kentucky.”  He  was  still  a 
magistrate  in  1798,  when  Richmond  was  made  the  county-seat.  His 
wife,  Mourning  Woods  d.  9-7-1817.  He  came  to  Tennessee  and  lived 
until  1820.  Later  returned  to  Kentucky  and  d.  12-17-1836.  He  was 
said  to  be  a man  of  highest  ideals  of  manhood  and  patriotism.  He 
maintained  his  carriage,  fine  horses  and  driver  as  long  as  he  lived. 


Lucy  Woods 
William  Woods 
Susannah  Woods 
Mary  Woods 
Sarah  Woods 


Children 

Archibald  Woods,  Junior 
Anna  Woods 
Thomas  Woods 
Ann  Woods 
Mourning  Woods 


MICHAEL  WOODS,  JUNIOR 
Son  of  Michael  and  Mary  Campbell  Woods  of  Blair  Park 
Michael,  Junior,  was  b.  1708  in  Ireland  and  lived  in  Albemarle 
County,  Virginia  until  about  1773,  when  he  removed  to  Botetourt 
Co.,  Virginia  and  lived  on  a plantation  on  the  southside  of  James 
River.  His  WILL  probated  3-11-1777.  Botetourt  Co.,  Va.  Will  Bk. 
“A,”  p-73. 

His  wife  ANN  (?)  Their  children: 


Jane  Woods 
Samuel  Woods 
Ann  (Anne)  Woods 
Margaret  W oods 
Magdalene  b.  1755  ; d 


David  Woods 
William  Woods 
Martha  Woods 


Susanna  Woods 
Elizabeth  Woods 
Sarah  Woods 
Magdalene  Woods 
1830  at  Lexington,  Virginia 
She  married  William  Campbell  (don’t  have  more  information) 
Michael  served  as  an  officer  in  protecting  the  frontier. 


MAGDALENA  WOODS  McDOWELL 


A daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Campbell  Woods,  Blair  Park, 
Virginia,  she  was  born  in  1706  and  died  1810  according  to  rqcqrds. 
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111  Peyton’s  History  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  we  find  the  early 
settlers  of  the  county  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  natives  of  north 
Ireland.  They  were  Presbyterian  in  Faith  and  victims  of  religious 
persecution.  They  lived  in  log  houses  and  built  log-meeting  houses. 
All  the  immigrants  brought  their  Bibles  and  left  other  things  behind. 
■]The  first  settlers  in  Borden’s  grant  was  Ephraim  McDowell  and 
Tajnily.  His  children  were:  Mary,  James,  John,  (all  I have  record 

fprfe,!  ' . 

Early  in  1738,  the  Presbytery  of  Donegal,  Pennsylvania  sent  Rev. 
James  Anderson  to  preach  and  visit  with  the  families.  At  that  time, 
Augusta  County  extended  to  the  Mississippi  River  and  later  the  states 
of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  were  formed.  Some  of  the 
sturdy  Scotch-Irish  families  were:  Andersons,  Campbells,  McDow- 
ells, Pattons,  Prestons,  Trimbles,  Woods,  Duncans,  Browns,  Brown- 
ings. 

Magdalena  married,  1734,  Captain  John  McDowell,  a prominent 
man  of  the  military  force  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia.  The  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Virginia  in  1752,  passed  several  acts  “for  en- 
couraging families  to  settle  on  waters  of  the  Mississippi  River  in 
Augusta  County.”  Some  Indians  made  a raid  on  the  county,  De- 
cember 1753.  John  McDowell  lived  on  Timber  Ridge  (now  Rock- 
bridge Co.,  Va.).  He  and  eight  of  his  friends  were  killed  by  the 
Indians. 

The  eldest  son  of  Magdalena  and  John  McDowell  was  Samuel 
McDowell,  b.  1735.  Samuel  married  January  17,  1754  Mary  Mc- 
Clung.  He  and  his  family  moved  to  Mercer  County,  Kentucky  in 
1784.  In  1786,  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  first  court  held  in 
Kentucky  District.  Judge  McDowell  presided  over  the  nine  con- 
ventions which  considered  the  question  of  a separation  from  Virginia. 
He  was  made  the  president  of  the  convention  of  1792  that  framed 
the  first  state  constitution  for  Kentucky. 

Some  of  the  children  of  Judge  Samuel  and  Mary  McClung  Mc- 
Dowell were:  John  b.  1757;  James  b.  1760;  Col.  Joseph  and  Dr. 
Ephraim  of  Danville,  Kentucky. 
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Dr.  • Ephraim  Mc- 
Dowell was  born  in 
Rockbridge  County, 

Virginia,  November  11, 

1771.  In  1784,  he  set- 
tled in  Danville,  Ken- 
tucky; went  to  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland  to  study 
medicine,  1793-1794. 

He  performed  the  first 
successful  abdominal 
operation  on  Christmas 
Day,  1809.  He  built  a 
two-room  brick  drug 
store  near  his  home  in 
Danville.  It  was  built 
in  1792  (restored  re- 
cently) for  his  office 
and  drug  dispensary. 

This  operation  gave 
him  the  title,  “a  famous 
surgeon.”  A postage 
stamp  was  issued  to  commemorate  the  150th  anniversary  of  this 
successful  operation,  the  first  issue  being  sold  at  Danville,  Ivy.  on 
December  3,  1959  and  later  at  other  postoffices  over  the  United 
States. 

He  married  Sarah  Shelby,  daughter  of  Governor  Isaac  Shelby,  in 
1802.  (Gov.  Shelby  was  the  Col.  Isaac  Shelby  at  the  battle  of  King’s 
Mountain  during  the  American  Revolutionary  War.) 

A descendant  of  Dr.  McDowell's,  James  McDowell  married  Sarah 
Preston,  daughter  of  Colonel  William  Preston,  and  their  son,  James 
McDowell,  Jr.  married  his  cousin,  Miss  Preston,  a daughter  of  Gen- 
eral Francis  Preston  and  wife,  Sarah  P>.  Campbell.  Adeline  Mc- 
Dowell married  Judge  Deadrick  of  Tennessee  and  another  daughter 
of  Dr.  Ephraim’s  married  Major  Anderson  and  moved  to  Missouri. 
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COLONEL  JOSEPH  McDOWELL 

A brother  of  Dr.  Ephraim  McDowell,  married  Margaret  Irvine 
and  their  daughter,  Ann  Maria,  married  Abraham  Irvine  Caldwell. 
Ann  and  Abe  had  a daughter,  Mary  Cowan  Caldwell  that  married 
John  C.  Crawford  of  Garrard  County,  Kentucky.  From  this  marriage 
there  is  a daughter,  Miss  Estelle  Crawford,  hostess  at  the  Dr. 
Ephraim  McDowell  museum,  Danville,  Kentucky. 

PRESTON  FAMILY 

1746 — -May  Court  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  John  Preston 
proved  his  importation  from  Ireland  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Patton ; her  brother  being  James  Patton. 

CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  AND  ELIZABETH  PRESTON 

William,  Lettice  {Leticia),  Ann 

1761- — The  November  Assembly  appointed  the  First  Trustees  of 
Staunton  as  follows:  William  Preston,  John  Brown,  John  Poage, 
and  others. 

1768- 1769 — William  Preston  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses 
1773 — Samuel  McDowell  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses 

1769 —  Justices  for  Botetourt  Co.,  Va.  were:  Richard  Woods,  Wil- 
liam Preston,  James  Trimble,  Benjamin  Estill.  Richard  Woods,  as 
Sheriff,  1770.  Arthur  Campbell  represented  the  Holston  Settle- 
ment 

1772 — First  Justices  of  Fincastle  were:  William  Preston,  Arthur 
Campbell,  Benjamin  Estill,  William  Russell,  Samuel  Crockett.  First 
County  Court  held  at  Lead  Mines,  Jan.  5,  1773,  members  present 
were:  Arthur  Campbell,  William  Preston,  sheriff. 

Part  of  letter — “News  of  several  people  being  killed  by  Indians  on 
Sinking  Creek — 10  miles  from  Col.  Prestons.”  I am  Dear  Sir, 
very  sincerely  yours,  Arthur  Campbell. 
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Col.  William  Campbell  lived  at  “Aspinvale,”  the  present  Seven  Mile 
Ford  of  Smyth  County,  Virginia. 

Captain  Crockett  lived  on  head  waters  of  South  Fork  of  Holston 
River  in  present  Smyth  County. 

Col.  William  Preston  lived  at  Smithfield,  west  of  Blacksburg. 

Major  Arthur  Campbell  lived  at  Royal  Oak,  east  of  Marion,  Virginia. 
1773 — Reports  of  Col.  William  Preston,  County-lieutenant  of  Fin- 
castle,  states  11  killed  by  Indians;  James  Boone,  son  of  Daniel 
Boone;  Henry  Russell,  son  of  Capt.  William  Russell;  a Drake  boy, 
son  of  Capt.  Drake. 

1745-48 — Patton  organized  an  exploring  and  surveying  expedition. 
Some  of  the  names:  Charles  Campbell,  son-in-law  of  Col.  John 
Buchanan,  Dr.  Thomas  Walker,  James  Woods. 

The  Shelton  family  a friend  to  my  Woods  family  of  Augusta  Co., 
Va.  This  is  the  oldest  land  record  I have  for  them:  “For  the  sum  of 
4 pounds,  15  shillings  of  lawful  money  do  Grant,  Confirm  unto  John 
Shelton  a track  of  940  acres  in  the  County  of  Augusta,  the  middle 
fork  of  Indian  River.  Robert  Denwiddie  Esquire  our  Lt-Governor, 
Williamsbourough.  Seal  of  said  Colony  on  the  16th  Day  of  August 
1756.”  Charles  Lewis  register  of  Patent  Land  Office,  5-31-1792!. 
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Duncan  Family 

I Tirginia-Kentucky-T  ennessee 

^pHE  Duncans  are  said  to  have  come  from  Scotland.  William  Dun- 
can died  in  Culpepper  County,  Virginia,  1781.  His  son,  Charles 
Duncan,  married  Sarah  Browning-.  Records  prove  she  came  to  Ken- 
tucky and  lived  on  Muddy  Creek,  in  Madison  County. 

Children 

1.  Mary  Duncan  md.  Robert  Covington 

2.  Nimrod  Duncan  md.  Lucy  Browning 

3.  William  Duncan  md.  twice  (?) 

4.  Charles  Duncan  md.  Margaret  (Mary)  Woods,  December  17, 

1795 

5.  Shadrack  Duncan  md.  Elizabeth  Williams 

6.  Isaac  Duncan  md.  Susannah  Kavanaugh,  dau.  Wm.  & Han- 

nah Woods  Kavanaugh 

7.  John  Duncan  md.  twice 

8.  Milly  Duncan  md.  Jaret  Phelps 

9.  Henry  Duncan  md.  (?) 

10.  Sallie  Elizabeth  Duncan  md.  Eli  Simmons 

11.  Zachariah  Duncan  md.  (?) 

CULPEPPER  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA,  MARRIAGES 
Nimrod  Duncan  to  Lucy  Browning 

Charles  Duncan  to  Sarah  Browning,  dau.  of  Francis  Browning  and 
his  wife,  Frances  Norman 

CHARLES  DUNCAN  AND  MARY  ANN  WOODS 
He  was  b.  10-14-1770;  d.  6-12-1839;  She  was  b.  2-8-1779;  d.  8-14- 
1831. 

Children 

1.  An  infant  daughter  b.  1796  and  died 
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2.  Sallie,  b.  11-12-1798,  md.  Birdwell 

3.  Abbigail,  b.  11-1-1800,  md.  Willis  Champion 

4.  Mary,  b.  3-18-1803,  md.  William  Champion 

5.  Rebecca,  b.  3-25-1805,  md.  Elizah  Kelly 

6.  Ruth,  b.  6-2-1807,  md.  Willis  Kelly 

7.  Malinda,  b.  2-25-1810,  md.  (?) 

8.  John  Woods,  b.  3-28-1813,  ( ?) 

9.  Lucy  Ann  Elizabeth,  b.  7-30-1817;  d.  1-15-1879,  md.  Henry 

Modena 

10.  Charles  Browing,  b.  3-13-1820,  (?) 

Note : More  data  on  the  Charles  Duncan  family  in  a book.  Genealogy 
of  The  Woods  Family 


Lucy  Ann  Elizabeth  Duncan 
Wife  of  Henry  Moclena 
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LUCY  A.  E.  DUNCAN  AND  HENRY  MODENA 
Lucy,  b.  7-30-1817;  d.  1-15-1879;  md.  9-3-1835 
Henry,  b.  1.798;  d.  1-30-1847  (War  record  of  1812) 

Children 

Martha  Ann,  b.  6-20-1836;  d.  11-28-1878;  md,  Mr.  Hale 
Virginia  Elizabeth,  b.  4-14-1838;  d.  11-20-1899;  md.  Embrey 
Sallie,  b.  about  1840;  no  other  record 

Thomas  Henry,  b.  7-10-1845;  d.  11-18-1877 ; md.  Ann  Lyons,  11-16- 
1871 


Their  Children 

Will  Modena,  b.  8-10-1872;  d.  ( ?) 

Tom  Modena,  Jr.,  b.  7-31-1876;  d.  3- P-1900 
Susie  Modena,  b.  8-24-1878;  living  1946 
Charlie  Modena,  b.  10-31-1880;  d.  (?) 

David  Modena,  b.  6-22-1884;  d.  (?) 

Harry  Modena,  b.  ( ?)  ; d.  11-18-1877 
Roy  Modena,  b,  ( ?) ; d.  10-20-1891 
After  Henry  Modena’s  death,  great  grandmother,  Lucy  A.  E. 
Modena,  went  to  live  with  her  daughter,  Virginia  E.  Embrey.  She  is 
buried  about  one  and  a half  miles  from  Cowan,  Tennessee,  in  the  old 
Austelle  Cemetery  where  M.  D.  Embrey,  Jr.  and  wife,  Virginia  E. 
(Modena)  Embrey  and  “Little  Lucy  A.  E.  Embrey”  are  buried. 

(Have  been  told  that  Henry  Modena  is  buried  at  Decherd  and 
others  claim  an  old  cemetery  on  Elk  River — -don’t  have  proof.) 
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HENRY  MODENA 

Soldier  of  1812 — Virginia  to  Tennessee 

A copy  of  data  sent  to  me  from  the  VETERANS  ADMINISTRA- 
TION, Washington,  D.C.,  September  1938 
“This  data  of  Henry  Modena  was  obtained  from  the  claims  for 
pension  and  bounty  land  based  upon  his  service  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  on  file  under  W.C.  10776. 

Henry  Modena  volunteered  in  Albemarle  County,  Virginia,  from 
the  88th  Regiment  of  Albemarle  County,  Virginia  Militia,  served  in 
Captain  John  Roth  well’s  company,  7th  Regiment,  4th  Brigade  of  Va. 
militia  and  was  discharged  February  22,  1815,  at  Camp  Carter,  hav- 
ing served  six  months.  (Enlisted  August  22,  1815.)  At  the  time  of 
his  enlistment  was  seventeen  years  of  age  (b.  1798),  was  five  feet 
six  inches  in  height,  had  dark  hair,  blue  eyes,  fair  complexion  and 
was  a farmer. 

Henry  Modena  married  September  3,  1835,  in  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee,  Lucy  Ann  E.  Duncan,  a resident  of  that  county.  The 
marriage  license  was  dated  August  29,  1835.  They  were  married  by 
A.  J.  Steel,  a minister  of  the  Gospel.  Neither  party  had  been  married 
previously.  After  their  marriage,  they  lived  in  Albemarle  County, 
Virginia  thence  to  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  where  he  died  Jan- 
uary 30,  1847. 

Lucy  Ann  E.  Modena  applied  October  4,  1855,  for  bounty  land 
which  was  due  on  account  of  the  service  of  her  husband,  Henry 
Modena,  in  the  War  of  1812.  She  was  then  aged  thirty-eight  years 
and  a resident  of  Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  On  this  application 
she  was  granted  one  hundred  sixty  acres  of  bounty  land,  Warrant 
No.  52758,  under  the  Act  of  March  3,  1855.  In  support  of  this  ap- 
plication for  bounty  land,  James  H.  Davis;  B.  S.  O’Rear;  Charles 
P.  Taylor,  and  John  Winford,  all  residents  of  Franklin  County, 
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Tennessee,  made  affidavits.  No  relationship  to  the  family  of  the 
soldier  is  shown. 

May  23,  1878,  Lucy  Ann  E.  Modena,  then  a resident  of  Franklin 
County,  Tennessee,  with  postoffice  at  Winchester,  applied  for  pension 
which  was  due  for  service  of  Henry  Modena,  her  husband,  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Pension  was  allowed. 

In  1878,  in  support  of  this  claim  for  pension,  the  following  persons 
made  affidavit:  John  F.  Finney,  aged  forty-three  years — Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  Franklin  County,  Tennessee;  Hayden  March,  aged 
sixty-five  years ; T.  M.  Pryor,  aged  seventy-one  years,  all  neighbors 
of  the  Modenas,  and  F.  B.  Wade  who  was  born,  February  11,  1801, 
a neighbor  that  was  one  of  the  “attendants”  at  the  marriage  of  Henry 
Modena  and  Lucy  Ann  E.  Duncan.” 

CHARLES  AND  MARY  ANN  (WOODS)  DUNCAN’S 
Children  to  Alabama  and  Mississippi 

Ruth  and  Rebecca  Duncan  married  Kelly  brothers. 

William  S.  Kelly,  b.  1747;  d.  12-13-1824,  Franklin  County,  Ten- 
nessee, married  Mary  Durham,  who  died  2-14-1830,  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee. 

Their  son,  William  Durham  Kelly,  b.  5-6-1783,  md.  Mrs.  Miriam 
Lloyd  O’ Rear,  8-1-1806.  She  was  b.  9-13-1777;  d.  10-17-1850.  Their 
son,  Willis  Alexander  Kelly,  b.  3-20-1807 ; d.  3-20-1870  at  Winona, 
Mississippi.  He  married  Ruth  Duncan  (dau.  of  Charles  and  Mary 
Duncan).  She  died  1880,  Winona,  Mississippi.  Their  daughter  Mary 
Ann  Kelly,  b.  7-21-1846;  d.  6-9-1925,  Yazoo  County,  Mississippi. 
She  married  Jesse  Marion  Brumfield,  b.  9-22-1843;  d.  1-8-1891. 
They  had  two  daughters,  Lucy  and  Maggie  Brumfield.  Lucy  was  a 
teacher  in  the  state  of  Mississippi  for  several  years.  These  two  wom- 
en made  their  home  on  the  farm  with  a brother  (?)  of  Valley,  Mis- 
sissippi. 

From  the  Original  Minutes  of  Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church,  Cal- 
houn County,  Alabama,  these  notes  are  taken:  “September  1834. 
The  church  received  by  letter  Margaret  Cobb  Durham  Kelly,  wife  of 
John  Brumfield,  and  Ruth  Duncan  Kelly,  wife  of  Willis  Alexander 
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Kelly,’’  Margaret  and  John  Brumfield  the  parents  of  Charles  Brum- 
field and  grandparents  of  Jesse  Marion  Brumfield. 

"May  1838,  The  church  having  met,  Mariam  Kelly  and  Ora  Kelly 
Dodson  presented  their  letters  and  were  received.”  Miriam,  the  wife 
of  William  Durham  Kelly  and  Ora  Kelly  Dodson  their  daughter  and 
sister  of  Willis  and  Elizah  Kelly. 

Have  found  very  little  data  on  Rebecca  Duncan  Kelly  and  husband, 
Elizah  Kelly.  Some  claim  Rebecca  married  at  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee  before  going  to  Alabama  and  Mississippi  but  am  unable 
to  locate  records.  Rebecca  born  3-25-1805;  died  July  1861.  Elizah 
Lloyd  Kelly,  b.  3-4-1809;  d.  1889  at  Poplar  Springs,  near  Meridian, 
Mississippi. 

Charles  Brumfield  married  Harriet  Knight,  daughter  of  John 
Knight,  (1773-1861)  and  Keziah  Davis  (1778-1859).  Data  copied 
from  John  Knight’s  Bible  and  William  Durham  Kelly’s  Bible;  also 
from  tombstones  in  counties  of  Mississippi  as  name  above. 

Abbigail  Duncan  and  Mary  Duncan  married  Champion  brothers, 
or  kinsmen,  and  came  to  Tennessee  from  Kentucky  according  to 
family  tradition. 
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Kentucky  Embreys 

/ I VHE  territory  comprising  the  State  of  Kentucky  was  still  a part  of 
Virginia  until  it  was  admitted  as  a state  in  1792.  Some  of  the  set- 
tlers, from  what  is  now,  RUSSELL  COUNTY,  had  to  make  the  trip 
to  Stanford,  the  county-seat,  on  foot  or  by  horseback.  Later,  some 
men  went  to  MONTICELLO,  Wayne  County,  as  it  was  formed  in 
1800  from  Cumberland  and  Pulaski  counties.  Russell  County  being 
formed  from  Adair,  Wayne,  and  Cumberland  counties. 

RUSSELL  COUNTY  MARRIAGES 
by  Lucy  A.  Embrey 

Polly  Embry  to  Stephen  Wooldridge,  3-9-1825,  B-I.  Browden. 
Thomas  Embry  to  Mary  Ann  White,  2-11-1840,  B-E.  Coffey. 

WILLIS  EMBREY 

Willis  b.  1778  in  Va. ; d.  1827,  Wife:  Jane  (Jenny)  Denham 
Willis  Embry  and  Jenny  Denham,  md.  8-30-1798,  Madison  County. 
Ky.  Minister  was  John  Pall  and  the  Bondsman,  Josiah  Simms. 

Children 

Willis  b.  1799;  Jesse  b.  1-15-1800;  Mary  Ann  b.  12-28-1801 ; 

Wiley  S.  b.  9-8-1803;  Merrill  D.  b.  4-5-1805;  Parker  b.  1809; 
Eliza  b.  1810;  Elizabeth  (Polly)  b.  1812. 

Eliza  md.  W.  B.  Wagoner,  (Wagner)  and  came  to  Tenessee. 
Elizabeth  md.  B.  F.  Russey  and  lived  in  Franklin  Co.,  Term. 

KENTUCKY  LAND  WARRANTS  by  JILLSON,  p-119 
Willis  Embry — 200  acres — 1816,  Adair  County,  Kentucky 
Jesse  Embry — 50  acres — 1817,  Adair  County,  Kentucky 
Parker  Embry — 50  acres — 1817,  Adair  County,  Kentucky 
Jane  Embry — 50  acres — 1834,  Russell  County,  Kentucky 
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WILLIS  EMBRY  . . . LAND  PATENT  #394 
I have  a photoprint  of  the  Land  Patent  #394  for  200  acres  in 
Adair  County;  issued  to  Willis  Embry  on  March  25,  1817  and  re- 
corded in  KLW  Book  “A,”  page  457. 

The  land  patent  being  signed  by  Gabriel  Slaughter,  Esq-Governor 
of  Kentucky  and  John  Pope,  Secretary.  The  200  acres  being  surveyed 
the  24th  day  of  August,  1816.  The  land  located  in  the  County  of 
Adair  on  Cumberland  River.  The  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  affixed 
at  Frankfort  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1817. 

JANE  EMBRY  . . . LAND  PATENT  #15,674 
I'have  the  photoprint  of  this  Land  Patent  #15,674  for  50  acres  in 
Russell  County  on  the  waters  of  Indian  Creek,  a branch  of  Cumber- 
land River.  Signed  by  John  L.  Helm,  Esq.  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky.  The  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  affixed,  at 
Frankfort,  on  the  2nd  day  of  August,  1850;  recorded  in  County 
Court  Orders  Book  30,  p-246. 

WILLIAM  DENHAM  . . . LAND  GRANT  OF  VIRGINIA 
He  is  the  father  of  Jane  Denham,  wife  of  Willis  Embry  and  was 
a Revolutionary  Soldier.  I have  the  photoprint  of  this  Land  Grant 
for  1000  acres  in  Fayette  County;  issued  to  William  Denham  on  the 
9th  day  of  February,  1789  and  recorded  in  Virginia  Grants  Book 
13,  p-570  Beverly  Randolph,  Esquire  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia.  The  1000  acres  surveyed  the  3rd  day  of  June 
1785.  Land  on  the  waters  of  the  Northfork  of  Elkhorn  adjoining  his 
Settlement.  The  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  affixed,  at  Richmond,  on 
the  9th  day  of  February,  1789. 

Jenny  Denham’s  father,  William  Denham,  clears  up  his  daughters 
connection  with  our  Embry  (Embrey)  family  and  lets  us  better 
understand  why  the  Merrills  have  the  D,  which  stands  for  Denham. 
One  of  the  Winchester  Embreys,  a few  years  ago,  wrote  the  name 
was  DONHAM.  I had  my  Uncle  Charles’  word — “Denham”  and 
found  he  was  correct  and  this  WILL  as  well  as  the  Virginia  Land 
Grant  gives  definite  proof. 
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WILLIAM  DENHAM’S  WILL 
I,  William  Denham  of  the  Pulaski  County,  State  of  Kentucky  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  love  and  Natural  affection  I have  for  my 
grandchildren  (that  is)  William  Denham  son  of  Obed  Denham,  Jesse 
Embrey,  William  Eavans  and  William  McWhorter,  I have  this  day 
given,  granted,  and  conveyed  to  the  said  William  Denham,  son  of 
Obed  Denham,  Jesse  Embrey,  William  Eavans,  and  Wililam  Mc- 
Whorter a certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  lying  and  being  in  the 
County  aforesaid  containing  four  hundred  acres  be  the  same  more 
or  less.  Bounded  as  follows  (To  wit)  Beginning  on  a Sowerwood  on 
John  Thacker  line  and  running  thence  south  10  west  100  poles  to  a 
white  oak-Thomas  Whites  corner  thence  with  Whites’  line  south  220 
poles  passing  White’s  corner  30  poles  to  a hickory  and  black  oak 
thence  south  67  East  200  poles  to  two  Black  oaks  thence  North  220 
poles  to  two  Dogwoods  thence  North  65  West  188  poles  to  the  begin- 
ning with  its  appurtenances  to  have  and  to  hold  equally  the  said 
tract  or  parcel  of  land  to  the  said  William  Denham,  son  of  Obed 
Denham,  Jesse  Embrey,  William  Eavans,  and  William  McWhorter 
and  their  heirs  forever  and  the  said  WILLIAM  DENHAM  will  war- 
rant and  defend  from  himself  and  his  heirs  the  aforesaid  tract  of 
land  to  the  said  William  Denham,  son  of  Obed  Denham,  Jesse  Em- 
brey, William  Eavans,  and  William  McWhorter  and  their  heirs.  In 
witness  whereof,  I,  the  aforesaid  William  Denham  hath  this  day  set 
my  hand  and  seal  this  the  29th  day  of  July  1818. 

Signed:  William  Denham 

Witnesses:  Aaron  Layent 

Alexander  Denham 
James  Denham 

The  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  Pulaski  County  Seat 

I,  William  Fox,  Clerk  to  the  County  Court  holders  for  the  County 
aforesaid  do  hereby  certify  that  the  Indenture  of  bargain  and  sale 
from  William  Denham  to  William  Denham,  son  of  Obed  Denham, 
Jesse  Embrey,  William  Eavans  and  William  McWhorter  was  pro- 
duced to  me  at  my  office,  as  Clerk  to  the  Court  aforesaid  on  the  13th 
day  of  August  1818  and  Acknowledged  by  the  said  William  Denham 
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to  be  his  act  and  Deed  and  the  same  hath  been  duly  recorded  in  my 
office.  Test : Will  Fox 

DEEDS  OF  RUSSELL  COUNTY  KENTUCKY 
copied  by  Lucy  A.  Embrey 
Deed  Book  “B”,  1829,  p-35  ’ 

This  gives  Samuel  Godsey  the  'Tower  of  attorney  over  the  tract 
of  land  called  the  Long  Bottom  of  Cumberland  river  in  Russell  Co., 
Kentucky. 

I,  William  S.  Patterson,  clerk  of  county  court  for  Russell  County, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  power  of  attorney  (Samuel 
Godsey  ) was  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  acknowledged  by  Jane 
Embry,  before  me,  in  my  office,  to  be  her  act  and  deed  and  that  I have 
recorded  the  said  "power  of  attorney’ ’ together  with  this  certificate  in 
my  office  as  the  law  directs.  Given  under  my  hand  this  15th  Day  of 
October  1827. 

Will  S.  Patterson 

Willis  Embry  (Embrey)  does  not  appear  on  the  tax  books  for 
Russell  County  but  his  wife’s  name  does,  as  his  widow.  He  died  some- 
time 1827  but  could  not  locate  a WILL. 

DEED  Book  “D”,  1841,  p-61 

M.  D.  Embrey  sells  and  transfers  to  Thomas  Embree  (gr-son  of 
Willis  Embrey)  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  and  county  of  Russell  all 
my  interest,  right,  and  claims  as  ONE  of  the  heirs  of  Willis  Embree, 
dec’cl  in  a tract  of  land  containing  200  acres,  lying  on  the  waters  of 
Cumberland  river  in  what  is  called  the  Long  Bottom  in  Russell  Co., 
Ky.,  being  the  same  tract  of  land  which  was  patented  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky  to  the  Said  Willis  Embree,  dec’d. 

In  testimony,  whereof,  I have  here  unto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this 
11th  Day  of  October  1841. 

M.  D.  Embrey  (Seal) 

Witnesses : Charles  Patterson,  George  Bryan 

William  S.  Patterson,  C.R.C.C.  certifies  that  this  transfer  from 
M.  D.  Embrey  to  Thomas  Embree  was  produced  and  acknowledged 
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by  Said  M.  D.  Enibrey  to  be  his  act  and  deed  and  I have  admitted  the 
same  to  record  in  this  Office  as  required  by  law.  Given  under  my  hand 
this  the  11th  Day  of  October  1841. 

William  S.  Patterson,  C.R.C.C. 
by  William  B.  Stone,  D.C. 


Deed  Book  “D”,  1845,  p-402 

I sell  and  transfer  to  Thomas  Embrey  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  and 
County  of  Russell  all  my  interest,  Right,  and  Claim  as  one  of  the 
heirs  of  Willis  Embrey,  dec’d,  in  a tract  of  land  containing  200  acres, 
lying  on  the  waters  of  Cumberland  River  in  what  is  called  the  Long- 
Bottom  in  Russell  County,  Kentucky  being  the  same  tract  of  land 
which  was  patented  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  to  the  Said 
Willis  Embry,  dec’d.  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  22nd 
Day  of  October  1845. 

Wiley  S.  Embrey  (Seal) 

(Note  this  Wiley  Embrey  located  at  Columbia,  Tennessee,  Maury 
County)  Kentucky,  Russell  Co.  Set. 

I,  George  Bryan,  Deputy  Clerk  for  the  county  aforesaid  do  certify 
that  the  foregoing  deed  of  transfer  from  Wiley  Embrey  to  Thomas 
Embrey  was  this  Day  produced  to  me  in  my  office  by  the  Said  grand- 
son (Thomas  Embry).  Certificate  recorded  in  my  office  this  22nd 
Day  of  October  1845. 

George  Bryan,  D.C. 

Deed  Book  “E”,  1850,  p-186 

18th  Day  of  September  1850,  Jane  Embry  of  the  County  of  Wayne 
and  State  of  Kentucky  sells  to  George  McWhorter  of  the  County  of 
Russell  and  State  of  Kentucky  for  $4000  three  certain  tracts  or 
parcels  of  land  lying  in  County  of  Russell  on  Cumberland  river,  one 
tract  lying  in  what  is  called  Long  Bottom  on  River  containing  200 
acres,  the  second  tract  lying  near  the  first  tract  in  the  hills,  containing 
610  acres,  deed  from  Andrew  Meadows  to  Said  Jane  Embree,  and 
the  third  tract  described  in  patent  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky  to  the  Said  Jane  Embree. 

Jane  Embree  (Seal) 
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Deed  Book  “K”,  1870,  p-41 

23rd  Day  of  November  1870  Merrill  D.  Emery  and  Elizabeth  J. 
Emery,  his  wife,  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  and  Metier  County  of  the 
first  part  and  William  N.  Stoke  and  Shelly  C.  Stoke  of  Russell 
County,  Kentucky  of  the  second  part.  The  Emery s sell  two  town  lots 
in  the  town  of  Lairville  in  Russell  County,  Kentucky  for  the  sum  of 
$125  dollars  to  be  paid  on  the  25th  Day  of  December  1870. 

Merrill  D.  Emery  (Seal) 
Elizabeth  J.  Emery  (Seal) 

These  deeds  prove  Willis  and  Jane  (Jenny  Denham)  Embrey  the 
parents  of  Wiley  S.  Embrey  that  settled  in  Maury  County,  Tennessee 
and  the  Merrill  D.  Embrey  and  wife,  Charity  of  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee  (my  ancestors).  The  Bible  records  of  my  grandfather, 
Merrill  D.  Embrey,  Jr.  gives  data  on  his  marriage,  children,  and 
family  deaths. 

The  WILL  of  Jesse  Embrey,  Winchester,  Franklin  County  men- 
tions his  son,  Willis,  being  dead  and  leaving  eight  children.  The  Will 
of  William  Denham  proves  his  daughter  married  an  Embrey,  even 
tho,  he  does  not  name  his  daughter  but  names  the  grandson,  Jesse 
Embrey. 
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Franklin  County,  Tennessee 

"JpHE  land  comprising  the  state  of  Tennessee  was  divided  into  two 
Districts,  which  were  known  as  the  “Mero  District”  and  “Wash- 
ington District.”  An  old  map  of  1814  shows  Washington  District 
composed  of  these  counties — Hawkins,  Sullivan,  Powells  Valley, 
Knox,  Blount,  Sevier,  Jefferson,  Green,  and  Washington,  while  the 
“Mero  District”  had  three  counties — Davidson,  Sumner,  and  Tennes- 
see. The  land  that  became  Franklin  County,  prior  to  1806,  was 
considered  as  belonging  to  the  Cherokee  Indians.  General  James  Win- 
chester, a revolutionary  soldier  and  statesman  from  Virginia  came, 
to  what  is  Tennessee,  in  1785.  The  grants  to  settlers  were  on  Elk 
River  because  it  was  the  best  land. 

By  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  on 
December  3,  1807,  the  county  of  Franklin  was  created  and  named  for 
Benjamin  Franklin.  The  first  county  court  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Major  William  Russell. 

The  Elk  River  and  its  tributaries  furnished  the  principal  drainage 
of  the  county.  Mineral  springs  were  plentiful  and  were  an  attraction 
for  summer  visitors.  Some  of  the  most  talked  of  springs  were — Estill 
Springs,  Winchester  Springs,  and  Hurricane  Springs. 

The  first  settlers  had  neither  churches,  schools,  mills,  factories,  nor 
conveniences,  but  were  survivors  or  descendants  of  men  that  served 
in  the  American  Revolution  or  Colonial  wars.  These  settlers  brought 
with  them  the  traits  of  character  that  marked  their  ancestors  as  well 
as  themselves. 

In  1808,  Franklin  County  gave  President  James  Madison  a tre- 
mendous majority,  and  the  State  Legislature  sent  him  a message  that 
the  people  of  Tennessee  would  “rally  round  the  standard  of  their 
country”  if  war  should  come. 

The  people  of  the  county  were  both  agriculturally  and  industrially 
minded.  The  first  millstones  being  brought  to  the  county  in  1810. 
From  1810-1812,  it  was  the  leading  cotton-producing  county  in  the 
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state.  James  Woods  owned  and  operated  a gin  called,  “Eli  Whitney’s 
gin.”  The  cotton  was  shipped  out  of  the  county  (Elk  River  section) 
on  flat-boats,  thence  by  way  of  the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  rivers 
to  New  Orleans  where  it  often  was  sold  for  1 to  2%^  per  pound. 

Peter  Simmons,  an  early  merchant  of  the  Salem  community,  took 
cotton  on  flat-boats  from  Bean  Creek  to  New  Orleans  and  then 
walked  back  through  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  territory  or  hunting- 
grounds. 

When  the  War  of  1812  broke  out,  the  young  men  joined  (as  Volun- 
teers) under  “heroic  Jackson”  and  other  officers.  The  men  over  45 
years  (most  of  whom  fought  in  the  American  Revolutionary  War) 
formed  a company  called,  “Revolution  Volunteers  of  Franklin 
County.” 

After  the  War  of  1812,  roads  were  opened  to  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delphia, which  exerted  a profound  influence  upon  the  county  and 
neighboring  counties.  The  merchants  often  went  horseback  to  buy 
goods  and  sent  them  back  in  wagons.  Wiley  S.  Embrey,  M.  D. 
Embrey,  and  H.  H.  Embrey  were  in  business  on  the  square  at  Win- 
chester for  many  years.  Will  Simms,  the  son  of  Julia  Embrey  and 
Samuel  Simms,  and  my  father,  A.  S.  Embrey,  were  clerks  for 
Embrey-Embrey  store  on  the  square. 

The  town  of  Winchester  was  incorporated,  August  20,  1822.  The 
people  of  the  county  and  state  endured  the  financial  panic  of  1837, 
which  lasted  into  the  forties.  Elisha  Meredith,  1839,  was  given  the 
contract  for  the  brickwork  on  Winchester  courthouse. 

REVOLUTIONARY  VOLUNTEERS  OF  FRANKLIN 
COUNTY  IN  WAR  OF  1812 

“Whereas,  the  honor  of  the  United  States  has  made  it  necessary 
that  war  should  be  declared  against  Great  Britian,  we,  the  under- 
signed, all  over  45  years  of  age,  and  most  of  whom  fought  in  the  late 
Revolutionary  War,  have  embodied  ourselves  into  a company  to  be 
denominated  the  Revolutionary  Volunteers  of  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee;  officers  to  command  the  same  are:  Capt.  Wallis  Estill ; 
first  Lieutenant  Richard  Farris;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Woods; 
Ensign,  James  Russey;  Sergeants,  A.  Berryhill,  Alex  Beard,  James 
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Holland,  Jacob  Casterline;  Adjutant,  James  Lewis;  Privates,  Rev. 
John  Davis,  Rev.  William  Givens,  Jesse  Embrey,  Jesse  Bean,  Archi- 
bald Woods,  Rev.  Andrew  Woods,  Rev.  Peter  Woods,  and  others.” 
James  Russey,  a Franklin  County  pioneer,  had  a grandson- James 
Russey  that  was  proprietor  of  the  Ballard  House,  Winchester, 
Tennessee. 


THE  WAR  OF  1812 

After  a battle  with  Creek  warriors,  all  were  killed  except  the  twelve 
whites  that  escaped.  This  aroused  all  Tennessee  and  Governor  Willie 
Blount  called  for  men  for  three  month's  service — (Tennessee  Volun- 
teers) Andrew  Jackson  was  asked  to  take  command.  The  army  set 
out  on  October  10th  and  made  Huntsville,  Alabama  the  first  day. 
After  peace  was  established  with  the  Creeks,  General  Jackson  spent 
four  months  defending  Mobile  against  the  British  ; then,  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  1814,  he  reached  New  Orleans  to  defend  that  port.  When  this 
big  battle  ended  he  was  called,  “Hero  of  New  Orleans.” 

Data  from  a project  for  the  CELEBRATION  of  1946  sponsored 
by  The  Tennessee  Historical  Society. 

Some  of  the  SOLDIERS  OF  1812  from  Franklin  County,  Win- 
chester, Tennessee.  “Murry  Embry,  Joel  Embry,  Joseph  Embry, 
Thomas  Embry,  James  Embra.’’ 

JOEL  EMBRY  (Embrey)  son  of  Jesse  and  Julia  Embrey. 

“A  private  on  Muster  Roll  of  Capt.  Francis  Jones’  Co.  of  Mounted 
Volunteer  Riflemen.  Reg’t  commanded  by  Col.  Newton  Cannon 
acting  against  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians,  War  of  1812.  Sept.  24 
to  Dec.  24,  1813;  traveled  from  Winchester,  Franklin  County  to 
Huntsville,  Military  Territory  a distance  of  40  miles;  entitled  to 
pay  for  marching.” 

MURRY  EMBRY  (Embrey)  son  of  Jesse  and  Julia  Embrey. 

“A  private,  Capt.  George  Caperton’s  Co.  of  Infantry  ; 2 Reg’t  of 
Tennessee  Volunteers.  On  company  muster  roll,  Feb.  10th  to  April 
20,  1813.  Enlisted  Dec.  10,  1812,  for  12  months.  Benton’s  2 Reg’t 
Tennessee  Volunteers  (Col.  Thos.  H.  Benton)  for  defense  of  New 
Orleans  and  lower  countries  under  command  of  Gen’l  Andrew 
Jackson.” 
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THOMAS  EMBRY  and  Joseph  Embry  appear  to  be  the  sons  of 
Thomas  Embry,  dec’d  in  North  Carolina,  but  had  moved  to  Frank- 
lin County,  Tennessee,  after  their  father’s  death.  They  were  both 
soldiers  of  1812  from  Tennessee.  I have  examined  the  records  of 
the  National  Archives,  Washington,  and  find  they  were  loyal 
soldiers. 

The  First  U.S.  Census  for  Franklin  County,  Tennessee  is  1820. 
The  Embreys  listed  are : Murry,  Jesse,  Thomas,  Boaly,  and  Reuben. 

OLD  NEWSPAPER  NOTES 

An  old  newspaper  given  to  me  by  my  Embrey  family  has  these 
items  of  interest  to  me:  “A  notice  of  December  24,  1852,  to  all 
claimants  to  file  their  claims  with  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of 
Franklin,  Winchester,  Tennessee,  as.prescribed  by  law  on  or  before 
the  24th  of  June  1853.  It  was  signed  by  Thomas  H.  Clements,  Ad- 
ministrator of  the  WILL  of  Amelia  Embrey,  dec’d”  (She  was  the 
second  wife  of  Jesse  Embrey). 

“The  Commissioners  appointed  to  build  a Jail  House  and  Dwelling 
for  the  County  of  Franklin,  Tennessee  were:  Wallace  Estill,  William 
Reeves,  L.  W.  Gonce,  Hayden  March,  Thomas  Finch,  J.  Fritzpatrick, 
John  T.  Slatter;  dated,  Winchester,  January  7,  1853.” 

“A  hotel  carriage,  without  charge,  can  be  had  from  railway  Cars  and 
Steamboats  to  the  hotel.” 

“A  lunch  Room  at  the  Capitol  . . . there  is  to  be  found  the  best  eating- 
in  the  world.” 

“A  Commission  House  at  Alisonia,  signed,  Carter  and  Estill.” 

“All  persons  wishing  to  travel  by  railroad,  stage,  or  steamboat  go  to 
D.  Y.  Winston  & Co.” 

“PUNCTUALITY,  Washington  was  a minute  man,  nobody  ever 
waited  for  General  Washington,  he  was  always  five  minutes  before 
time.” 

“Segars  and  Smoking  Tobacco,  which  are  number  1,  and  no  mistake 
at  the  store  of  Hougton  and  Decherd.” 


I have  the  copy  of  the  Winchester,  Home  Journal  published,  July 
16,  1884,  and  mailed  to  my  grandfather,  M.  D.  Embrey,  Jr.  It  has 
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such  items  as  these:  “Estill  and  Whitaker,  Attorneys  at  Law;  Will 
practice  in  the  Courts  of  Franklin  and  adjoining  counties;  also  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Nashville.”  (They  were  Floyd  Estill  and  Matthew 
N.  Whitaker) 

“The  WILL  of  A.  S.  Embrey  is  published  in  full.  It  being*  made 
the  29th  day  of  May,  1884  and  probated  at  the  July  term  of  court.” 
“A  notice  of  June  18,  1884.  UNIVERSITY  of  TENNESSEE, 
Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College,  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  Next 
Session  begins  September  4,  1884.  There  are  courses  in  Agriculture, 
Science,  Engineering  and  the  Classics,  under  thirteen  Professors  and 
Instructors.  Two  years  of  preparatory  instruction  are  provided. 
Discipline  reasonable  and  faithful.  Facilities  for  moral  and  religious 
training*.  Situation  healthful;  surroundings  beautiful;  climate,  supe- 
rior. Tuition  is  free  to  students  appointed  by  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  by  State,  County  and  City  Superintendents  of  Schools. 
Necessary  expenses  about  $170.00.  For  Catalogue,  etc.  write  Rhodes 
Massie,  Chairman  of  the  Faculty.” 

“A  party  of  men,  of  which  Mr.  A.  E.  Baird,  Nashville,  is  head  has 
purchased  5000  acres  of  timberland  and  erected  a saw-mill.  Mr.  Baird 
has  appointed  Wiley  S.  Embrey  and  Son  financial  agents.” 
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Embrey  Family 

O UR  name  appears  on  records  in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Tennes- 
see thus — Embrey,  Embry,  Emery,  Embre,  Emry,  Embree. 

As  I turn  the  pages  of  history  and  read  of  the  Embrey  family;  find 
much  information  regarding  the  family  from  the  first  colony  at 
Jamestown.  Two  brothers,  William  and  Thomas  Emry,  were  with 
Captain  John  Smith  at  Jamestown  in  1607.  In  the  autumn  of  1607 
while  Capt.  Smith  was  exploring  the  Chickohominy  River,  Thomas 
Emry  was  killed  by  some  Indians.  Thomas,  a carpenter,  was  slain 
while  sleeping  by  his  canoe.  (First  Planters  of  1607,  p-395) 

In  Hotten’s  Immigrants  to  Virginia,  p-117,  I find  “Henry  Em- 
ber ie”  was  20  years  old  when  he  came  from  London,  England,  as  an 
immigrant,  on  board  the  “America,"  June  23,  1635.  Henry  was  born, 
1615,  and  lived  in  the  tidewater  section  of  Virginia.  William  Embery, 
also,  lived  and  died  in  this  same  section  of  Virginia. 

On  October  14,  1779,  I find  Petition  No.  8,  to  the  Virginia  As- 
sembly, gives  names  of  men  that  were  living  at  Fort  Boonesboro 
during  the  period  of  Indian  troubles.  Often  LAND  TITLES  were 
given  as  a reward  for  services  rendered  and  these  men  were  interested 
in  securing  Land  Titles : James  Estill,  Samuel  Estill,  Jesse,  Joel,  John, 
Joseph,  and  Tarleton  Embry,  John  Woods,  Archibald  Woods,  Peter 
Woods,  Andrew  Woods,  David  Woods,  and  Adam  Woods,  etc. 

Records  reveal  Old  Augusta  County,  Virginia  extended  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean  and  North  to  Canada.  Orange  County,  Virginia  was 
divided  into  Frederick  and  Augusta  counties  in  1738.  Later  Fincastle 
was  formed  and  divided,  in  1776,  into  Kentucky  county,  Washington 
county,  and  Montgomery  county. 

September  19,  1784,  Wake  County,  North  Carolina,  Jesse  Embry 
sold  to  Nathanial  Hill  345  acres  of  land,  which  was  a part  of  a tract 
granted  to  William  Reden  by  the  Earl  of  Granville  on  January  1, 
1763,  Bk.  G,  p-217.  Witnesses:  Jacob  Hunter  and  William  Sims. 

In  1785,  Petition  No.  27,  Vol.  23,  the  Register  of  Kentucky  His- 
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torical  Society,  pp-1 57-160.  On  August  1,  1786,  the  Virginia  Assem- 
bly was  asked  to  divide  the  County  of  Lincoln,  Virginia  into  three 
counties,  Lincoln,  Mercer,  and  Madison.  Many  of  the  signers  lived  at 
Boonesboro.  Some  of  them  were:  Jesse  Embry,  Joel,  Joseph,  and 
Tarleton  Embry,  Samuel  Estill,  Charles  Kavanaugh,  Peter  Woods, 
John  Woods,  Andrew  Woods,  Archibald  Woods,  Adam  Woods,  and 
David  Woods.  Smith’s  History  of  Kentucky  has  this  statement — The 
stations  of  Estill,  David  Crews,  Hancock,  and  Tanner  contributed 
more  to  the  settlement  of  Kentucky  than  was  done  by  old  Fort  Boones- 
borough.  The  name  of  Jesse  Embry  to  petition  number  2-7  shows  Jesse 
has  returned  to  Kentucky  from  North  Carolina. 

In  1787,  Jesse  buys  200  acres  of  land  on  Tate’s  Creek,  October  8th, 
from  Hickerson  Grubbs,  and  wife  Lucy,  of  Madison  County  and 
state  of  Virginia. 

Jessy  Embrev’s  name  is  on  the  Madison  County,  Kentucky,  tax 
list  for  1788  and  owns  livestock. 

September  7,  1790,  Cornelius  Daugherty,  and  wife  Margaret,  sells 
to  Jesse  Embrey  a 500  acre  tract  of  land  on  Muddy  Creek,  Madison 
County,  Kentucky,  for  one  thousand  pounds  current  money  of  Vir- 
ginia. Bk.  “A”,  p-153-254. 

First  Census  of  Kentucky,  1790,  by  Heinemann,  p-33,  gives  names 
of  Jesse,  John,  Joseph,  and  Tarlton  Embry  as  living  in  Madison 
County,  in  1789.  In  1790,  Jesse  and  Julia  Embry  are  living  in  Fayette 
County,  Kentucky.  In  1793,  Jesse’s  name  is  on  the  Fayette  County, 
Kentucky,  tax  list. 

Deed  Book,  “C”,  pp-306,  307,  308  for  1795,  on  the  6th  day  of 
January  the  said  Jesse  Embree  and  Julia,  his  wife,  sold  unto  the  said 
Alexander  Orchard,  his  heirs  and  assigns  a certain  tract  or  parcel 
of  land  lying  in  Madison  County  on  Muddy  Creek,  for  200  pounds 
of  lawful  money  of  Kentucky.  The  tract  of  land,  the  patent  of  which, 
was  obtained  in  the  name  of  Cornelius  Dougherty  ass’ee  of  Wallace 
Estill.  In  1806,  the  records  reveal  Joel,  Talton,  Joseph,  and  Jesse 
Embry  had  land  transactions  in  Madison  County,  Kentucky. 

Now,  I take  you  to  NORTH  CAROLINA  records  because  there 
must  have  been  a family  relationship  as  our  EMBREYS  went  from 
Virginia  into  North  Carolina  thence  to  Kentucky  before  it  became  a 
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state.  Prior  to  1792,  Kentucky  County  was  divided  into  three 
counties — Jefferson,  Fayette,  and  Lincoln.  In  1792,  what  was  called 
Kentucky  District  became  admitted  as  the  STATE  of  KENTUCK  Y. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  RECORDS 
Land  Grants  of  Wake  County,  N.  C. 

Thomas  Embrough — 640  acres  on  both  sides  of  Beaver  Creek. 
Entered  on  August  18,  1778;  Issued,  April  11,  1780.  Bk.  31,  p-340. 

Survey  #311.  Surveyed  for  Thomas  Embrough,  July  14,  1779, 
640  acres  of  land  in  Wake  County  on  both  sides  of  Beaver  Creek. 
D unkin  Buchanan  and  Louce  Fox,  chain  carriers. 

ADMINISTRATIONS:  Wake  County  Court  Minutes 

Administration  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Embree  (spelling)  de- 
ceased, is  granted  to  Ann  Embree,  his  widow  and  Boly  (Boling) 
Embree,  who  entered  into  bond  in  the  sum  of  One  Thousand  Pounds 
and  gave  Nathaniel  Jones,  Esq.,  C.  T.  and  William  Embree  their 
securities,  and  qualified  according  to  law.  Bk.  1794-1799,  p-93. 

ESTATE  SETTLEMENT:  Wake  County 
September  Session,  1797 

“In  obediance  to  an  order  of  the  Worshipful  Court  of  said  County, 
we  Isham  Simms,  John  Miller,  and  Nathaniel  Jones  (C.  T. ) have 
proceeded  to  settle  the  estate  of  Thomas  Embrough,  deceased,  etc.” 
The  participants  in  the  settlement  of  this  estate  were,  Viz:  Joseph 
Embrough,  John  Embrough,  Reuben  Embrough,  Enoch  Embrough, 
Mark  Sims,  Charles  Ritch. 

Book  5,  pp-210-211,  Clerk’s  Office,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

The  FINAL  SETTLEMENT  of  the  estate  of  THOMAS 
EMBRY  (spelling).  The  following  persons  are  named,  viz:  Bolie 
(Boling)  Embry,  William  Embry,  Enoch  Embry,  Charles  Rich 
(spelling)  Joseph  Embry,  Mark  Simms,  (spelling)  Dated,  “DE- 
CEMBER COURT,”  1800. 


DEED,  February  23,  1802. 
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Anney  Embry  and  Boly  (Boling)  Embry  for  themselves  individ- 
ually and  for  John  Embry,  Thomas  Embry,  William  Embry,  Reuben 
Embry,  Enoch  Embry,  Joseph  Embry,  and  Robert  Embry  collectively, 
ALL  HEIRS  of  THOMAS  EMBRY,  dec VI  of  the  one  part  and 
Josiah  Rogers  of  Wake  County  of  the  second  part,  etc.  Book  “R”, 
p-260,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Several  of  Thomas  Embry’s  heirs  came  to  Franklin  County,  Ten- 
nessee as  their  names  are  on  file  as  owning  land — Reuben  Embrey, 
Boley  Embrey,  Thomas  Embrey,  Joseph  Embrey  (note  they  spell 
name  as  my  family — “EMBREY”  ) 

Boley  Embrey 's  WILL,  Winchester  Courthouse,  Franklin  Co., 
Tenn.  Page  107  of  WILL  BOOK.  He  names  eight  children,  viz : 
Temperance,  Jenny  Matilda,  Lucy,  Thomas,  Minny,  Elizabeth,  Isa- 
bella. I appoint  my  brother  Thomas  Embrey  and  William  Duncan  as 
executors  of  my  WILL.  This  the  12th  day  of  May,  1832.  Witnesses : 
Samuel  Corn,  James  J.  Harrell,  Edward  Russell — Clerk  of  Franklin 
County  Court. 

By  W.  B.  Wagoner,  D.C. 

P-274,  Thomas  Embrey  was  appointed  Guardian  of  minor  heirs  of 
Boly  Embrey  (not  Embry  as  in  N.  C. ) dec'd. 

Isaac  Estill,  Clerk  of  C.C. 

I copied  these  names  from  the  General  Index  to  Franklin  Co.,  Tenn. 
Land.  Merrill  D.  Embrey,  Sr.  several  tracts  on  Elk  river  and  Bean's 
Creek.  Alexander  S.  Embrey  ; M.  D.  Embrey,  Jr. ; Clifton  R.  Embrey, 
Atty. ; Murray  S.  Embrey  & John  K.  Embrey  on  Elk  river;  Simpson 
J.  Embrey  on  Dry  Creek;  Thomas  Embrey  on  south-side  of  Elk 
river;  Martha  E.  Embrey  land  adjacent  to  Wiley  E.  Woods;  T.  A. 
Embrey  land  adjacent  to  Ed  Cain  and  Mrs.  Gregory. 

ALEXANDER  SIMMONS 

Grant  No.  6709;  Part  of  Certificate  No.  110  dated  28th  day  of 
May,  1810.  100  acres  in  Franklin  Co.  on  Indian  Creek  of  Bean’s 
Creek.  Surveyed,  September  2,  1814.  Signed:  Willie  Blount,  Gov.  of 
Tenn. 
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LAND  GRANT  OFFICE— NASHVILLE,  TENNESSEE 
Jesse  Embry  (Embrey)  Grant  No.  5528 — 50  acres,  April  21,  1814. 

Bk.  5,  p-537,  Land  on  Elk  River.  Signed : Gov.  Willie  Blount. 

Jesse  Embrey,  Franklin  Co.,  Tennessee.  Grant  No.  1213,  50  acres; 

dated  April  12,  1825.  Bk.  2,  p-87  and  p-450. 

Murray  Embry  (Embrey)  Grant  No.  2948,  100  acres;  dated  2-22- 
1833.  Bk.  E,  p-90-91 . 

Murray  Embry Grant  No.  4185,  100  acres;  dated  11-4- 

1835.  Bk.  F,  p-210. 

Wiley  Embrey:  Grant  No.  25,  796,  83 acres;  dated  7-30-1872.  Bk. 
25,  p-328. 

MARRIAGES 

Winchester,  Franklin  County,  Tennessee 

BOOK:  1838-1875 

Elizabeth  Embrey  to  Samuel  McKelvey,  7-30-1840. 

Lucy  Embrey  to  James  B.  Garner,  4-8-1841. 

John  K.  Embrey  to  Julia  A.  Darrell,  1-24-1843. 

Adaline  Embrey  to  Francis  Callaway  Turner,  2-6-1845. 

Mary  (Polly)  Embrey  to  Thomas  Howard,  4-24-1845. 

Clifton  R.  Embrey  to  Mary  Ann  Sharp,  3-6-1846. 

Tempy  Embrey  to  Christian  Smith,  3-10-1846. 

Willis  S.  Embrey  to  Sarah  Jane  Stamp,  12-22-1847. 

Wiley  S.  Embrey  to  Anne  Meredith,  12-1-1857. 

Julia  S.  Embrey  to  Samuel  D.  Simms,  4-11-1859. 

Merrill  D.  Embrey  to  Virginia  E.  Modena,  5-2-1860. 

M.  D.  Embrey  to  Elizabeth  Wells,  8-16-1869. 

Wesley  J.  Embrey  to  Martha  L.  Hines,  12-10-1870. 

Alliene  Embrey  to  W.  H.  Carmack,  . . . 1888. 

MADISON  COUNTY  KENTUCKY:  MARRIAGES 
Jesse  Embry  (Embrey),  md.  Amelia  Kenningham,  2-11-18 22. 
Bondsman  . . . John  Simpson 

Willis  Embry  (Embrey),  md.  Jenny  (Jane)  Denham,  8-28-1798. 
Bondsman  . . . Josiah  Sims 

Ritter  (Henretta)  Embrey,  md.  Thomas  Howard,  December  1808. 
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Betsy  Embrey,  md.  James  Woods,  8-24-1809. 

Martillas  Embree,  md.  Margaret  Hazelrigg,  12-20-1815. 

Bondsman  . . . Wm.  Hazelrigg 
Consent  of  Wm.  and  Rebecca  Woods  Hazelrigg 

GARRARD  COUNTY,  KENTUCKY 
Joel  Embry,  md.  Mary  Jackman,  8-22-1822. 

Bondsman  . . . W.  R.  Letcher 

JESSE  EMBREY  and  JULIA  (MERRILL) 

Jesse  b.  1752;  d.  1848,  md.  Julia  in  Virginia  between  1776-1778. 

Children  Named  in  Will 

Willis  Sims  Embrey  b.  1778  ; d.  1827;  married  Jenny  Denham. 
Murray  S.  Embrey  . . . Merrill  Embrey  (Embry)  . . . Julia  Embrey 
. . . Henretta  Embrey  . . . Mary  (Polly)  Embrey  . . . Joel  Embrey. 
Willis  Embrey,  grandson  . . . Merrill  Embrey,  grandson  . . . Florinda 
Clemmons,  granddaughter. 

Jesse  died  at  the  age  of  96  years  and  was  the  ancestor  of  my  Win- 
chester, Franklin  County,  Tennessee  family.  Jesse  (in  Will)  asks  to 
be  buried  beside  his  first  wife,  JULIA.  Jesse  and  Julia  are  said  to  be 
buried  at  old  Bethpage  Cemetery,  near  Estill  Springs,  Tennessee. 

JOEL  EMBRY  (EMBREY) 

Jesse  Embrey  had  a son  Joel  Embrey  that  died  prior  to  1845.  Joel 
was  a soldier  of  1812  and  his  service  given  later.  In  Jesse’s  WILL,  he 
states  he  gave  property  and  negroes  to  the  son  (Joel)  and  they  are  to 
be  passed  on  to  Joel’s  heirs.  Stanford,  Kentucky  Cemetery  has  a 
monument  to  a Joel  Embry;  b.  1792;  d.  3-6-1838.  STAGE  COACH 
DAYS  in  the  BLUE  GRASS  by  G.  W.  Coleman,  Jr.  says— “The 
little  settlement  of  Bean  Station  was  quite  an  important  stand  in  the 
stage  coach  days,  when  the  U.  S.  mail  was  carried  by  this  conveyance. 
The  station  was  the  crossing  point  of  the  Baltimore  to  Nashville  stage 
route,  and  the  road  from  Kentucky  to  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia. 
In  1814,  the  Bean  Station  INN  was  rebuilt  and  was  the  largest  tavern 
for  stage-travelers  between  Washington,  D.  C.  and  New  Orleans.” 
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WILL  BOOK,  1847-1876  . . . Courthouse , Winchester , Tennessee 
Jesse  Embrey’s  WILL , p-31 , copied  by  Lucy  A.  Embrey 

I Jesse  Embrey  of  the  County  of  Franklin  and  State  of  Tennessee 
being  of  a sound  and  desposing  mind,  do  make  and  publish  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testament  (viz) 

First— I direct  that  my  body  be  decently  buried  beside  of  my  first 
wife,  in  a manner  suitable  to  my  condition  in  life,  and  as  to  such 
worldly  estate  as  it  has  pleased  God  to  entrust  me  with  I dispose  of 
as  follows  ...  I direct  that  ail  my  funeral  expenses  and  debts  be  paid 
as  soon  after  my  decease  as  possible. 

Second — I give  and  bequeath  unto  my  wife  Amelia  Embrey  should 
she  survive  me  a Gray  horse  Ransom,  twenty  five  dollars  in  cash  and 
thfee  hundred  weight  of  pork. 

Third — I give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Murray  S.  Embrey  all  the 
land  I may  be  possessed  of,  one  negro  boy  Jacob  and  one  negro  boy 
Lattenton  (now  in  his  possession). 

Fourth — I direct  that  the  notes  that  my  Grandson  Merrell  Embrey 
gave  me  for  negro  girl  Harriett  and  her  two  children  be  divided 
between  the  eight  children  of  my  son  Willis. 

Fifth— I give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Polly  (now  Polly 
Howard)  a negro  man  named  John  for  her  use  and  disposal  as  she 
may  wish,  I also  give  unto  my  said  daughter  during  her  natural  life 
a negro  woman  named  Minerva  and  her  increase  from  this  day;  a 
negro  Girl  Milly  daughter  of  Minerva,  a negro  girl  Berlinda  whom 
I had  heretofore  given  her  for  her  interest  in  negro  Girl  Florinda 
Ball,  a negro  boy  Wilson  negro  boy  Wyatt  and  negro  boy  William 
which  said  last  mentioned  six  negroes  with  the  increase  of  the 
Females  I direct  at  the  death  of  my  said  daughter  Polly  Shall  be  given 
the  children  of  my  Daughter  Julia  Wagner.  I also  give  unto  my 
daughter  Polly  two  horses  she  selecting  any  she  pleases  out  of  my 
stock  except  the  Gray  horse  Ransom  heretofore  disposed  of  and  two 
cows  and  calves. 

Sixth — The  negroes  I gave  to  my  daughter  Henretta  Howard, 
during  her  life  and  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  my  son  in  law 
Thomas  Howard.  I consider  as  belonging  to  said  Thomas  Howard 
with  all  their  increase  and  direct  that  they  belong  to  him. 
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Seventh — The  negroes  that  I gave  to  my  son  Joel  during  his  life. 
I consider  as  belonging  to  his  heirs,  with  all  their  increase  and  direct 
that  they  belong  to  the  heirs  of  my  son  Joel. 

Eighth — I give  unto  my  Daughter  Julia  Wagner  the  negroes 
Sabina  and  Ellen  and  their  increase  from  the  time  she  took  them  in 
possession. 

Ninth — The  negroes  and  other  personal  property,  which  1 gave  to 
my  son  Merrell  Embrey  before  his  death  and  which  he  disposed  of 
by  WILL  meets  my  approbation. 

Tenth — I direct  that  all  the  property  I may  be  possessed,  of  not 
heretofore  disposed  of  in  this  Will  be  sold  on  a twelve  months  credit 
and  out  of  the  money  arriving  from  said  sale  I direct  one  hundred 
dollars  to  be  paid  to  my  grandson  Willis,  son  of  Murray  S.  Embrey 
and  the  ballance  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  children  now  living 
and  the  heirs  of  those  that  are  dead,  the  heirs  of  my  deceased  children 
only  drawing  the  one  share  their  parents  would  have  been  entitled 
to  were  they  living.  I direct  however  that  the  share  that  my  daughter 
Henretta  Howard  would  have  received  was  she  living,  be  paid  to 
my  Grand  daughter  Florinda  Clemmons. 

Eleventh — I will  that  my  son  Murray  S.  Embrey,  James  Sharp, 
Esquire  and  Benjamin  Decherd  be  my  executors  to  this  my  Will  and 
Testament  and  not  be  required  to  give  security  for  the  performance 
of  their  duty. 

In  witness  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  the 
27th  of  May,  1845.  Jesse  Embrey 

In  presence  of  Edwin  Martin,  S.  M.  Pryor,  F.  A.  Loughmiller 
WILL  BOOK,  p-32 

I Jesse  Embrey  being  still  of  a sound  and  disposing  mind  do  make 
this  Codicil  to  my  WILL  bearing  date  of  27th  of  May,  1845  (viz) 
Whereas  in  item  third  I bequeathed  to  my  son  Murray  S.  Embrey 
now  deceased  a negro  boy  Jacob.  I now  revoke  said  bequeath  and  will 
that  said  negro  boy  Jacob  be  given  to  my  Grandson  Willis  (who  is  a 
son  of  my  deceased  son  Murray  S.).  In  witness  whereof  I have  here- 
unto set  my  hand  and  seal  this  the  13th  day  of  May,  1846.  Jesse 
Embrey 
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In  presence  of  Edwin  Martin,  F.  A.  Laughmiller,  Benjamin 

Decherd 

It  was  proven  in  Court,  Aug.  1848,  by  his  above  named  executors. 

AMELIA  EMBREY’S  WILL 
Second  wife  of  Jesse  Embrey 

I Amelia  Embrey  do  make  and  publish  this  as  my  last  WILL  and 
Testament. 

First — I direct  that  my  funeral  expenses  and  all  my  debts  be  paid 
as  soon  after  my  death  as  possible  out  of  my  moneys  that  I may  die 
possessed  of  or  may  first  come  into  the  hands  of  my  Executor. 

Secondly — I give  and  bequeath  to  my  Grandson  Thomas  H.  Clem- 
ents my  clock  and  sugar  chest  and  whatever  may  be  in  the  sugar 
chest. 

Thirdly — I give  and  bequeath  to  my  Grandson  Braner  Clements 
my  horse  and  as  much  money  as  will  buy  him  a saddle  and  bridle. 

Fourthly — I give  to  my  Grandson  Luther  Benjamin  Clements  my 
bed  and  bedstead  and  furniture  for  one  bedroom. 

Fifthly — I give  to  my  son’s  grandson  William  Barton  Clements  the 
Blue  chest,  one  pair  of  stulyards  and  one  spit. 

Sixthly — I give  to  my  grandson  Matthew  Taylor  one  chest  and 
one  Demijohn. 

Seventhly — I give  my  grandaughter  Henretta  my  new  Trunk. 

Eightly — I give  my  daughter-in-law  Florinda  Clements  all  the 
residue  of  my  property  and  effects  of  every  description  whatever 
except  what  bed-clothing  I have  laid  out  for  Bartons  and  Williams 
children.  Lastly  I appoint  Willie  B.  Wagoner  Executor  to  this  my 
last  WILL  and  Testament.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  the  20th 
day  of  February  A.D.  1850. 

her 

Amelia  X Embrey 

mark  (Seal) 

Signed,  sealed,  and  acknowledged  in  our 
presence  on  the  day  and  date  above 
W.  B.  Wagoner  Mary  Sharp 

Probated  October  Term,  1852. 
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WILL  OF  MARTHA  EMBREY 
( widozv  of  Murray  S.  Embrey ) 

Franklin  County,  Tennessee , WILL  BOOK , Vol.  1-2,  1806-1876 , 

p-267 

I,  Martha  Embrey,  being  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory 
do  make  and  publish  this  as  my  last  WILL  and  Testament. 

Firstly — I direct  that  my  funeral  expenses  and  all  my  debts  be 
paid  and  that  a sufficient  amount  be  retained  by  my  executors  to  fix 
tombstones  to  the  graves  of  my  late  husband,  Murry  S.  Embrey  and 
my  children — Caroline  and  Jesse  and  myself — and  to  make  a wall 
or  fence  around  the  same  if  they  think  best ; 

Secondly — I give  and  bequeath  to  my  son,  SIMPSON  J.  EM- 
BREY, one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  subject  to  deduction  of  eighty- 
five  dollars,  being  money  I loaned  him  at  various  times  for  which 
I took  no  note ; 

Thirdly— I give  and  bequeath  to  my  son,  WILLIS  S.  EMBREY, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  last  two  bequests  are  to  be  re- 
funded to  my  executors  upon  condition  that  my  sons,  Simpson  J. 
Embrey  and  Willis  S.  Embrey,  die  without  legal  heirs  and  before 
they  are  authorized  to  draw  same,  they  must  execute  to  my  executors 
a refunding  bond  to  that  effect  and  when  refunded,  it  is  to  be  applied 
to  the  balance  of  my  estate ; 

Fourthly — I give  and  bequeath  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  my 
property  and  effects  of  every  description  to  the  legal  heirs  of  my 
son,  Clifton  R.  Embrey,  and  my  daughter,  Adaline  D.  Turner,  wife 
of  Francis  C.  Turner,  to  be  divided  equally  among  all  the  children 
they  may  have,  when  Mary  Caroline  Turner,  daughter  of  my  daugh- 
ter Adeline  D.  Turner,  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Fifthly— I wish  the  division  of  the  property  of  my  last  (late) 
husband,  between  myself  and  the  children  to  stand  and  remain  as  we 
made  it.  Lastly,  I appoint  my  son,  Clifton  R.  Embrey  and  son-in-law, 
Francis  C.  Turner,  executors  of  this  my  last  WILL  and  Testament. 
In  witness  whereof  I set  my  hand  and  seal  this  the  3rd  day  of  June 
1853.  Witnesses:  W.  B.  Wagner,  William  Herndon 
County  Court  Term,  July  1853. 
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The  last  WILL  & TESTAMENT  of  Martha  Embrey  (dec’d) 
was  presented  for  probate  and  was  duly  proven  by  the  oaths  of  W.  B. 
Wagner  and  William  Herndon.  Ordered  by  Court  to  be  recorded — 
July  13,  1853. 

W.  W.  Taylor,  Clk. 

MERRILL  (MURRELL  AND  MERREL)  EMBRY 

(EMBREY) 

Merrill  Embrey  a son  of  Jesse  and  Julia  Embrey,  from  Ky.  to  Ten- 
nessee 

• WARRANT  No.  195,  Kentucky 

The  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  granted  to  Merrel  Ember ry  a 
tract  of  land  containing  400  acres  bearing  date  the  second  of  March 
1803  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Pulaski  on  the  waters  of 
Puncheon  Camp  Creek  and  Pilot  Creek  branches  of  Fishing  Creek ; 
the  said  tract  to  Merril  Emberry  and  his  heirs  forever.  In  witness 
whereof  the  said  James  Garrard  Esq.  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Kentucky  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  said  Commonwealth  to  be  affixed  at  Frankfort  on  the  7th  day  of 
October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three. 

Signed : James  Garrard,  Governor 

Harry  Toulinen,  Secretary 

Pulaski  County,  Kentucky 
Surveys — Book  I,  page  54 

No.  193 — March  the  2nd  1803  Surveyed  for  Merrel  Embry  400 
acres  of  land  by  virture  of  his  having  obtained  a Kentucky  land  of- 
fice warrant  for  the  Same  NO.  195.  Situated,  lying  and  being  in  the 
County  of  Pulaski  on  the  waters  of  Puncheon  Camp  Creek  and  Pilot 
Creek  branch  of  Fishing  Creek  beginning  on  a white  oak  and  running 
thence  North  320  poles  to  two  white  oaks  thence  west  200  poles  to 
two  white  oaks  thence  south  320  poles  to  a chestnut  and  poplar  thence 
East  200  poles  to  the  beginning.  Thomas  White,  D.S. 

Isaac  Harris 
Joseph  Campbell 
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Pulaski  County,  Kentucky 
Deed  Book  13,  page  277 

This  Indenture  of  bargain  sale  and  conveyance  made  and  entered 
into  this  30th  day  of  October  1847  between  Simpson  J.  Emberry  and 
Clifton  R.  Embry  of  the  County  of  Franklin  and  State  of  Tennessee 
of  the  first  part  and  John  T.  Floyd  of  the  County  of  Pulaski  and 
State  of  Kentucky  of  the  other  Part  Witnesseth  that  the  parties 
of  the  first  part  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
dollars  to  them  in  hand  paid  the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowl- 
edged have  this  day  granted  bargained  and  sold  and  so  by  these 
Present  grant  bargain  and  sell  unto  the  said  John  T.  Floyd  a certain 
Tract  (described  in  survey)  The  said  John  T.  Floyd  to  have  and  hold 
the  above  described  Tract  of  land  with  its  appurtainances  and  im- 
provements to  himself  and  his  heirs  forever  and  the  said  Simpson 
J.  Embry  & Clifton  R.  Embrey  agree  that  they  will  warrant  and 
forever  defend  the  title  to  the  above  described  tract  of  land  against 
the  claim  or  claims  of  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whom- 
soever. In  Testimony  whereof  the  said  Simpson  J.  Embry  & Clifton 
R.  Embry  hath  hereunto  subscribed  their  names  and  affixed  their 
seals  this  day  month  and  year  above  written. 

Signed : Simpson  J.  Embry 
Clifton  R.  Embry 

Recorded  30th  of  October  1847 

WILL  BOOK,  FRANKLIN  COUNTY  TENNESSEE,  D.  A.  R. 

LIBRARY 

Merrill  (written  Murrell)  Embrey  gives  his  possessions  to  his  kin. 

He  names  Elizabeth  Russey,  wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Russey 

Nephew — Willis  S.  Embrey;  Niece — Adeline  D.  Embrey 

The  residue  to  Simpson  J.  and  Clifton  R.  Embrey 

WILL  made  June  15,  1844  and  signed:  Merrell  Embrey 

No  wife  or  children  named  in  WILL  but  died  prior  to  May,  1845, 

when  his  father,  Jesse  Embrey,  made  his  Will. 
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Emily  S.  Frierson 
Wife  of  Willis  B.  Embrey 


Cora  L.  Embrey 


Fravel  Cooper  Frierson 
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Wiley  Sims  Embrey 

son  of  Willis  and  Jenny  Embrey,  Ky.,  and  grandson  of  Jesse  Embrey 

(. 1752-1848 ) 

T nis  grandson  of  Jesse’s  went  to  Columbia,  Tennessee  to  make  his 
home. 

BOOK  OF  MARRIAGES 
Courthouse , Columbia , Tennessee 
Copied  by  Lucy  A.  Embrey 

Wiley  S.  Embrey  to  Nancy  P.  Wells,  10-10-1852,  by  J.  S.  Yarbrough 
This  was  his  second  marriage. 

Willis  B.  Embrey  to  Emily  S.  Frierson;  issued,  September  2,  1847 
“I  do  hereby  certify  that  I Solemnized  the  rites  of  matrimony  be- 
tween the  within  named  parties  on  the  2nd  of  September,  1847 
James  K.  Arnett,  Pastor  of  Zion  Church’’ 

Merrill  W.  Embrey  to  Frances  J.  Frierson,  Issued,  2-16-1854 

Lucian  J.  Embrey  to  Nancy  S.  Kannon,  Issued,  2-16-1854 
They  were  married,  by  G.  C.  Stockard. 

Watts  Frierson  Embry  (spelling)  to  Lelia  Bell  Akin,  11-3-1874 

Cora  L.  Embrey  to  Eravel  Cooper  Frierson,  10-26-1887 

Data  given  Lucy  Embrey  by  F.  C.  Frierson 

Wiley  Sims  Embrey  married  first,  Mary  Bridges;  she  died  and  he 
married  second,  Miss  Wells. 

Wiley  and  Mary  Embrey  had  four  sons:  Willis  B. ; Merrill  W. ; 
William  Thomas,  and  Lucian  J.  Embrey. 

Willis  Bridges  Embrey,  b.  8-20-1825;  d.  8-11-1864;  buried,  ZION 
CEMETERY ; married  Emily  S.  Frierson,  9-2-1847 ; she  b.  4-27- 
1825;  d.  5-12-1883. 

Children 

Wiley  Jason  Embrey,  b.  5-21-1848;  d.  a bachelor  but  one  of  Colum- 
bia’s leading  business  men. 
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Watts  F.  Embrey,  b.  1-17-1850;  d.  342-1926 
Mary  F.  Embrey,  b.  9-5-1855;  d.  5-20-1921 

These  from  graveyard  records,  Congressional  Library, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Cora  L.  Embrey,  b.  5-9-1858;  d.  5-14-1892;  md.  Fravel  Cooper 
Frierson,  10-26-1887 

F.  Cooper  Frierson,  b.  1-10-1854;  d.  sometimes  1939. 

William  James  Frierson,  of  South  Carolina,  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Maury  County,  Tennessee.  A Revolutionary  Grant  was 
given  to  Gen.  Nathaniel  Green  by  George  Washington.  The  tract 
consisted  of  5320  acres  of  land,  in  what  is  today,  Maury  County, 
Tennessee.  General  Green  deeded  the  land  to  a colony  of  16  settlers. 
These  men  paid  $3.00  per  acre.  William  James  Frierson  was  the 
grandfather  of  Fravel  Cooper  Frierson.  He  came  in  possession  of  the 
land  by  its  being  passed  from  father  to  son.  The  farm  land  is  held 
without  deed  or  legal  WILL  to  William  J.  Frierson. 

The  above  data  was  given  to  Lucy  Embrey,  when  she  visited  at 
the  old  farm  home  of  F.  C.  Frierson;  located  about  6 miles  from 
Columbia.  Dates  were  copied  from  an  old  Bible  in  his  possession. 
He  and  Cora  Embrey  grew  up  on  nearby  farms  and  were  members 
of  the  ZION  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  He  gave  me  pictures 
of  Emily  Frierson,  Cora  and  himself  asking  that  I used  them  some 
day  in  their  memory.  He  did  not  give  me  five  cents  or  take  me  back  to 
Columbia. 

Cora  and  F.  Cooper  Frierson  did  not  have  children. 

Watts  Frierson  Embry  (spelling),  b.  1-17-1850;  d.  3-12-1926;  mar- 
ried Lelia  Bell  Akin,  11-3-1874;  she  b.  3-2-1854;  d.  8-19-1927  at 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Their  son,  Wiley  B.  Embrey,  b.  3-31-1876  at  Columbia;  married 
Alma  Jonnie  Williamson,  6-1-1898.  She  b.  1861  at  Petersburg, 
Virginia. 

When  a student  at  Peabody  College,  I visited  in  their  home  (Nash- 
ville) for  a few  hours. 

Note — Willis  Bridges  Embrey  and  Merrill  W.  Embrey  married  Frierson  sisters. 
Merrill  W.  b,  11-17-1831  ; d.  1-19-1890 ; md.  Frances  Jennette,  12-18-1954, 
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Children 

1 —  Charles  Akin  Embry,  b.  8-17-1901;  md.  Hermoine  Dunlap  of 

Alabama 

2 —  Alma  Louise  Embry,  b.  1-5-1912;  md.  Thomas  R.  Ridley,  10- 

30-1939 

3 —  Elizabeth  Embry,  b.  3-26-1899;  md.  late  in  life  a widower  (?) 

ZION  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

F.  Cooper  Frierson  sent  me  (Lucy  Embrey)  a Souvenir  program 
of  the  historic  Zion  Presbyterian  Church,  near  Columbia,  Maury 
County,  Tenn.  The  Elders  in  June  1809  were:  Joshua  Frierson,  Wil- 
liam Frierson,  Samuel  Frierson,  William  James  Frierson,  Dr.  Samuel 
Mayes,  Alexander  Dobbins,  Paul  Fulton,  Thomas  Stephenson.  The 
Deacons  were:  David  Frierson,  Moses  G.  Frierson,  and  Samuel 
Witherspoon. 


Some  Facts  about  the  church 
“Organization — 105  years,  Nov.  3,  1912 

Building — 65  years  old;  First  Pastor — Instructor  of  Andrew 
Jackson.  Present  building  being  the  third  building;  Seating  ca- 
pacity, with  gallery,  about  800;  oldest  grave  in  cemetery  is  104 
years;  most  of  land,  in  community,  still  in  possession  of  descend- 
ants; Sabbath  School  of  about  115  descendants  of  original  settlers; 
present  membership,  about  170;  Prayer  of  Thanksgiving  for  105 
years  of  Continuous  Service  and  Blessings." 

F.  Cooper  Frierson  died  sometime  after  January  1939,  when  he 
sent  me  the  above  data — wasn’t  notified  of  his  death  but  promised 
to  put  his  family  data  in  my  Embrey  book.  He  did  not  ask  concerning 
my  education  but  showed  himself  as  a fine  southerner — proud  of  his 
farm  life  and  heritage.  He  seemed  to  love  the  memory  of  his  wife, 
Cora  Embrey,  even  though,  they  enjoyed  but  a few  years  of  life's 
journey  together. 

I visited  with  him  in  1938,  and  at  that  time,  he  was  living  in  two 
rooms  of  his  farm  house  and  the  family  working  the  farm  lived  in  the 
remainder  of  the  house.  He  took  his  meals  with  them.  He  was  sur- 
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rounded  by  many  dear  memories  in  his  library-sitting  room,  where 
we  sat  as  he  told  me  of  the  Maury  County  Embrey  family.  The  Em- 
breys  and  Friersons  are  buried  in  the  Zion  Church  graveyard. 


Merrill  Denham  Embrey,  Sr. 
Wife,  Charity  E.  Simmons 
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Merrill  D.  Embrey,  Sr. 

T T E was  b.  4-5-1805 ; cl.  3-20-1887 ; mcl.  Charity  Evaline  Simmons, 
**  9-17-1829.  She  was  b.  6-1-1813;  d.  11-10-1868 

Both  are  buried  at  BETHPAGE  CEMETERY  near  Estill 
Springs. 

Merrill  Denham  Embrey,  Sr.  was  a son  of  Willis  and  Jenny  Den- 
ham Embrey,  of  Russell  County,  Kentucky.  He  was  a merchant  and 
farmer  all  his  life. 

Children 

1.  Wiley  S.  Embrey,  b.  8-9-1830;  d.  3-30-1900 

2.  Willis  Wagner,  b.  1-14-1832;  d.  1-28-1832,  infant 

3.  Alexander  S.,  b.  1-8-1833;  d.  7-7-1884 

4.  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  1-19-1835;  d.  2-28-1883 

5.  Merrill  D.,  Jr.,  b.  2-11-1837;  d.  11-20-1905 

6.  William  Bridges,  b.  3-1-1839;  cl.  11-27-1852,  young 

7.  Julia  S.,  b.  12-23-1841 ; cl.  10-7-1862 

8.  Eliza,  b.  2-15-1844;  cl.  10-11-1864;  mcl.  James  Garland 

9.  Jesse  W.,  b.  1-27-1846;  cl.  11-8-1932 

10.  Eva  L.,  b.  5-2-1848;  cl.  11-1-1868 

11.  John  Wesley,  b.  11-2-1850  ; 3-9-1920 

12.  Baxter,  b.  1852;  cl.  1852,  infant 

Mrs.  Sallie  Embrey  Hawkins  sent  me  the  Bible  record  above. 

Sallie  married  John  Hawkins  and  they  lived  on  a farm  near  Cowan, 
Tenn.  until  he  check  Neighbors  to  them  were:  Mrs.  Martha  Young 
Pratt  and  Mrs.  Susie  Young  Smith.  The  Young  sisters  are  buried  at 
Chattanooga. 

11.  John  Wesley  Embrey  nick  Martha  Hines,  12-10-1870 

Children 

Leila,  Wiley,  Florence,  John,  Lewis  Owen,  and  .Sallie 

10.  Eva  L.  Embrey  mcl.  Henry  Clay  Petty,  11-10-1868 

Children 

Clay,  May,  Minnie,  and  Julia 
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7.  Julia  S.  Embrey  md.  Samuel  D.  Simms,  4-11-1859 

Julia  was  a student  of  Mary  Sharp  College.  They  had  one 
son,  Will  Embrey  Simms,  Texas. 

9.  Jesse  Wallace  Embrey  md.  Nancy  Petty,  8-16-1866 

Children 

Will,  Clay,  Maude,  Frank,  Harvey,  Minnie 
4.  Mary  Elizabeth  Embrey  md.  Barbee  (Bob)  Nuckles,  1857 

Children 

Joseph  Henry b.  1859  Charity  Lou b.  1869 

Merrill  b.  1861  William  b.  1871 

Eva  b.  1866  James  b.  1872 

Nancy  Jane  b.  1867  Anne b.  1874 

Mary  Elizabeth  Nuckles b.  1876 

Nancy  Jane  md.  Carroll  Decherd 

Anne  md.  John  N.  Shelly;  their  dau.  Grace  Shelley  md.  Hicks 
Grace  Shelley  Hicks  taught  in  Chattanooga  for  several  years. 


92 


XVI 


Alexander  Simmons  Embrey 

He  was  b.  1-8-1833;  cl.  7-7-1884;  mcl.  Louise  Cain,  11-28-1855. 
She  was  b.  9-13-1835;  cl.  1-21-1883. 

Alexander  S.  Embrey  was  a business  man  of  considerable  wealth. 
He  owned  much  land  and  farmed  until  his  death.  His  WILL  dated: 
5-29-1884  was  published  in  THE  HOME  JOURNAL,  a Winchester 
newspaper,  7-16-1884.  My  uncle,  Charles  Embrey,  gave  his  copy  of 
the  newspaper  to  me.  At  the  Methodist  Church,  Winchester,  there 
are  memorial  windows  for  Alexander  and  wife,  Louise,  but  dates  do 
not  check  with  Bible  records  and  tombstones.  Both  are  buried  at 
the  Winchester  cemetery.  He  gave  freely  to  the  churches  of  Win- 
chester and  was  said  to  have  a keen  interest  in  the  future  of  his 
county  and  state.  He  and  Louise  had  two  sons  but  only  one  lived  to 
honor  them.  His  son — TOM — b.  2-27-1861,  followed  in  his  father’s 
footsteps  and  became  an  outstanding  citizen  of  Winchester,  Erank- 
lin  County,  Tennessee.  He  married,  1885,  Fannie  Lindsay,  a student 
of  Mary  Sharp  College  from  Texas.  She  died  1917.  Tom  and  Fannie 
had  two  sons  (Lindsay  and  Thomas).  T.  A.  Embrey  received  the 
title  of  “Captain  Tom"  during  the  Spanish-American  M ar  of  1898 
and  his  closest  friends  continued  to  call  him,  “Captain  Tom"  until 
death.  He,  like  his  father,  gave  both  time  and  money  to  his  town, 
county,  and  state.  He  was  an  extremely  public-spirited  man  and 
during  the  First  M orld  War  gave  his  time  to  the  Government  at 
$1.00  per  year. 

Lindsay  Cain  (Jack)  Embrey  was  born  1886  and  died  1937.  He 
attended  the  University  of  the  South  (Sewanee).  Jack  married 
Frances  Scott,  born  1889.  After  her  husband’s  death,  she  served  for 
30  years  as  secretary  to  the  senior  officers  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Vanderbilt  University  Alumni  Association  sent  me  this  data  from 
their  file — “Captain  T.  A.  Embrey  dies  in  Florida;  succumbs  in 
Jacksonville  hospital,  after  long  illness,  with  paralysis." 
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“Winchester,  Tenn.,  April  18th,  Capt.  Thomas  A.  Embrey,  age 
70,  for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  business  and  professional  men 
of  Franklin  Comity,  died  Friday  at  a hospital  in  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
Captain  Embrey  had  been  in  failing  health  for  several  years  follow- 
ing a stroke  of  paralysis,  but  continued  actively  in  business  and  in 
the  practice  of  law  in  Winchester  until  two  years  ago  he  suffered 
another  stroke,  which  deprived  him  of  his  speech  and  confined  him 
to  his  home.  Soon  afterwards  he  went  to  the  home  of  his  son,  Tom 
Embrey,  Jr.  (married  to  Bess  Montgomery  of  Cowan,  Tennessee. 
Tom  and  his  brother  Jack,  as  boys,  lived  in  the  lovely  colonial  house, 
“Whitelawn”  at  Winchester,  Tennessee.  The  house  was  furnished 
with  gorgeous  colonial  furniture,  but  was  destroyed  by  fire  before 
their  mother,  Fannie  L.  Embrey  died.)  where  he  lived  until  taken  to 
the  hospital.  Captain  Embrey  was  born  at  Winchester  and  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Franklin  County  and  at  Vanderbilt  University.  He 
started  the  practice  of  law  in  1884.  In  1885,  he  married  Miss  Lindsay. 
He  was  a leader  in  the  political,  professional,  business,  church,  and 
social  life  of  his  community  and  always  an  ardent  Democrat.  He 
served  for  many  years  as  chairman  of  the  Democratic  Executive 
Committee  of  Franklin  County. 

During  the  WORLD  WAR  Captain  Embrey  devoted  practically 
the  whole  of  his  time  to  war  work.  He  headed  the  Liberty  Loan  drive 
in  Franklin  County  and  was  active  in  the  Red  Cross  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Franklin  County  draft  board. 

Captain  Embrey  was  a thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  for  several 
years  was  a member  of  the  board  of  stewards  of  the  Winchester 
Methodist  Church.  Two  sons  survive  him,  Jack  and  Tom  Embrey, 

Jr.” 

From  the  Tennessee  Bankers  Association,  Nashville,  Tennessee 
comes  this : 


IN  MEMORIAM 
Capt.  Thomas  A.  Embrey 

“Captain  Thomas  A.  Embrey,  President  of  this  Association  for 
the  term  1926-1927,  died  at  his  winter  home  in  Florida,  on  April 
17th,  of  this  year.  He  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Franklin  County, 
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Tennessee.  He  has  been  in  failing  health  for  several  years  before  his 
death,  but  prior  to  the  time  ill  health  caused  his  retirement  from 
active  participation  in  business  affairs,  he  had  become  an  outstanding 
figure  in  public  affairs  in  this  state. 

He  graduated  from  the  law  department  of  Vanderbilt,  when  a 
young  man  and  soon  became  a successful  and  honored  member  in 
the  legal  profession. 

He  became  identified  with  banking  through  his  organization  of  a 
banking  institution  at  Winchester,  which  was  afterwards  merged 
with  another  to  create  the  Farmers  National  Bank  of  Winchester, 
of  which  he  was  president  until  his  retirement  from  active  business 
life.  He  had  been  on  the  directorate  of  the  Nashville  Branch  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bank,  of  Atlanta  (1919-1928).  He  was  a loyal 
church  member  and  a leader  in  church  activities. 

The  passing  of  Captain  Embrey  marks  the  end  of  a useful  and 
successful  life  that  spanned  a period  of  seventy  years.  In  that  event- 
ful period  he  saw  his  state  emerge  from  the  poverty  and  ruin  of  the 
reconstruction  era  and  rebuild  its  social  and  economic  structure. 

In  this  work,  Captain  Embrey  participated  with  the  energy  and 
patriotism  that  well  equipped  him  for  such  labors.  He  possessed  the 
constructive  talent.  He  was  a born  leader,  an  organizer,  and  a 
builder.  He  believed  in  a strong  cultured  social  life  as  strongly  as  he 
believed  in  a sound  financial  structure.  He  was  a versatile  man  of 
broad  vision  and  took  an  active  and  intelligent  interest  in  all  public 
affairs. 

It  was  inevitable  that  the  influence  and  reputation  of  such  a citizen 
should  spread  beyond  the  confines  of  his  county  and  section  into  the 
wider  field  of  state  affairs.  It  is  inevitable  that  such  a man  should 
be  missed  and  that  his  loss  should  cause  widespread  sorrow  and  re- 
gret. 

His  attractive  and  genial  personality  gained  him  a host  of  warm 
personal  friends  who  now  mourn  his  death  and  hold  his  memory  in 
affectionate  remembrance. 

Believing  that  this  state  has  profited  by  the  life  of  Captain  Embrey 
and  knowing  of  no  higher  tribute  that  may  be  paid  to  citizenship, 
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we  adopt  this  memorial  to  preserve  his  honored  memory  for  this 
Association,  and  we  extend  to  his  family,  his  relatives  and  his  intimate 
associates  our  sympathy  for  their  bereavement  and  our  sorrow  for 
their  loss  and  ours.” 

Signed:  V.  J.  Alexander 

L.  J.  Pardue,  Chairman 
Sterling  Fort 

May  8,  1931 


. $ 
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Wiley  S.  Embrey 

Son  of  M.  D.  EMBREY , SR.  and  wife , Charity 

He  was  a merchant  of  Winchester,  and  one  of  the  organizers  and 
president  of  the  first  bank  of  Winchester,  Tennessee.  He  owned 
much  farm  land  but  did  not  live  in  the  country.  He  married  Nannie 
Meredith,  12-1-1857.  She  was  a daughter  of  Elisha  Meredith  and 
one  of  the  first  graduates  of  MARY  SHARP  College.  Wiley  and 
Nannie  had  a handsome  colonial  brick  house  near  the  Mary  Sharp 
College  grounds.  Nannie’s  father  made  the  bricks  for  her  house  and 
the  first  courthouse  building  in  Winchester.  After  the  death  of  Wiley 
and  Nannie,  their  charming  homestead  passed  into  the  hands  of  Miss 
Drake  as  her  nursery  land  joined  it.  Now,  the  property  is  on  Dixie 
highway. 

Their  Children 

1—  Julia,  b.  1858;  d.  1884 

2 —  Hugh  H.,  b.  4-15-1860;  d.  1925;  mcl.  Cecilia  Tyler 

3 —  Sally,  b.  1862;  d.  1863,  infant 

4 —  Meredith,  b.  1865 ; d.  a bachelor 

5 —  Elizabeth,  b.  1868;  md.  W.  H.  Carmack 

6 —  Wiley,  Jr.,  b.  1870;  md.  Jennie  Lindsay 

7 —  Alliene,  b.  1873;  md.  J.  E.  Carmack 

8 —  Porter,  b.  1875;  d.  1914 

9 —  Edwin,  b.  1878;  md.  Helen  Gibbs 

Hugh  H.  Embrey  and  Cecilia  Conway  Tyler's 
Children 

Julia  Howard,  b.  1884;  md.  John  Read  Moore 

Hartley  Clark,  b.  1886;  md.  P.  L.  Sherman 

Hugh  H.  Jr.,  b.  1889;  d.  1911 

Cecilia  Tyler,  b.  1890;  md.  Leon  Spencer  Daniel 

Edwin  Tyler,  b.  1894;  d.  1936;  md.  Bertha  Bailey,  no  issue 

Jennie  Lindsay  was  a daughter  of  Judge  Lindsay  of  Texas. 
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W.  H.  Carmack  and  J.  E.  Carmack  were  brothers. 

Edwin  and  Helen  went  to  Louisiana  to  live. 

Cecilia  Tyler  was  the  daughter  of  W.  B.  Tyler  and  Eliza  N.  Hawes, 
Kentucky. 

Cecilia  E.  Daniel  taught  science  at  the  Chattanooga  high  school 
until  1957. 

Cecilia  and  Leon  Spencer  Daniel’s 
Children 

Hugh  Spencer  Daniel,  killed  in  war,  Pearl  Harbor 
Edwin  Embrey  Daniel  md.  Betty  Geneva  Nelson 

Their  Children 

Rory  Daniel,  Mike  Daniel,  Baby 

Edwin  Embrey  Daniel  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Chattanooga ; rendered  military  service  in  Europe  and  soon  after  his 
return  married  Miss  Nelson,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Hartley  and  P.  L.  Sherman  s 
Children 

Hugh  S.  Sherman 
Edwin  E.  Sherman 

The  Sherman  family  were  in  Hong  Kong,  China  for  several  years. 
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Merrill  Denham  Embrey,  Junior 

b.  2.-1 1-1837 ; cl.  11-20-1905;  md.  Virginia  Elizabeth  Modena,  5-3- 
1860.  She  was  b.  4-14-1838;  d.  11-20-1899. 

The  Confederate  Pension  Board,  Memorial  Annex  Building,  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  gives  this  information : “M.  D.  Embrey  was  with 
N.  B.  Forest,  ‘‘Company  K” ; Captain  Starnes,  4th  Tennessee  Cal- 
vary. He  had  a severe  spell  of  Typhoid  at  Winchester,  Tennessee, 
while  a prisoner  of  war;  on  crutches  for  three  years.  Never  well 
afterward.  A farmer  and  owned  fine  horses  until  a few  years  before 
death,  when  he  and  his  bachelor  son,  Wiley  S.  Embrey,  moved  to 
the  home  of  Charles  Wesley  Embrey,  Winchester,  Tennessee,  where 
he  died.  He  is  buried  in  the  family  plot  at  the  Austelle  Cemetery. 

Children 

Alexander  S.,  b.  4-9-1861;  d.  10-16-1895;  buried  Cookeville,  Ten- 
nessee. Married,  Nina  B.  Speakman,  12-26-1893. 

Thomas  Henry,  b.  4-11-1863;  d.  4-17-1912,  in  Missouri 
Wiley  S.,  b.  9-18-1865;  d.  10-18-1926;  buried  Chattanooga,  Ten- 
nessee 

Charles  Wesley,  b.  7-5-1870;  d.  3-22-1946.  Married  Lillie  March, 
12-26-1894.  She  died,  5-19-1944.  Charles  and  Lillie  are  buried 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 

Lucy  Ann  Elizabeth,  b.  11-1-1873;  d.  1-2-1880 

My  grandfather  and  grandmother  reared  their  family  in  the  log' 
house  on  the  farm.  His  old  Account  Book  tells  of  prices  from  1869- 
1882.  Eggs,  10^*  per  dozen,  1 day's  washing  50^,  meat  15^  per  pound, 
bacon,  10^*  per  pound,  milk  5 ^ per  gallon,  1 bu.  of  potatoes  50^,  a 
shirt  25fb  Hour  3^2^  per  pound,  soap  5 ^ per  pound,  Jeans  (cloth) 
40^*  per  yard,  1 pound  of  tobacco  20^,  butter  25^*  per  pound.  These 
farmers  lived-at-home  from  year  to  year  on  the  products  produced 
on  the  farm,  which  included — meat,  eggs,  chicken,  milk,  butter, 
cheese-homemade,  dried  or  stored  vegetables,  and  later  canned  prod- 
ucts. 
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PRODUCTS  SOLD  TO  MRS.  THOMAS  SHARP 

by 

V.  E.  Embrcy,  my  grandmother 

chickens,  20 $ each,  butter  25$  per  pound,  eggs,  10$  per  dozen 
turnips,  50$  per  bushel,  potatoes,  50$  per  bushel 

CHARLES  WESLEY  EMBREY  (1870-1946) 

He  was  reared  on  a farm  but  preferred  railroad  work.  According 
to  records  of  the  L & N Railroad  company,  Charles  W.  Embrey 
was  first  employed,  August  1,  1891  and  retired,  March  18,  1938. 
After  moving  to  Chattanooga,  in  1910,  he  purchased  a farm  and 
worked  with  the  railroad  company  at  the  same  time.  As  he  grew 
older  became  less  interested  in  outdoor  work  on  a farm;  sold  the  farm 
and  purchased  a town  house  with  a small  vegetable  garden,  where 
he  spent  his  leisure  hours. 

When  he  and  Lillie  married  they  spent  their  honeymoon  days  at  the 
TULANE  hotel,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  hotel  has  gone  and  the 
spot  is  used  as  a parking  lot  for  cars. 

Head  Quarters  14th  Army  Corps 
Dept  of  the  Cumberland 
Camp  Winford,  July  5th,  1863 

All  soldiers  belonging  to  the  U.S.  Army  are  commanded  not  to 
interfere  with,  or  molest  the  property  or  effects  of  Mrs.  S.  A.  Mo- 
dena, residing  on  Elk  River,  near  Poplar  Ford,  and  to  render  her  all 
the  assistance  in  their  power  without  interfering  with  their  proper 
duties. 

By  Command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas 

Geo.  E.  Flyut  (way  name  looks  on  old  paper) 
Chief  of  Staff 
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Heel.  Trs.  Left  Wing*  180th  ord. 
Elk  River  Bridge,  Tenn. 

Nov.  11th  1864 

Lieut  Lenient 
Act  Reg.  Adjt. 

Sir, 

Mr.  M.  D.  Emery,  Jr.  came  in  today  and  reports  that  he  was  visited 
by  four  Rebel  Soldiers  on  last  evening  and  relieved  of  one  of  his 
horses. 

Resides  about  five  miles  from  here  on  the  Hillsboro  Road  and 
wants  something  to  show  that  he  has  reported  them,  so  he  cannot 
be  held  responsible  for  harboring  such  men. 

By  Order  of 
John  O.  Woods 
Major  Comdy 


John  S.  Mott 
Lt  & act  Adjt. 

When  folded,  on  back  are  these  words : 

Hed.  Qtr.  Post  Decherd 
Tenn.  Nov.  11,  1864 

This  letter  is  the  best  evidence  Mr.  Emery  can  have. 

Miller  Wermer 
Col.  Corny  Post 

NOTE:  the  spelling  of  our  surname  (Emery  for  Embrey) 

My  grandfather  urged  me  before  lie  died  to  see  that  my  name  was 
spelled  correctly  at  all  times. 

Have  No.  10,  776,  a WIDOW’S  PENSION  blank  for  Lucy 
A.  E.  Modena,  widow  of  Henry  Modena,  who  was  a private  of  Cap- 
tain John  Roth  well’s  Company,  Virginia  Militia.  She  was  to  receive 
8 dollars  per  month.  The  pension  was  approved,  March  9,  1878. 


101 


t * 


Merrill  D.  Embrey,  Jr. 


Virginia  Elizabeth  Modena 


Thomas  Henry  Embrey 


Charles  Wesley  Embrey 
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In  1880,  an  envelope 
edged  in  black  carried 
two  cards,  which  was 
mailed  to  relatives  in 
other  states  to  notify 
them  of  the  death  of 
“Little  Lucy"  as  she 
was  called  by  the  fam- 
ily. One  card  reveals  her 
given  name  was  that  of 
her  grandmother  Dun- 
can. After  my  father's 
death,  I was  given  the 
name  “Lucy"  because 
she  was  my  father's 
only  sister.  The  cards 
are  given  below : 


Lucy  Ann  Elizabeth  Embrey 
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Alexander  Simmons  Embrey  (1861-1895) 

My  Father 

Alex  was  a clerk  in  the  store  of  his  uncles  at  Winchester,  Tennes- 
see, until  he  became  a presentative  of  The  Singer  Manufacturing- 
Company  of  Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  used  a horse  and  buggy  to  go 
from  house  to  house  to  demonstrate  this  new  device  to  the  home- 
makers that  welcomed  the  wonderful  time-saver,  as  readymade  gar- 
ments were  few,  1893.  Many  elderly  women  that  gave  lodging  and 
meals  to  these  early  travelling  salesmen,  praised  them  for  their 


My  Father,  34  years  of  age 


extreme  thoughtfulness.  My  Grandmother  Frances  often  told  me 
she  believed  my  father  one  of  the  finest  men  she  ever  knew.  He  and 
his  brother,  Charles  Wesley,  helped  to  clothe  and  educate  boys  they 
found  in  need.  My  uncle  Charles,  took  three  boys  at  different  times 
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in  his  home,  but  refused  to  let  them  take  the  Embrey  name,  Alexander 
and  wife,  Nina,  are  buried  at  the  Cookeville  cemetery  and  a grey 
marble  stone  marks  their  graves.  The  stone  was  designed  and  placed 
by  their  daughter,  Lucy  Alexander  Embrey. 

These  lines  copied  from  a card  sent  to  relatives,  when  he  died. 

“In  Loving  Remembrance  of  A.  S.  Embrey,  Died-Oct.  16,  1895. 

’Tis  hard  to  break  the  tender  cord 
When  love  has  bound  the  heart, 

'Tis  hard,  so  hard,  to  speak  the  words 
Must  we  forever  part? 

Dearest  loved  one  we  have  laid  thee 
In  the  peaceful  grave’s  embrace, 

But  thy  memory  will  be  cherished, 

Till  we  see  thy  heavenly  face.” 

NINA  SPEAKMAN  EMBREY 
She  was  a gifted  person  in  the  use  of  the  paint  brush  or  embroidery 
needle.  At  one  time,  to  satisfy  her  desire,  she  ordered  a lace-making 
machine  and  made  lace  similar  to  the  handmade  laces  of  Belgium  and 
other  countries.  She  made  robes  or  dresses  for  dead  women  or  chil- 
dren before  there  were  readymade  robes  on  our  markets.  These 
garments  were  often  made  at  night  by  lamp-light  and  later  the 
electric  light.  Much  of  her  needlework  was  used,  by  a home  demon- 
stration agent,  in  an  exhibit  to  increase  the  interest  of  farm-women 
in  Putnam  County  in  home  arts.  She  often  taught  women  or  girls  to 
knit  or  do  some  type  of  needlework.  The  MODERN  PRISCILLA 
was  one  of  her  favorite  magazines. 

She  was  born,  March  14,  1867 ; died,  December  9,  1928. 

This  news  story  copied  from  the  PUTNAM  COUNTY  HERALD 
MRS.  NINA  EMBREY  Passes  to  Beyond 
“Mrs.  Nina  Embrey,  one  of  the  best  known  women  of  Cookeville, 
died  at  a late  hour  Sunday  night  from  a stroke  of  paralysis  which 
followed  an  illness  of  only  a day  or  two. 

Mrs.  Embrey  was  a woman  of  splendid  traits  of  character  and 
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My  Mother 


during  her  long  residence  in  Cookeville  had  won  the  friendship  and 
high  esteem  of  those  with  whom  she  associated.  Her  going  away  will 
be  keenly  felt  by  those  who  loved  and  admired  her  fine  qualities, 
ability,  and  skills  in  many  arts.  She  is  survived  by  a daughter,  Miss 
Lucy  Ernbrey,  who  is  attending  the  George  Peabody  College  at  Nash- 
ville. She  completes  the  requirements  for  the  Master’s  degree  on 
December  22,  1928.” 
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Grandmother  Frances  Cason 

XX 

Speakman-Cason  Family 

FRANCES  A.  CASON  AND  WILLIAM  SPEARMAN 

Frances  Cason  Speakman,  b.  1-13-1836,  cl.  7-9-1915. 

William  Speakman,  b.  1-24-1822;  d.  6-21-1907. 

They  married  1-22-1855  at  Gainesboro,  Tennessee. 

Note:  Their  pictures  were  “tintype”  and  my  grandfather’s  face  had 
faded  or  peeled  away  from  years  of  being  stored. 

My  grandfather,  William  Speakman,  was  a Confederate  soldier 
and  held  as  a prisoner  at  Camp  Douglas  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
(The  State  Archives  Dept.,  Nashville,  Tennessee  claim  they  do 
not  have  his  service  record — it  was  lost  during  a moving  therefore 
my  grandmother  could  not  give  it  to  me.)  Grandmother  Frances  was 
regarded  as  a brave  woman ; her  house  was  burned  three  times  during 
the  war  by  Federal  soldiers.  I have  a quilt  that  was  buried  during  the 
war.  She  was  not  able  to  save  many  things  because  she  had  small 
children,  and  one  time,  she  was  given  30  minutes  to  get  the  children 
out  of  the  house.  After  the  war,  things  were  hard  for  real  reconstruc- 
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tion  had  to  take  place.  Finally,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  farm  and 
move  to  the  small  town  of  Cookeville,  Tennessee,  before  a train  ap- 
peared in  the  town.  She  told  me  many  times  of  the  crowd  that  gathered 
to  see  the  first  engine  arrive  from  Nashville.  Later,  the  railroad  track 
was  laid  to  a town  called,  EMORY  GAP,  and  it  was  there,  the  pas- 
sengers got  on  another  train  that  took  them  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 

My  grandfather  took  up  carpentry,  as  a trade,  and  my  grandmother 
added  to  the  family  income  by  sewing,  making  soap,  making  button- 
holes (by  hand)  for  friends  and  closeby  neighbors.  The  home  place 
had  enough  land  to  have  a miniature  farm  and  let  the  family  live-at- 
home.  They  had  a cow,  chickens,  pigs,  fruit  trees  along  the  garden 
fence  line,  berries — especially,  raspberries  and  gooseberries.  Things 
changed  as  my  grandfather  grew  older  and  the  corporation  extended 
to  include  the  place  . . . but  we  always  had  a garden. 

From  my  grandfather,  I learned  of  birds,  animals,  and  insects.  We 
often  went  to  a friend’s  farm  to  pick  wild  blackberries  and  in  the  fall 
nutting.  These  strolls  with  him  helped  me  to  become  a lover  of  nature. 

This  beloved  Grandmother  Frances  received  her  education  from 
the  “blue-back”  speller,  her  only  book,  when  going  to  school.  She  was 
taught  spinning  and  weaving  by  her  step-mother.  She  knit  her  own 
stockings,  when  a girl  and  made  hers  and  her  family’s  clothing  by 
hand  until  a sewing  machine  was  put  on  the  market.  She  did  her  can- 
ning, jelly-making,  preserving,  kraut -making,  etc.  by  the  trial  and 
error  method  because  there  were  no  books  at  her  command  prior  to 
or  after  the  Civil  war.  She  was  regarded  as  an  outstanding  cook, 
seamstress,  darner,  mender,  buttonhole-maker  (by  hand).  She  did 
many  kinds  of  needlework,  as  knitting  lace,  tatting,  embroidery  and 
drawn  work.  Pier  one  aim  and  desire  was  to  teach  Lucy  her  many 
accomplishments  in  these  arts  of  her  day. 

Grandmother  Frances  did  not  have  jewels  or  money  to  bestow  upon 
Lucy  but  gave  her  as  a high  school  graduation  gift,  a set  of  D.A.R. 
papers  prepared  for  membership  on  the  Revolutionary  services  of  her 
grandfather,  James  Cason.  After  these  papers  were  prepared,  she 
loaned  them  to  Clara  Cox  Epperson  and  James  Cox  of  Cookeville, 
because  their  grandmother,  Eliza  L.  Cason  married  Nathan  M.  Cox 
of  Jackson  County,  Tennessee.  Lucy  (for  a lack  of  money)  did  not 
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become  a member  of  the  Samuel  Doak  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  Morristown,  Tennessee,  until  March  27,  1922 
and  my  National  number,  177946. 
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When  time  and  money  permitted,  Lucy  joined  the  N.  S.  Daughters 
of  1812  on  the  service  record  of  Henry  Modena;  her  National  num- 
ber, 12686  and  her  State  of  Tennessee  number  458.  She  was  an  active 
member  prior  to  her  marriage,  1946,  when  she  became  a member-at- 
large. 

Lucy  A.  Embrey  was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  National 
Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  XVII  Century,  on  September  25, 
1940;  having  joined  on  the  service  record  of  Col.  William  Woods, 
son  of  Michael  and  Mary  Campbell  Woods;  National  number  1420. 
It  was  her  pleasure  to  attend  the  ANNUAL  conference,  April  30, 
1941,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  again  on  May  12th  and  13th  1942, 
when  the  National  Convention  of  the  Dames  was  held  at  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  Not  finding  these  organizations  in  southwest  Virginia,  when 
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1 went  there  to  make  my  home,  became  a Life  member  of  the  N.  S. 
Colonial  Dames  of  XVII  Century. 

While  searching  for  the  marriage  bond  of  John  Woods  and  Abbe- 
gail  Estill,  daughter  of  Wallis  Estill,  I found  both  families  owned 
much  land  by  patent.  Met  some  cordial  women  interested  in  research 
too;  was  given  an  invitation  to  join  the  SAVAGE  GRANT  Chapter 
of  N.  S.  Daughters  of  the  AMERICAN  COLONISTS.  I accepted 
and  on  June  12,  1953,  was  a member  on  the  service  record  of  Col. 
William  Woods,  Virginia.  My  National  number,  12043.  While  teach- 
ing in  southwest  Virginia  was  unable  to  attend  monthly  meetings 
but  visited,  for  a brief  time,  each  year  with  chapter  members.  The 
COURIER,  our  national  publication,  keeps  me  informed  of  the 
activities  of  each  state  organization  of  the  United  States. 

JSJ1AXKJNWL  society 

DAUGHTERS  Oj^THE~AM  E R I C AN  COLONISTS 

Huuiinyton , TTVTV.,.  Juft Wo. 3 

Dear  Madam: 

1 am  pleased  to  noli  fy  you  of  your  admission 

to  membership  in  this  Society June  JZ.  u>:, 3.. 

Service  of Ca/^/V////a/n  ffoeJs.-  V&. 

National  No..  JSL^oy.3 

Si  nee  r<  I y you  rs. 

In  August,  1959,  a member  of  the  N.S.D.A.C.  came  with  her 
husband,  as  guests  to  my  home,  when  she  saw  my  beautiful  family 
coat-of-arms,  inquired  who  prepared  them.  It  pleased  her  greatly  to 
know  of  my  keen  interest  in  research  on  ancestral  lines  . . . eventho, 
had  to  overcome  many  handicaps  in  reaching  my  goal. 

In  a few  days  a Proposal  for  Membership  in  the  N.  S.  MAGNA 
CHARTA  DAMES  arrived  and  in  September  1959,  I became  a 
DAME.  And  my  Woods  descent  is  from  these  ten  Sureties:  Hugh 
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and  Roger  Bigod,  Henry  de  Bohun,  Gilbert  de  Clare,  Richard  de 
Clare,  John  de  Lacie,  William  Malet,  William  de  Mowbray,  Seire  de 
Quincey,  and  Robert  de  Vere.  Source:  Sureties  given  under  Woods 
data. 

I,  also,  descend  from  John  Campbell,  of  the  Argyll  Scotch-clan, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland;  came  to  Pennsylvania,  1726;  member  of 
the  Provincial  Council  of  Pennsylvania;  to  Virginia  1733;  died 
between  1767-69;  his  WILL  not  found.  He  descends  from  at  least  ten 
of  the  seventeen  Sureties  and  one  writer  claims  his  ancestral  line  goes 
to  400  B.C. 

REVOLUTIONARY  MILITARY  CERTIFICATES 
W-1806  Council  Chamber  Sept.  30th  1783 

I do  Certify  that  William  Cason  is  entitled  to  the  proportion  of 

land  allowed  a Private  of  the  State  line  for  three  years  service. 

Benjamin  Harrison 

Thos  Meriweather 

A Warrant  for  100  acres  issued  to  William  Cason,  Sept.  30th  1783. 

(A  brother  of  James — located  in  Tennessee) 

W-1807  Council  Chamber  Sept.  30th  1783 

I do  Certify  that  James  Cason  is  entitled  to  the  proportion  of 

land  allowed  a Private  of  the  State  line,  for  three  years  service. 

Benjamin  Harrison 

Thos  Meriweather 

A Warrant  for  100  acres  issued  to  James  Cason  Sept.  30th  1783 

The  warrants  are  true  copies  of  the  ones  on  file  at  Virginia  State 
Library,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

The  census  records  of  Virginia  reveal  these  revolutionary  soldiers 
lived  in  Hanover  County,  Virginia  prior  to  coming  to  Tennessee. 
Both  William  and  James  Cason  are  listed  as  living  in  Jackson  County, 
Tennessee  in  1820. 

No  record  can  be  found,  to  date,  showing  how  James  Cason  secured 
the  land  on  Cumberland  river.  The  warrant  of  survey  to  grant  was 
issued  to  Hugh  Threshers,  “A  non  commissioned  officer  in  the  Conti- 
nental Line  of  North  Carolina,”  and  Hugh  Threshers  assigned  the 

111 


THE  EMBREY  FAMILY 


right  to  this  land  to  Edwin  Hickman,  therefore  Grant  No.  550  for 
1000  acres  was  issued  to  Edwin  Hickman. 

“James  Cason  for  love  and  affection  he  entertains  for  his  son 
Edward  M.  Cason  gives,  transfers  and  conveys  to  him  the  tract  of 
land  in  Jackson  County,  State  of  Tennessee ; stating  it  was  the  tract 
of  land  granted  to  Hickman  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  15th  day 
of  Sept.  1787  and  grant  No.  550.  I seal  this  the  4th  day  of  December, 
1838  in  the  presence  of  Henry  Hall  and  John  Gipson. 

James  Cason  (SEAL) 

JAMES  CASON 

James  Cason  was  born  in  Orange  County,  Virginia,  July  23,  1758 
and  enlisted  in  State  Troops  of  Virginia  in  Spotsylvania  County, 
March  15,  1777,  with  Lt.  Thomas  Minor  and  served  with  the  2nd 
Virginia  State  Regiment  under  the  following  officers:  Capt.  James 
Quarles;  Col.  Gregory  Smith;  Lt-Col.  Charles  Dabney;  Major  Lee. 
The  army  marched  from  Williamsburg  under  the  above  named 
officers  and  joined  General  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa. — in 
1778.  The  2nd  Virginia  Regiment  being  added  to  Gen.  Peter  Muhlen- 
burg’s  Brigade.  He  was  at  the  battle  in  Monmouth,  New  Jersey 
thence  to  White  Plains  in  state  of  New  York.  Later  they  returned  to 
West  Point;  then,  to  winter  quarters  at  Bonbrook — here  Col.  William 
Brent,  Capt.  Quarles,  and  Capt.  Long’s  army.  Later,  marched  to 
Smith’s  clover  near  the  Hudson  river.  The  Virginia  troops  sent  to 
Stony  Point  to  join  General  Wayne.  After  the  Stoney  Point  battle 
the  Virginia  troops  marched  to  Philadelphia  thence  to  Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia  and  were  discharged  in  March,  1780,  (States  he  lost 
his  discharge  prior  to  1830). 

On  August  15,  1832,  at  age  of  74  years,  he  filed  his  application  for 
the  Revolutionary  Pension,  which  was  issued  26th  day  of  December, 
1832. 

From  the  old  BIBLE  record  in  the  possession  of  Lucy  A.  Embrey 
Wilson  this  family  data  is  given : 

JAMES  CASON,  Sr.  b.  July  23,  1758;  d.  July  12,  1842,  Jackson 

County,  Tenn.  He  married  Rebecca  Smith,  February  17,  1785, 
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Hanover  County,  Virginia.  She  was  b.  August  21,  1766;  d.  Septem- 
ber 8,  1836,  at  the  age  of  70  years. 

Children 

1.  Bartlett  L.  Cason  b.  May  6,  1786 

2.  James  Cason,  Jr.  b.  March  9,  1788 

3.  Susan  Cason,  b.  January  1,  1790 

4.  Huldah  Cason,  b.  February  23,  1793 

5.  Frances  A.  Cason,  b.  December  12,  1796 

6.  John  M.  Cason,  b.  April  28,  1799 

7.  Edward  M.  Cason,  b.  January  3,  1805 

8.  Eliza  S.  Cason,  b.  October  17,  1807 

Three  children  living  at  his  death  were:  Susanna  Cason,  Eliza  S. 
Cox,  and  Edward  M.  Cason. 

Children  of  EDWARD  M.  CASON  and  Levicy  Gipson 

1.  Caroline  Cason,  b.  11-22-1824;  md.  Benjamin  M.  Mahonay, 
11-23-1843 

2.  James  W.  Cason,  b.  1-16-1826 

3.  Adaline  Cason,  b.  11-21-1827;  md.  William  Putty,  3-18-1852 

4.  Polly  E.  Cason,  b.  5-8-1830;  md.  E.  M.  Mahonay,  2-29-1850 

5.  John  G.  Cason,  b.  2-21-183 2 

6.  Edward  L.  Cason,  b.  11-8-1833;  md.  Sally  G.  Anderson,  1-21- 
1853 

7.  Frances  A.  Cason,  b.  1-13-1836;  md.  William  Speakman,  1-22- 
1855 

EDWARD  M.  CASON  (son  of  James  and  Rebecca  Cason)  b.  1-3- 
1805;  d.  1-1-1895.  His  wife,  Levisa  Gipson,  b.  6-1-1806;  d.  prior  to 
1840.  They  married  June  6,  1823.  After  her  death,  Edward  M. 
Cason  married,  1-23-1840  Mary  Ann  Elizabeth  Hall,  b.  11-28- 
1820,  Jackson  County,  Tennessee. 

Children  of  Edzvard  M.  Cason  and  Mary  A.  E.  Cason 

1.  Josephine  Levicy  Cason,  b.  8-9-1842 

2.  Eliza  Lucetta  Cason,  b.  1-6-1845 

3.  Henry  Hall  Cason  ( no  records  for  his  family) 
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4.  Lewis  B.  Cason,  md.  but  no  issue 

5.  Tandy  M,  Cason,  b,  ( ?) ; d.  1922  and  wife  d.  1954 

6.  Millard  F.  Cason,  md.  M.  A.  Loftis,  2-10-1881 

Newspaper  stories  of  Edward  Merr weather  Cason  as  preserved 
by  my  grandmother  Frances  and  given  to  me  before  she  died. 

EDWARD  M.  CASON 

Death  of  the  Oldest  Man,  Save  One,  in  Jackson  County 

Gainesboro,  Jan.  3 (Special)  Edward  M.  Cason,  the  oldest  man  in 
Jackson  comity,  save  one,  passed  away  at  his  home,  live  miles  above 
Gainesboro,  on  Jan.  1,  1895  at  6 o’clock  a.m.  Had  he  lived  until  today, 
he  would  have  seen  his  90th  birthday,  having  been  born  Jan.  3,  1805, 
in  Hanover  County,  Virginia.  He  came  with  his  father  to  Tennessee 
in  1811  and  located  two  miles  east  of  Hartsville.  In  1813  he  moved 
with  his  father  to  the  farm,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death.  He  was  a man  of  robust  constitution,  strong  intellect,  decided 
opinions,  always  on  the  side  of  morality  and  religion.  The  nineteenth 
century  was  in  its  infancy  when  he  came  here.  He  found  the  Cumber- 
land River  bottoms  a vast  wilderness,  inhabited  by  wild  animals,  with 
here  and  there  a human  habitation. 

In  his  early  years  he  engaged  in  building  flat  boats  on  the  Cumber- 
land, in  which  he  carried  large  quantities  of  corn  to  New  Orleans. 
This  was  the  only  mode  of  transportation  for  the  surplus  corn  in 
those  clays,  and  boatmen  had  to  walk  back  home.  He  continued  in  this 
business  after  the  invention  of  steamboats.  On  one  occasion,  while 
returning  on  a steamer  on  the  Mississippi  River,  the  boat  sunk  and 
many  of  the  passengers  were  drowned. 

Gainesboro  is  an  old  town,  having  been  incorporated  in  1819,  but 
when  Edward  M.  Cason  came  to  Tennessee  not  a house  stood  here, 
and  Williams  held  his  courts  at  old  Williamsburg,  the  ancient  capital 
of  Jackson  County. 

He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Levisa  Gipson,  a sister  of  the 
late  John  M.  Gipson,  and  after  her  death  he  married  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Elizabeth  Hall,  in  1840,  a daughter  of  the  late  Henry  Hall.  She  sur- 
vives him.  He  reared  two  large  families.  Ten  children  were  born  of 
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the  first  marriage  and  nine  of  the  second.  Of  the  first  children  only 
two  survive  him,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Mahonay  of  Alvarado,  Texas  and  Mrs. 
Frances  Speakman  of  Cookeville,  Tennessee.  Five  of  the  last  children 
are  living,  Mrs.  Lucette  Anderson,  Henry  Hall  Cason,  Lewis  B. 
Cason,  Tandy  M.  Cason,  and  Millard  F.  Cason. 

For  over  fifty  years  Edward  M.  Cason  and  his  wife  have  been 
consistent  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  having  joined  at  the 
same  time  under  the  preaching  of  Samuel  DeWitt,  in  1842. 

While  he  was  a public-spirited  man  Mr.  Cason  never  sought  nor 
held  any  office,  except  he  served  his  district  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
many  years. 

A brother  of  Edward  M.  was  killed  under  Jackson  at  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  while  their  father,  James  Cason,  had  the  dis- 
tinguished honor  of  fighting  for  his  country's  independence  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution.  Bartlett  Cason,  the  father  of  James  was  born 
on  the  Emerald  Isle,  “the  gem  of  the  Ocean." 

CASON 

Brother  Edward  M.  Cason  died  at  his  home,  Jackson  County, 
Tennessee,  January  1,  1895,  at  6 o'clock  a.m.  He  was  born  January 
3,  1805,  in  Hanover  County,  Virginia.  His  father  and  mother  ( James 
and  Rebecca  Cason)  emigrated  to  Tennessee  in  1811,  and  settled  on 
Goose  Greek,  near  Hartsville,  Tenn.  and  after  two  years  they  came 
to  Jackson  County,  Tennessee,  on  the  Cumberland  River,  where  the 
brother  has  been  raised  from  eight  years  old,  and  where  he  has  raised 
his  own  family  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  lacked  two 
days  of  being  90  years  old  when  he  died.  He  was  married  to  Levicia 
Gipson  June  6,  1823,  and  had  born  to  them  ten  children,  but  the  angel 
of  death  visited  his  home  and  called  her  from  the  family,  and  only 
two  of  this  family  survive  him.  So  his  married  life  with  his  first  wife 
was  fifteen  years,  ten  months,  and  eight  days.  He  was  married  to 
Mary  Ann  Elizabeth  Hall  January  1,  1840,  and  had  nine  children  by 
her,  but  only  five  of  these  survive  him,  all  of  whom  are  grown,  mar- 
ried, and  members  of  the  church,  save  two.  So  his  last  wife  survives 
him,  and  lived  with  him  fifty-four  years,  eleven  months,  and  eighteen 
days.  He  and  his  last  wife  both  obeyed  the  gospel  in  1842,  and  were 
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baptized  by  Brother  Samuel  DeWitt,  hence  he  had  been  living  thg 
Christian  life  about  fifty-three  years.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers of  the  church  that  we  know  of  in  this  congregation,  and  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  this  bottom.  He  is  the  last  of  his  fathers  familyi 
He  was  a good  citizen,  an  honorable  man,  a kind  companion,  a loving 
father,  a charitable  neighbor,  and  a man  much  devoted  to  his  family, 
country,  and  the  religion  of  Christ.  But  for  sometime  the  brother 
has  been  almost  deaf,  and  blind,  and  childlike.  But,  alas ! we  bade  the 
brother  adieu,  as  the  poet  has  said : 

Here  we  must  often  part, 

In  sorrow  and  in  pain; 

But  we  shall  still  be  joined  in  heart, 

And  hope  to  meet  again. 

From  sorrow,  toil,  and  pain, 

And  sin  we  shall  be  free, 

And  perfect  love  and  friendship  reign 
Through  all  eternity. 

Gainesboro,  Tenn.  Hyram  Pharis 
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XXI 


Lucy’s  Autobiography 

jy/jY  father  and  mother  started  housekeeping  in  a frame  building 
on  a hill  where  the  town  clock  could  be  seen  from  the  porch  and 
heard  to  strike  off  the  hours  of  the  day.  It  was  in  this  house  I was 
born  and  lived  the  first  four  months  of  my  life  before  the  Angel  of 
Death  came  to  take  my  father  home. 

The  day  he  was  buried,  my  Grandmother  Frances  took  me  to  her 
house  to  live.  She  was  a precious  person  in  my  eyes  and  taught  me 
many  valuable  lessons.  Before  old  enough  for  school,  I could  write, 
read  short  sentences,  do  number  work,  and  even  spell  one  syllable 
words — my  grandmother  my  teacher,  as  she  sat  in  her  chair  mending 
or  knitting.  I have  a nine-patch  quilt-top  I pieced  at  four  years  of 
age.  I was  also  taught  to  knit,  make  tatting,  crochet,  and  do  many 
kinds  of  embroidery  work  as  I grew  up  in  the  home. 

Neighbors  have  told  of  seeing  me  walk  behind  my  grandmother 
holding  up  my  short  skirt  as  she  did  her  long  dress-skirt.  I even  tried 
to  step  in  her  tracks  when  crossing  a muddy  street  (concrete  sidewalks 
not  in  use) . I learned  to  do  laundry  work  at  an  early  age ; did  my  own 
clothing  during  my  grammar  school  and  high  school  years,  and  often 
on  Saturdays  ironed  from  5 a.m.  to  5 p.m.,  when  linen  dresses  and 
ruffled  petticoats  were  worn.  These  home  duties  helped  to  pay  my  way 
and  take  some  of  the  household  work  from  the  weekly  schedule  of 
my  grandmother.  Some  of  the  men  remarked,  when  they  heard  I was 
going  to  college — “her  uncles  will  wear  shirts  like  ours — catfaces 
here  and  there.’’  (Catfaces  was  an  expression  used  for  dried  spots  on 
garments,  due  to  a lack  of  proper  sprinkling  or  drying  before  the 
heat  of  the  iron  could  smooth  the  cloth  correctly.) 

My  first  beloved  teacher,  Miss  Alma  Smith,  had  a father  that 
owned  a dry  goods  store.  As  a high  school  girl,  I had  the  privilege  of 
clerking  in  the  summer — -especially,  during  the  month  of  sales — this 
was  good  experience  for  the  years  ahead  and  gave  me  extra  money 
for  clothes  or  school  books  in  September.  My  grandmother  never  let 
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me  use  my  money  for  things  about  her  house ; she  considered  my  help- 
ing her  with  the  daily  household  tasks  paid  my  expenses  in  her  house. 

Grandmother  Frances  did  odd  jobs  to  get  money  for  things  she 
desired  or  to  buy  yarn  to  knit  me  sweaters,  mittens,  etc.  for  school  or 
Sunday  School.  She  made  a kettle  of  grand  hominy,  each  year,  for 
Mr.  Smith  and  a kettle  of  soap  (hard)  for  some  other  person.  I 
learned  to  make  soap,  hominy,  apple  butter,  loaf  bread  that  had  to  be 
worked  several  times  . . . was  thrilled  when  I learned  a quicker  method 
for  making  loaf  bread. 

These  words  continue  to  come  to  mind : 

“Dare  to  do  right ! Dare  to  do  right ! 

Other  men's  failures  can  never  save  you; 

Stand  by  your  conscience,  your  honor,  your  faith ; 

Stand  like  a hero,  and  battle  till  death.” 

When  a girl  of  twelve  years,  I won  blue  ribbons  for  my  needlework 
at  the  Putnam  County  Fair.  At  thirteen  years,  made  my  clothing  for 
school  wear.  My  first  winter  “store-bought”  coat  was  purchased  at 
16  years  of  age.  My  elementary  certificate  was  received  the  26th  Day 
of  May  1909.  This  was  a great  event  in  my  life;  made  me  more 
ambitious  and  determined  to  have  a high  school  diploma. 
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In  1912,  I was  working  hard  to  complete  my  high  school  require- 
ments for  a diploma.  At  last,  the  day  and  hour  arrived.  “The  Senior 
Class  of  Cookeville  High  School  announce  their  Commencement. 
Exercises  Monday  evening,  May  27th,  1912,  School  Auditorium. 
Motto  . . . Excelsior  . . . Colors- White  and  Gold  . . . Flower-Daisy.” 
There  were  eleven  girls  and  four  boys  in  our  class. 


The  certificate  was  issued  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
of  the  STATE  of  TENNESSEE  because  I took  examination  in  the 
subjects  required  at  that  time  and  made  a grade  of  95  or  above  in  each 
subject. 

After  school  doors  closed  on  the  high  school  graduates,  I was  busy, 
at  the  house,  doing  chores,  when  Mr.  Oscar  Holladay — a young- 
lawyer — stopped  as  he  was  going  home  from  his  office.  These  his 
words:  “Lucy,  I have  a school-teaching  job  for  you.”  Can’t  recall  my 
inner  feelings  at  that  time  but  assured  him  I’d  be  glad  to  have  a place 
and  would  do  my  best.  I taught  at  Mt.  Herman,  which  was  about 
8 miles  (at  that  time)  from  Cookeville.  The  County  Superintendent 
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was  Mr.  J.  M.  Hatfield  and  he  promised  to  visit  the  school  as  soon  as 
possible  to  tell  me  how  he  thought  we  were  doing.  Later,  I learned 
Mr.  Hatfield  taught  his  first  school  at  Mt.  Herman,  in  1892. 

I loved  the  group  of  students  and  often  feel  I did  some  of  the  best 
teaching  I ever  did  at  that  school.  We  played  and  worked  together  as 
a happy  group.  After  planning  the  first  night  program,  the  parents 
and  others  living  in  the  farm  community  urged  me  to  drop  the  idea  as 
a group  of  boys  always  spoiled  such  programs  with  drink  and  shoot- 
ing. I thought  up  a clever  way  to  put  over  the  program  . . . and  did. 
Not  one  ugly  thing  happened  until  the  people  were  most  home  . . . 
someone  shot  a hole  through  the  front  door,  but  it  never  happened 
again  and  we  did  lots  of  interesting  things.  I earned  the  sum  of 
$40.00  per  month  the  first  term  I taught ; the  following  year,  I re- 
ceived $45.00  per  month.  From  my  earnings  I bought  clothes,  paid 
room  and  board  in  a farm  home,  put  some  in  the  bank  and  started 
paying  on  an  insurance  policy,  which  was  deposited  in  the  bank  as 
security  for  a loan  to  go  to  college.  Mr.  O.  E.  Cameron,  cashier, 
handled  this  loan  until  I graduated  from  the  East  Tennessee  Normal 
School. 

In  1915,  I did  not  return  to  Mt.  Herman  but  took  a teaching  place 
under  Supt.  Senter  Ivy,  called  Fairview,  near  Morristown,  Tennes- 
see. I worked  under  Supt.  Ivy  for  two  years,  and  while  teaching  at  the 
school,  lived  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Ross.  On  Sun- 
day, I taught  the  Adult  Sunday  School  class  at  the  Methodist  church. 

Again,  receive  a State  Certificate  of  First  Grade,  No.  3951.  This 
certificate  was  good  for  a term  of  five  years,  dated  July  1,  1915; 
signed  by  Samuel  W.  Sherrill,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction. Mr.  Sherrill  was  my  Elementary  Education  professor  prior 
to  his  becoming  our  State  Superintendent. 

Each  year,  when  my  work  ended  in  the  classroom,  I looked  for 
other  opportunities  of  earning  money  as  my  Grandmother  Frances 
encouraged  me  to  keep  climbing  the  educational  ladder  . . . she,  too, 
wanted  to  go  to  school  but  in  her  young  days,  a girl  was  thought  to 
need  only  spelling,  reading,  writing,  and  enough  arithmetic  to  count 
change.  It  was  my  custom  to  repay  the  bank  from  my  teaching  and 
summer  earnings ; then  borrow  for  the  next  term  at  college. 
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Copied  from  the  May  1917,  “Blue  and  Gold”  magazine  of  the 
Normal  School — also  called,  “Senior  Number.”  Under  the  title  of 
Class  History  is  this:  “One  member  of  our  class,  Lucy  A.  Embrey, 
hails  from  a distant  region,  Cookeville,  Tennessee.  She  is  the  only 
girl  in  the  family  . . . this  accounts  for  her  great  faculty  of  inde- 
pendence. At  an  early  age  this  bright-eyed  little  girl  completed  her 
education  in  that  section  of  the  state.  There  being  no  opportunity  for 
further  expansion  in  her  community,  she  came  to  the  Eastern  section 
of  the  state  to  avail  herself  of  the  great  opportunities  offered  here. 
At  the  completion  of  the  Fourth  Year  work  (some  years  ago)  ; she 
took  upon  herself  the  grave  responsibilities  of  a schoolmistress.  She 
entered  this  new  profession  with  the  spirit  of  a missionary  influencing 
and  inspiring  each  person  with  whom  she  came  in  contact,  and  soon 
became  a community  favorite.  To  what  further  heights  of  renown  her 
ambition  may  lead  her  remains  to  be  seen.” 

September  1917,  I returned  to  Cookeville,  the  town  where  born,  to 
serve  as  a teacher  in  the  new  state  school — Tennessee  Polytechnic 
Institute.  Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  doors  of  the  state  school,  an 
outstanding  event  was  the  Banquet  given  by  the  citizens  of  Cookeville 
in  honor  of  Commissioned  Officers  of  Putnam  County,  August  22, 
1917.  These  boys  as  friends  and  classmates  were  to  render  service  in 
our  first  World  War. 

I carried  a heavy  teaching  load — large  freshmen  classes;  serving 
as  the  assistant  matron  in  the  girls’  dormitory;  teaching  knitting  to 
110  girls;  checking  the  hospital  garments  for  the  Red  Cross  before 
shipping  to  the  designated  place ; walking  each  Sabbath  to  the  Meth- 
odist church  to  teach  a boys’  class;  chaperone  for  girls  to  ball  games, 
church  services  at  night,  and  on  other  off-campus  activities. 

In  the  fall  of  1918,  my  love  and  fondness  for  friends  of  East 
Tennessee  caused  me  to  decide  to  take  the  position  offered  in  home 
economics  at  the  new  High  School  of  Newport,  Tennessee.  I re- 
mained, as  a teacher,  in  the  school  for  three  terms — helping  the 
mothers  and  girls  raise  funds  to  equip  our  two  rooms  in  the  building- 
while  giving  daily  instruction  in  sewing  and  cooking.  The  many  din- 
ners and  luncheons  given  by  my  pupils  gave  proof  of  their  efficiency 
as  culinary  artists  . . . when  domestic  science  was  the  term  used  by  our 

122 


lucy’s  autobiography 


Tennessee  high  schools.  On  Sunday  mornings  I taught  the  Bible  class 
at  the  Methodist  church.  It  was  an  interesting  group  with  Lawyer 
Mims  always  on  hand  to  assist  with  the  discussion. 

During  the  school  term  of  1920-21  at  Newport,  news  came  of  my 
mother  having  a stroke.  I hastened  to  her  bedside  and  nursed  both 
night  and  day  for  over  two  weeks,  when  she  had  recovered  sufficiently 
for  me  to  return  to  my  school  duties. 

In  the  fall  of  1921,  was  at  the  Morristown  High  School;  rooming 
in  the  home  of  Mrs.  J.  O.  Rice  and  taking  my  meals  with  Misses  Eliza 
A.  Strode  and  Emma  Capps.  They  lived  on  the  hill  above  the  bank, 
where  a parking  lot  is  now  ready  to  take  charge  of  your  automobile 
while  you  shop. 

The  1921-22  term  of  school  at  Morristown  was  a time  of  thrilling 
experiences.  I appeared  on  the  Somo  Sala  program  with  a paper  on 
this  subject — “Food  and  its  relation  to  Health  and  Happiness”;  often 
assisted  with  luncheons,  bazaars,  Kiwanis  Club  programs  and  din- 
ners; D.A.R.  programs  and  teas. 

The  summers  of  1922  and  1923  were  spent  doing  things  for  the 
improvement  of  my  mother’s  health,  then  to  Peabody  College  for 
study  during  the  month  of  August ; returning  to  Morristown  by  way 
of  Chattanooga — stopping  to  visit  my  uncle  and  aunt  (the  Charles 
Embreys)  before  starting  on  my  fall  teaching. 

Christmas  1923  . 

A message  and  this  rhyme  came  to  cheer  me  on  with  my  load : 

“We  are  sending  hearty  wishes, 

But  we  owe  so  much  to  you 
For  your  loyal,  cheery  friendship 
That  a million  more  are  due, 

Hope  to  square  up  with  you  sometime 
But  it  won’t  be  soon  we  know, 

For  the  longer  we  folks  know  you — 

Sakes  alive!  The  more  we  owe!” 

Again,  when  vacation  time  arrived,  T took  my  mother  to  Red  Boil- 
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ing  Springs,  Tennessee,  for  two  weeks  before  entering  Peabody  Col- 
lege for  further  study. 

The  1923-24  school  year  at  M.H.S.  we  had  Professor  S.  L.  Wood- 
ward as  superintendent  of  city  schools.  The  school  parties,  ball  games, 
exhibits,  cafeteria  luncheons,  D.A.R.  programs,  etc.  made  a spicy 
year  for  all  of  us. 

These  lines  from  the  letter  of  a friend  in  1923 : 

“You  have  the  true  spirit  of  life  . . . living  for  others;  I did  not 
always  know  that  as  well  as  I do  now,  and  time  and  effort  invested 
in  others,  when  their  needs  are  great  make  the  best  investment  in 
the  world.  I know  your  flu  patients  appreciated  your  kindness,  and 
the  girls  to  whom  you  write  will  be  benefited  by  keeping  in  touch 
with  you.  You  can  be  a great  power  for  good  among  the  young  people 
and  I hope  you  will  turn  yourself  loose  for  all  the  love  and  service 
you  can  crowd  into  the  days  and  years  that  are  passing  so  swiftly 
by!” 

Another  friend  wrote:  “It  seems  that  you  were  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  helping  folks  along.” 

“It  is  my  joy  in  life  to  find 
At  the  turning  of  the  road 
The  strong  arm  of  a comrade  kind 
To  help  me  onward  with  my  load ; 

And  since  I have  no  gold  to  give, 

And  love  alone  must  make  amends, 

My  only  prayer  is,  while  I live, 

God  make  me  worthy  of  my  friends.” 

Where  these  lines  came  from,  I do  not  know.  Often  I do  lines,  and 
at  other  times,  I memorize  lines  I find  in  books  or  magazines. 

From  my  scrapbook  of  treasured  lines  comes  these: 

“Trouble  never  leaks  out  of  a closed  mouth.” 

“Shun  idleness — it  is  the  rust  that  attaches  itself  to  the  most  brilliant 

metals.” 

“Give  to  the  world  the  best  you  have, 

And  the  best  will  come  back  to  you.” 
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At  Morriston  High,  we  did  many  outstanding  things  but  the  one 
thing  my  pupils  enjoyed  most  was  the  publishing  of  the  M.H.S. 
Broadcaster  as  a supplement  to  the  Daily  Gazette  and  Mail.  I served 
as  the  editor  and  on  Tuesday,  January  22,  1924  our  efforts  were 
rewarded. 

THRIFT  AXIOMS  in  our  publication 
“Save  (the  small  change)  usually  spent.  It  may  make  a (big  change) 
in  your  later  life.” 

“Save,  young  man,  and  become  respectable  and  respected.  It  is  the 
surest  way.  If  you  would  be  wealthy,  think  of  saving  as  well  as 
getting.” 

“Thrift  is  a habit,  not  a hardship.” 

“Thrift  takes  you  up  the  ladder  . . . waste  brings  you  down.” 

“To  him  who  does  everything  in  its  proper  place  one  day  is  worth 
three.” 

“No  person  will  have  occasion  to  complain  of  the  want  of  time  who 
never  loses  any.” 

A FINANCIAL  CREED  suggested  by  The  National  Thrift 
Committee 

“I  believe  in  the  United  States  of  America,  my  opportunity  and  hope 
depend  on  her  future. 

1 believe  that  her  stability  and  progress  rest  upon  the  industry  and 
THRIFT  of  her  people. 

Therefore,  1 will  work  hard  and  live  simply. 

I will  spend  less  than  I earn. 

I will  save  consistently. 

I will  invest  thoughtfully. 

To  increase  the  financial  strength  of  my  country  and  myself,  I will 
buy  government  securities. 

1 will  hold  above  barter  the  obligations  my  country  thus  incurs. 

I will  do  these  things  to  insure  the  greatness  of  AMERICA'S 
future.” 

One  of  my  students  wrote  these  lines  for  our  MHS  paper:  “We 
often  think  our  department  could  appropriately  be  called  the  “Lend-a- 
Hand  Department"  for  we  spend  a portion  of  our  time  helping  others. 
We  make  costumes  for  operettes,  mend  athletic  uniforms,  help  with 
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pie  sales,  jitney  lunches,  silver  teas,  the  selling  of  Christmas  seals, 
the  securing  of  magazine  subscriptions,  and  the  making  of  candy  for 
unfortunate  children,  or,  the  dressing  of  dolls." 

When  the  school  term  closed  in  May,  I left  for  a tour  of  the 
Eastern  section  of  the  United  States,  then  to  the  southern  border  of 
Canada. 

As  usual,  I spent  several  weeks  studying  at  George  Peabody,  Nash- 
ville, thence  to  the  state  of  Mississippi  to  do  Vocational  Education 
work  in  cooperation  with  the  state  department  of  education  and  the 
U.S.  Department  of  education. 

September  1925,  am  at  Pleasant  Grove,  Mississippi,  taking  over 
the  duties  of  a home  economics  teacher  in  a Full-time  Vocational 
School.  The  EVENING  classes  were  for  women  over  16  years  of 
age.  The  work  was  sponsored  by  the  State  and  Federal  Vocational 
Department  of  Home  Economics  Education.  The  school,  church,  and 
community  were  improved  materially,  spiritually,  and  mentally  while 
engaged  in  this  much  worthwhile  instruction.  Dinners  were  served  to 
the  teachers  of  the  county,  district  church  groups,  and  farmers  of 
the  community.  The  farm  women  sent  an  exhibit  of  48  jars  to  a 
National  Contest  conducted  by  Hazel- Atlas  Glass  Company.  They 
won  third  place,  a prize  of  $60.00,  which  was  used  in  buying  more 
modern  canning  equipment.  These  same  women  helped  to  raise  funds 
for  a DELCO  lighting  system  to  be  installed  in  the  building  and 
nearby  teacherage  (rural  electricity  unknown).  Did  we  enjoy  the 
bright  lights? 

Again  in  1926,  these  same  farm  women  and  their  daughters  dis- 
played their  products  at  the  Panola  County  Fair  and  returned  to  the 
community  with  FIRST  prize.  We  did  much  to  improve  the  home 
vegetable  garden  as  to  quality,  pests,  variety  of  vegetables,  and  length 
of  production. 

A farm  woman  sent  me  these  lines : 

“A  garden  is  a lovely  thing,  at  first  so  young  and  green, 

Later  bearing  delicious  fruits — worthy  of  a queen. 

Right  through  are  rows  with  even  form,  the  plants  with  vigor  grow 
Upon  the  stems  upon  every  side,  the  fruit  hangs  full  and  low. 
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The  beds  are  made  in  perfect  form,  some  round,  some  long'  and 
square, 

The  vegetables  rival  the  Orient  in  beauty, — with  colors  rich  and  rare. 

A garden  is  a lovely  thing,  filled  with  health  and  wealth  sent  from 
above, 

And  every  plant  which  blossoms  there — reflects  the  MASTER'S 
love.” 

We  continued  to  climb  the  ladder  of  success  until  we  received  a 
lovely  brick  cottage  for  our  home  economics  teaching.  Congress  dis- 
continued our  appropriation  because  many  states  were  jealous  about 
the  states  getting  this  special  money  for  rural  women's  education. 
Back  to  Peabody  College  in  September  1927  I went  to  complete  my 
requirements  for  both  the  B.S.  and  M.A.  degrees. 

Often  it  is  the  “little  things”  that  cheer  and  give  courage  along  the 
road  of  life:  “all  are  sick  over  the  person  that  succeeds  you — we 
would  be  glad  to  trade  back."  (A  poorly  equipped  teacher  for  girls  is 
like  giving  up  a good  preacher  for  an  untrained  one).  From  a country 
merchant  came  these  words  : “We  miss  your  cheerful  good-mornings, 
the  snappy  way  that  you  had  of  doing  things,  the  pleasant  “Than! 
you,’’  when  a little  thing  was  done  for  you.  I say  that  we  miss  all 
this.  While  these  little  things  may  not  seem  to  amount  to  very  much 
— yet,  they  are  an  INDEX  of  the  life.  They  have  such  a wonderful 
influence  over  other  lives  that  they  come  in  contact  with.  We  feel 
that  our  life  has  been  made  brighter  and  pleasanter  by  having  YOU 
with  us  these  years.  You  did  a wonderful  good  work,  when  here,  and 
we  are  very  thankful  for  it.  Some  day,  in  declining  years,  perhaps, 
you  may  look  back  and  view  with  satisfaction  the  years  spent  here. 
We  know  some  lives  were  made  happier  by  having  come  in  contact 
with  you.” 

On  one  occasion  was  asked  to  give  the  Welcome  Address  to  a Meth- 
odist church  group.  This  was  my  address — “I  have  divided  my  ad- 
dress into  seven  parts,  as  a minister  does  his  sermon,  and  by  the  time 
I get  to  my  seventh  part  you’ll  probably  be  seven  times  as  glad  to 
have  me  quit.  Instead  of  my  divisions  being  1-2-3-4-5-6-7,  the  parts 
of  my  speech  are  w-e-l-c-o-m-e. 


127 


THE  EMBREY  FAMILY 


W — is  for  wish.  My  real  wish  is  that  you  may  each  enjoy  the  pro- 
gram and  not  wish  you  had  stayed  home. 

E — is  for  entertain  and  I am  sure  the  remainder  of  the  program  is 
going  to  be  real  good  and  will  entertain  you  very  much. 

L— -is  for  love,  which  I have  for  the  God  who  gave  me  life  and  the 
privilege  of  expressing  my  individuality. 

C— is  for  Christian.  The  type  of  folks  we  are.  “The  Son  of  man 
came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  His 
life  a ransom  for  many.” 

O — is  for  object.  And  the  object  of  these  few  words  is  to  tell  you, 
one  and  all,  large  and  small,  that  we  are  delighted  to  see  so  many 
here.  We  bid  you  welcome  to  the  Missionary  Program. 

M — is  for  message  and  that  is  the  treat  the  Conference  President 
brings  to  the  Auxiliaries. 

E — is  for  end.  That  means  I have  almost  reached  the  end  of  this 
address  of  welcome.  When  we  come  to  the  end  of  the  program, 
we  hope  you  will  feel  it  was  good  to  have  been  here  and  be  glad 
you  came.  I now  will  end  this  eloquence  by  again  bidding  you 
welcome  to  the  program.” 

While  working  on  my  thesis  for  the  M.A.  degree,  in  1928,  news 
came  of  my  mother  being  very  ill.  I left  for  her  home  at  once.  The 
instructors  of  George  Peabody  College  granted  me  permission  to  stay 
as  long  as  necessary ; upon  arrival  in  Cookeville,  found  her  dead.  She 
was  prepared  for  burial — and  after  the  funeral,  I took  the  four  o’clock 
train  back  to  Nashville;  resumed  my  thesis  work  on  the  following- 
day.  All  college  requirements  were  completed  on  schedule  time.  I did 
not  discuss  my  problem  or  thoughts  with  classmates.  This  surprise 
letter  came  and  gave  me  courage  to  carry  my  burden — 

“Office  of  Ernest  H.  Boyd,  Attorney-General 
for 

Fifth  Judicial  Circuit 

Cookeville,  Tennessee,  Dec.  10,  1928 

Miss  Lucy  Embrey 
c/o  Peabody  College 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
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Dear  Lucy: 

My  wife  and  I have  often  spoken  of  your  determined  ambition  to 
obtain  a thorough  Education  and  of  the  rare  zeal  and  ability  with 
which  you  have  prosecuted  your  studies.  You  have  so  abundantly 
demonstrated  your  ability,  zeal,  and  industry  that,  not  withstanding 
you  have  been  deprived  of  your  parents,  no  one,  who  knows  you,  can 
doubt  but  that  success  will  be  your  portion.  In  your  efforts  to  acquire 
the  best  possible  preparation  for  life’s  duties  you  have  recognized  no 
barrier  or  difficulties  except  to  overcome  them. 

We  know  that  your  success  in  life  is  assured.  It  seems  that  more 
often  than  otherwise  what  is  usually  regarded  as  splendid  advantages 
for  a child  prove  to  be  disadvantages, — fortuitous  circumstances 
often  deprive  children  of  self-reliance  and  proper  application — while 
the  lack  of  these  things  have  developed  self-reliance  and  unconquer- 
able spirit  in  most  of  those  whose  lives  have  counted  most  in  the 
world. 

With  your  ability,  experience,  and  thorough  training,  I do  not 
apprehend  that  in  securing  desirable  positions  you  will  need  letters  of 
commendation  from  those  who  know  you, — but,  should  you  at  any 
time  conclude  that  such  letters  would  be  advantageous  do  not  hesitate 
to  call  upon  me  as  one  of  your  friends,  who  would  esteem  it  as  a rare 
privilege  to  bear  testimony,  to  any  School  Board  or  individual  to 
whom  you  may  make  application  for  a position,  concerning  your 
splendid  worth  and  rare  competency. 

Hoping  that  the  same  unconquerable  spirit  which  has  led  you  thus 
far  in  your  determination  to  thoroughly  equip  yourself  for  the  largest 
possible  sphere  of  usefulness  will  fortify  you  and  make  it  possible  for 
you  to  bear  your  loss  with  Christian  resignation,  and,  if  possible,  a 
still  more  resolute  purpose  to  succeed  in  the  largest  possible  held  of 
usefulness.  I am 

Very  sincerely, 

Ernest  H.  Boyd 

During  the  Christmas  holidays,  I packed  and  prepared  my  mother’s 
things  for  storage.  January,  1929,  I went  to  Clarendon,  Arkansas, 
to  assume  the  duties  of  Monroe  County’s  Home  Demonstration 
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Agent.  It  was  a county  that  had  suffered  terribly  from  the  flood  of 
1927  and  high  waters  in  1928;  then,  again  in  the  spring  of  1929.  I 
never  saw  farm  women  more  eager  to  forget  their  sufferings  by 
improving  everything  within  the  house  and  then  to  the  outside  lawn 
or  garden.  Many  women  were  forced  to  earn  their  improvement 
money  because  the  husband  was  carrying  his  farm  improvement  load 
— the  purchase  of  livestock,  repairing  or  making  a new  fence,  buying- 
new  machinery,  etc.  (If  you  have  not  seen  or  had  about  8 feet  of  flood 
water  in  your  house  and  over  your  land,  you  cannot  understand  the 
problems  these  farmers  and  their  families  faced.) 

My  district  home  demonstration  agent  remarked  after  the  Exten- 
sion Workers  Conference,  in  August,  “Lucy  Embrey,  you  have  been 
given  the  brightest  feather — -first  place  in  the  district  and  state  pub- 
licity contest.”  Again,  in  1930,  Lucy  Embrey  was  one  of  three  Exten- 
sion agents  granted  “leave  of  absence”  for  study  in  Europe.  While 
abroad,  I made  a study  of  Rural  people — their  homes  and  family  life; 
visited  colleges  of  agriculture;  studied  handcrafts  in  France,  Eng- 
land, Holland,  Belgium,  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  Germany.  Passport 
Number  241427. 

1931,  finds  Lucy  Embrey  receiving  another  honor,  as  Home 
Demonstration  Agent  . . . “an  invitation  to  attend  the  President’s 
Conference  on  Home  Building  and  Home  Ownership  at  Washington, 
D.C.  from  December  second  to  fifth,  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
one.”  (Did  I go?  Why  not?  Who  went?) 

“A  note  to  congratulate  you  on  the  returns  of  Monday’s  meeting. 
(I  got  every  single  dime  I asked  the  COURT  to  give  for  EXTEN- 
SION WORK).  You  have  'followed  thru,’  as  they  say  in  golf, 
splendidly  . . . and  I want  you  to  know  I appreciate  it  very  much  . . . 
in  spite  of  the  'extras’  this  year,  your  faithfulness  and  loyalty  made 
the  year’s  work  pleasant.  Maybe  a little  early  for  a 'Thanksgiving’ 
letter,  but  I wanted  to  say,  ‘Thank  You’  anyway. 

With  love  D.H.D.A.” 

A “Thank  You”  from  the  president  of  Monroe  County  Fair  Asso- 
ciation: “Our  County  Fair  is  over,  it  was  successful  on  account  of 
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your  untiring  efforts  and  hard  work.  I want  to  extend  to  you  and  to 
those  that  assisted  you  my  best  congratulations  on  the  success.” 

In  December  1933,  I was  forced  to  bed  for  rest  . . . for  over  one 
year,  I had  to  take  each  day  easy  until  my  normal  strength  returned. 
One  farm  woman  wrote,  “Never  know  the  value  of  a well  until  it 
goes  dry.” 

September  5,  1934,  came  this  letter  from  the  State  Home  Demon- 
stration Agent  of  Arkansas: 

“While  I knew  that  you  needed  the  rest  and  probably  should  have 
taken  it  much  sooner  than  you  did,  I do  want  you  to  know  that  we 
were  very  sorry  indeed  to  have  to  lose  you  even  temporarily  from 
our  force.  You  have  indeed  been  a conscientious  and  loyal  worker 
during  the  years  that  you  have  been  with  us  as  a member  of  the 
Extension  staff.  Not  only  your  splendid  subject-matter  training  but 
your  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  problems  of  the  farm  women, 
your  ability  to  get  their  interest,  and  your  decided  flair  for  organiza- 
tion were  responsible  for  the  most  successful  program  which  you 
put  on  in  Monroe  County.  You  gave  splendid  publicity  to  your  work, 
always,  which  not  only  helped  your  own  program  but  stimulated  the 
work  in  surrounding  counties. 

When  you  have  it  in  mind  to  resume  work,  please  do  not  hesitate 
to  use  my  name,  as  I shall  be  most  happy  to  express  our  appreciation 
of  your  ability. 

Cordially  yours, 

Connie  J.  Bonslagel” 

These  lines  from  letters  of  friends  that  were  much  concerned 
over  my  having  to  rest  from  over-work: 

“She  appeared  worn-out  from  over  work.  Under  rest  and  hospitali- 
zation she  responded  nicely.” 

“She  has  an  unusual  capacity  for  dealing  with  people  of  all  classes 
and  for  endearing  herself  to  them.” 

“She  is  an  excellent  organizer,  a hard  worker,  easy  to  work  with 
and  will  make  a success  of  any  job  that  she  undertakes.” 

“She  possesses  a wonderful  personality  and  is  capable  in  any  ttn- 
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dertaking.  She  is  strong  in  body,  great  in  mind,  and  noble  in  heart.” 
“You  have  certainly  made  a place  for  yourself  in  the  hearts  of  the 
farm  women.” 

“Want  to  congratulate  you  and  your  charming  manner.” 

The  year  1934  was  spent  doing  less  physical  work  but  “earning 
my  keep"  from  day  to  day  in  various  ways.  One  loyal  farmwife  wrote 
—“You  were  always  so  kind  and  cheerful.  We  forgot  our  many 
sorrows  after  seeing  you.” 

1935  found  me  back  on  the  “bring  line”  as  soldiers  say.  I went  to 
Lee  County,  Virginia  to  sell  Home  Demonstration  Work  to  friends 
and  foe  alike.  At  Christmastime  this  little  rhyme  came  from  the 
jonesville  H.  D.  Club. 

“Christmas  and  New  Year  Greetings 
Though,  very  late 
Are  not  altogether  out  of  date 
With  FAITH  and  ENERGY  we  know  you 
Will  begin  the  year. 

Hoping  no  clouds  on  the  way  will  ever  appear.” 

While  serving  as  home  agent  in  Lee  County,  Virginia,  I had  the 
thrill  of  knowing  descendants  of  pioneer  families  that  were  skilled 
in  preparing  foods  for  the  hospitable  meals  served  in  their  homes; 
judging  County  Fairs  in  nearby  counties,  where  in  1700  ancestors 
of  mine  served  in  battle  to  protect  the  frontier  homes.  These  words 
from  a farm  woman  after  I left  the  county  for  needed  rest:  “Re- 
member you  put  LEE  COUNTY  on  the  map.  Hurry  back.” 

When  I did  not  return  to  Lee  County  for  work,  this  message  came 
from  a friend  of  the  county:  “I  hope  you  may  find  an  environment 
that  will  make  you  forget  the  unpleasant  part  that  you  have  had  to 
endure  at  the  hands  of  a SELFISH  few.  I wish  for  you  all  the  happi- 
ness and  good  things  you  so  richly  deserve.” 

These  lines  from  “COMPENSATION”  by  Edgar  A.  Guest  have 
been  greatly  appreciated  through  the  years. 
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“I’d  hate  to  think  when  life  is  through 
That  I had  lived  my  round  of  years 
A useless  kind,  that  leaves  behind 
No  record  in  this  vale  of  tears; 

That  I had  wasted  all  my  days 
By  treading  only  SELFISH  ways, 

And  that  this  world  would  be  the  same 
If  it  had  never  known  my  name.’’ 

I became  keenly  interested  in  genealogical  work  and  did  research 
for  people  interested  in  their  ancestral  lines  and  thereby  became  ac- 
quainted with  folks  in  many  states  and  patriotic  organizations. 

I was  offered  a hostess  position  at  Camp  Tyson  but  decided  the 
duties  might  be  too  strenuous  for  one  fighting  a battle  with  ANE- 
MIA, so,  continued  my  research  work  until  I returned  to  rural  teach- 
ing in  Washington  County,  Tennessee,  under  Superintendent  Wilbur 
Morrison.  I taught  at  Oak  Hill,  in  the  Knob  Creek  community.  I kept 
my  room  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Alfred  Grigg  (Kate  Crawford)  on 
Locust  Street,  Johnson  City,  Tennessee.  She  was  a “dee-light ful” 
character  and  we  were  close  friends  until  her  death  in  1956. 

Many  of  the  Knob  Creek  families  were  descendants  of  early  settlers 
from  Virginia.  These  were  happy  days  and  years  at  school;  our 
P.T.A.  won  many  laurels  for  their  activities.  We  had  an  ideal  setting: 
farm  homes,  church,  and  school  working  together. 

I grew  to  love  the  people  of  the  community  dearly  and  often  felt 
God  chose  the  place  for  me  to  regain  my  physical  strength  as  well 
as  my  spiritual  power  of  endurance. 

In  the  summer  of  1946,  while  visiting  in  southwest  Virginia,  I 
met  a man  that  continued  to  urge  me  to  become  his  life-partner. 
Finally,  I decided  to  accept  his  offer  (which  did  not  come  true)  and 
married  on  December  24,  1946.  (My  uncle  passed  away  in  March 
1946,  leaving  me  the  last  of  the  Embrey  family).  In  February  1947, 
my  husband’s  health  became  impaired  and  I was  forced  to  return 
to  the  classroom  to  support  myself  and  keep-up  the  miniature  farm; 
pay  taxes  and  improve  both  the  house  and  grounds  from  year  to 
year  preparatory  to  some  future  sale. 
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The  year  1952  was  filled  with  duties  from  daylight  until  bedtime. 
I became  a member  of  the  Peabody  College  living  endowment  club. 

Notes  from  the  Gazette-Mail  of  1953: 

“The  former  Miss  Lucy  Embrey  stopped  to  see  us  enroute  to  her 
home  in  southwest  Virginia  after  a visit  to  Mississippi,  and  Ar- 
kansas, where  she  was  engaged  in  home  economics  teaching  some 
years  ago  for  the  Extension  Division  of  the  U.S.  Dept,  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

She  is  a brunette  with  lovely  brown  eyes  that  always  smile ; she  is 
still  as  pretty  as  when  she  came  here  in  her  girlhood.  She  was  wel- 
comed by  her  many  old  friends  but  felt  herself  a stranger  among  the 
many  new  faces  she  encountered.” 

Another  newspaper  note — “'Former  citizens  interested  in  the  CEN- 
TENNIAL flooded  our  Gazette-Mail  office  with  letters.  One  such 
nice  letter  came  from  Mrs.  Lucy  Embrey  Wilson,  now  of  that  part  of 
Virginia,  called  Powell  Valley,  near  Norton,  Virginia.  Miss  Lucy 
taught  in  the  high  school  here  about  1921,  and  roomed  at  the  wel- 
coming house  of  the  late  Mrs.  J.  O.  Rice. 

“She  closes  her  letter  with  these  words : ‘Good  wishes  for  each  day 
and  kindest  regards  to  those  dear  friends  whose  names  are  on  my 
memory  list  !’  ” 

The  Brinkley  ARGUS  of  Arkansas  printed  in  their  December  9, 
1954  issue,  a letter  from  a County  Home  Demonstration  Agent  of 
1929-34.  “She  is  a widow  on  a small  farm,  which  she  manages  12 
months  each  year,  and  at  the  same  time,  spends  nine  months  in  a rural 
classroom.  Each  hour  of  every  day  is  so  carefully  planned  there  are 
no  minutes  for  laziness.  She  does  many  things  to  bring  happiness  to 
others.  She  is  a Life  Member  of  the  George  Peabody  College  Alumni 
Association,  Nashville,  Tennessee.'”  (This  is  a part  of  the  letter 
published.) 

In  1955,  The  Virginia  Historical  Society  sent  a membership  cer- 
tificate, which  reads : “This  is  to  Certify  that  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Embrey 
Wilson  has  been  elected  to  Life  Membership  in  the  Virginia  His- 
torical Society,  this  the  17th  day  of  November  1955.  J.  M.  J.,  Cor- 
responding Secretary.” 

1956  proved  to  be  another  busy  year  at  school  and  on  the  farm  from 
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four  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  nine  or  ten  o’clock  at  night.  Occasion- 
ally people  going  by  the  house  stopped  to  inquire  if  I’d  consider  selling 
the  farm.  This  led  me  to  know  there  were  interested  families. 

At  Christmas  time,  a Miss  Embrey  I had  met  through  letters  of 
inquiry  as  to  ancestral  lines,  sent  a lovely  wish. 

"God  grant  these  gifts  to  you: 

His  Star  to  lead  you  on  your  way, 

The  joy,  the  faith,  the  friendship 
That  comes  with  each  glad  day, 

And  ever  in  the  NEW  YEAR 
Like  an  answer  to  a prayer, 

The  Light  of  Peace  to  bless  you 
And  guide  you — Everywhere.” 

The  year  1957  started  out  with  a full  schedule  from  early  morn 
until  late  at  night.  I grew  more  determined  to  sell  the  small  farm 
and  get  a place  where  more  relaxation  could  be  enjoyed.  The  ac- 
tivities remained  the  same  for  me  at  home  and  school.  Finally,  a man 
became  interested  in  the  place  and  prepared  his  papers  for  a G.I. 
Loan  and  I made  plans  to  find  a home  elsewhere.  I retired  June  1, 
1958,  with  a perfect  attendance  record  for  ten  years’  service  in  Vir- 
ginia schools.  Those  ten  years  were  long  and  hard  for  I averaged 
from  15-18  hours  daily,  seven  days  per  week,  with  chickens,  garden, 
orchard,  berries,  and  flowers  besides  my  housekeeping  duties. 

On  November  20,  1958,  I left  the  farm  to  younger  hands  and  took 
up  my  abode  in  my  native  state — TENNESSEE.  My  pocketbook 
not  being  very  large  I purchased  a run-down  house  and  turned  it 
into  a comfortable,  clean,  and  attractive  cottage  where  friends  could 
be  at  home  any  day  or  hour. 

In  December  1959,  a lovely  surprise  from  friends  of  other  years — 
a LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  in  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society,  signed 
by  George  M.  Chinn,  secretary. 

Then,  came  this  little  verse  to  remind  me — “one  dee-lightful  year” 
had  passed  but  filled  with  memories  dear. 
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“A  little  house  to  live  in, 

Founded  on  contentment, 

And  all  securely  walled  about 
With  cheer  and  merriment ; 

Peace  within  abiding, 

Love  at  its  portals,  too. 

And  in  this  little  house  of  joy 
Just  Lucy  and  her  things,  too.” 

CHRISTMAS 
December  25,  1959 

This  bright,  warm,  sunny  Christmas  morning  causes  me  to  recall 
the  many  stories  I’ve  read  of  the  birth  of  OUR  SAVIOUR  in  the 
little  town  of  Bethlehem.  We  Americans,  perhaps  more  than  other 
people  in  the  world  show  abounding'  generosity  to  “all  classes,  kinds, 
and  conditions”  at  the  holiday  season.  It  is  our  Christian  duty  to 
think  of  the  happiness  of  others  every  day  of  the  year,  and  the  truly 
noble  soul  can’t  be  fully  happy  while  others  are  in  misery.  Many  need 
an  insight  into  the  lives  of  those  less  fortunate  than  ourselves.  The 
giving  of  ourselves,  as  well  as  our  goods,  is  indeed,  the  true  Christ- 
mas spirit.  This  Christmas  spirit  should  represent  the  true  spirit  of 
the  home,  embodying  all  the  love,  kindness,  and  sympathy  craved  by 
the  human  heart.  Christmas  should  educate  the  world  in  love,  cheer- 
fulness, thoughtfulness,  and  ought  to  be  the  happiest  time  of  the 
year. 

Turning  the  pages  of  my  LIFE’S  JOURNEY  for  the  forty-six 
years  of  my  public  service,  I recollect  comrades  kind,  thoughtful, 
and  generous.  I did  not  possess  the  wealth  of  them,  but  in  turn,  tried 
to  use  my  talents  for  their  happiness. 

In  this  memory  book,  I find  these  anonymous  lines  some  wonderful 
person  was  able  to  pen : 

“Can  you  say  tonight  in  parting  with  the  day  that’s  slipping  fast. 
That  you  helped  a single  person  of  the  many  you  have  passed  ? 

Is  a single  life  rejoicing  over  what  you  did  or  said, 

Does  someone  whose  hopes  were  fading,  now  with  courage,  look 
ahead  ? 
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Did  you  waste  the  day  or  lose  it,  was  it  well  or  poorly  spent? 

Did  you  leave  a trail  of  kindness  or  a scar  of  discontent? 

As  you  close  your  eyes  in  slumber,  do  you  think  that  God  would 
say — 

‘You  have  made  the  world  much  better  for  the  life  you’ve  lived  to- 
day?’ ” 

The  year  of  1960  started  out  pleasantly  with  cheery  messages  from 
friends  in  many  states.  I continued  to  work  on  my  manuscript  and  had 
the  joy  of  seeing  it  completed  by  the  time  my  sixty-fifth  birthday 
arrived,  May  27,  1960. 

My  Philosophy  of  Life  is  best  expressed  in  these  lines  that  came 
into  my  possession  early  in  life: 

“Live  just  today,  nor  fear  the  coming  morrow; 

Live  just  today,  ’tis  all  that  you  should  do. 

Enough  the  present,  with  its  cares  engrossing. 

Live  just  today,  safe  hid  the  distant  view. 

Live  just  today,  and  live,  Oh,  live  it  sanely; 

Live  just  today,  and  meet  it  with  a smile. 

Some  traveler,  faint,  may  need  your  courage ; 

Live  just  today,  and  make  it  more  worth  while. 

Live  just  today,  remembering  hours  of  gladness; 

Live  just  today,  and  meet  it  like  a friend. 

Tho’  clouds  dark  lower,  the  sunshine  hides  behind  them : 

Live  just  today,  and  sweet  shall  be  its  end.” 

EDUCATION  RECORD  OF  LUCY  ALEXANDER  EMBREY 
The  Elementary  School  Certificate  was  received  May  1909. 

The  Cookeville  High  School  Diploma  was  awarded,  May  27,  1912. 
1912. 

The  “Honor  Roll”  teaching  certificate  granted  July  1912. 

The  East  Tennessee  Normal  Diploma  presented  by  President  S.  G. 
Gilbreath  June  1917.  At  the  same  time,  a Home  Economics  Cer- 
tificate was  granted  for  work  in  that  field,  to  young  women  de- 
siring to  teach  in  the  high  schools  of  Tennessee. 
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The  B.S.  degree,  George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers,  was  con- 
ferred, 6-8-1928. 

The  M.A.  degree,  George  Peabody  College  of  Teachers,  was  con- 
ferred, 6-7-1929. 

My  M.A.  Thesis  was  on  The  Development  of  the  Butterick  Pattern 
Industry;  Ellen  Butterick,  1863,  offered  her  husband,  a country 
tailor,  an  idea  which  lie  later  decided  a good  one.  This  was  her  idea 
—“Do  you  know  there  are  a great  many  mothers  who  would  like 
patterns  from  which  to  make  their  little  boys’  and  girls’  clothes?” 

The  Lewis  Hotel  Training  School  Diploma  arrived,  April  14,  1938. 
Their  slogan,  “The  original  and  only  school  of  its  kind  in  the 
world.” 

A Certificate  of  Merit  in  Genealogy  awarded  in  recognition  of  orig- 
inal research  and  a meritorious  contribution  to  the  archives  of 
American  genealogy.  Lucy  A.  Embrey  being  elected  a Life  Fellow 
of  the  Institute  of  American  Genealogy,  the  5th  Day  of  January 
1945. 


SOME  OUTSTANDING  AWARDS 

1—  — A Bible  for  one  years’  perfect  attendance  at  Sunday  School  in 

1908. 

2—  Testament,  with  name  in  gold  for  memory  work;  given  by  the 
Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Attorney  Alfred  Algood,  Meth- 
odist Church,  Cookeville,  Term, 

3— — Free  trip  to  Black  Mountain,  N.C.  for  Y.W.C.A.  work  at  the 

East  Tennessee  Normal  School. 

4 —  Blue  Ribbon  for  the  first  public  outdoor  canning  demonstration 
in  glass  and  tin,  when  a student  at  East  Tennessee  Normal 
School.  The  big  oak  tree  still  standing  on  the  grounds,  under 
whose  branches  we  gave  the  demonstration. 

5 —  A tour  (June  1924)  of  the  Eastern  part  of  the  United  States 
and  Southern  Canada. 

6—  Miss  Cinthia  Baucom,  teacher  of  George  Peabody  College,  gave 
a Gold  thimble  for  highest  marks  in  millinery. 

7—  National  Canning  Prize  for  an  exhibit  of  products  in  glass  jars. 

8—  — State  Gardening  Contest,  Monroe  County,  Arkansas. 
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9 — National  Better  Homes  Award,  Monroe  County,  Arkansas — 
didn’t  get  to  accept  the  invitation  to  the  Better  Housing  Con- 
ference, Washington,  D.C. 

10 —  District  and  State  awards  in  a Publicity  Contest  sponsored  by  the 
the  Agricultural  Extension  Division  of  Arkansas  and  a Little 
Rock  newspaper. 

11 —  Studied  in  Europe  in  summer  of  1930 — “leave  of  absence"  being- 
granted  by  the  Arkansas  Division  of  Extension  and  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

12 —  In  1944,  had  two  delightful  weeks  in  Chicago  doing  research  at 
the  Institute  of  American  Genealogy  library  and  the  splendid 
Newberry  Library.  Found  the  museum  and  publications  of  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  Society  of  interest  and  extremely  help- 
ful in  research  work. 

HIGH  SCHOOL,  COLLEGE,  AND  COMMUNITY 
ACTIVITIES 

As  a high  school  student,  took  an  active  part  in  all  school  programs 
and  my  Sunday  School  class  raised  funds  for  the  salary  of  a mission- 
ary in  a foreign  country  that  seems  not  to  be  living  close  to  God  to- 
day; served  as  a waitress  at  ice  cream  suppers  that  were  given  on 
the  high  school  grounds  in  late  afternoons  and  evenings  for  church 
or  club  activities ; helped  clean  the  church  house  as  summer  janitors 
were  unknown  at  that  time;  assisted  in  the  sale  of  tickets  to  concerts, 
etc. 

When  a college  student,  was  an  officer  in  the  Home  Economics 
Club;  took  leading  parts  on  various  programs  and  in  all  types  of 
plays;  designed  and  made  costumes  for  plays,  pageants,  and  festivals; 
took  over  the  management  of  the  college  Y.W.C.A.  store,  when  it 
was  in  the  red  financially;  was  a group  leader,  when  giving  public 
canning  demonstrations ; assisted  in  serving  at  teas,  luncheons,  ban- 
quets, and  on  other  social  occasions.  (Note — not  having  a father  to 
hand  me  money,  had  to  fill  the  niche  that  did  not  require  money  or 
expensive  clothes. ) 

Some  of  the  joys  of  a teacher  of  home  economics  were  to  serve 
in  the  capacity  of  Sunday  School  teacher  or  superintendent  of  the 
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Sunday  School  in  various  states;  chairman  of  ways  and  means  com- 
mittees for  Parent-Teacher  Associations;  writing  news  stories  and 
preparing  exhibits  for  show  windows  or  county  fairs,  I have  been  an 
active  leader  in  rural  education  and  community  improvement  in 
Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and  Virginia.  A part  of  the  time,  was  em- 
ployed by  the  U.S.  Extension  Division — -having  taught  more  than 
1000  farm  girls  and  2000  farm  homemakers.  They  had  lessons  on 
nursing  the  sick ; preserving  meats  by  canning  in  tin ; attending  sum- 
mer camps ; making  thrift  garments  for  the  family,  when  farm  income 
was  scarce  (won’t  forget  the  year  cotton-farmers  received  3c  per 
pound  for  cotton).  During  the  period  of  floods  over  farm  land  in 
Monroe  County,  Arkansas,  I drove  over  a dry  road  in  the  morning 
and  a flooded  one  in  the  afternoon— -only  telephone  poles  or  fence 
posts  as  a guide.  Often,  while  the  farm  women  were  improving  their 
home  conditions  they  were,  also,  serving  as  leaders  in  Red  Cross  can- 
ning centers  or  raising  funds  for  community  projects. 
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My  Life’s  Tapestry 

I started  weaving  my  life’s  tapestry  at  birth  and  each  day  for 
sixty-five  years  the  weaving  has  been  going  on  and  will  continue  until 
the  last  hour  of  life’s  journey.  I have  watched  with  a thrill  the  blue, 
white,  silver,  purple,  green,  yellow,  red,  and  browns  as  they  expressed 
the  character  of  friends  and  those  I came  in  contact  with,  but — the 
greatest  thrills  came  from  the  weaving  of  the  gold  threads  of  genuine 
friendship. 

The  lovely  shades  of  blue  symbolize  faithful  and  sterling  friends; 
while  the  purple  threads  reveal  my  possession  of  those  friends  that 
represent  wealth,  rank,  dignity,  and  royal  blood.  Some  threads  of 
strong  character  are  found  in  the  shades  of  purple  that  range  from 
crimson  to  violet. 

There  are  those  cherished  friendships  due  to  their  purity,  innocence, 
happiness,  and  freedom  from  spot  or  stain  in  all  types  of  situations. 

Green  bespeaks  of  inexperienced,  youthful  beings,  and  adults  that 
cannot  be  trusted  for  many  reasons. 

Because  of  conduct  some  threads  of  brass  and  saffron  express  a 
spirit  of  jealousy  on  the  part  of  those  we  encounter  at  various  times 
and  places. 

I have  been  dee-lighted  to  weave  threads  denoting  friends  silvery 
with  age  . . . their  calmness,  peacefulness,  and  gentleness  gives  one 
an  upward  look  of  pride  and  joy. 

The  black  threads  had  to  be  used  to  show  gloomy,  shameful,  evil, 
and  wicked  experiences  produced  by  the  actions  or  words  of  youth, 
women,  and  men  along  life’s  road.  While  some  dark  threads  express 
sorrow  and  other  cruel  blows  ...  as  my  father's  death  at  four  months 
of  age;  my  home  being  stolen  by  shrewd  tricks  of  man ; my  arms  with 
blue  spots  or  my  back  with  stripes  from  being  pounded  by  a music  roll 
after  my  teacher  handed  me  my  elementary  grade-card ; my  beloved 
grandmother’s  death;  my  English  and  History  notebooks  being  used 
to  make  passing  marks  by  others;  loaning  money  to  a girl  to  pay  her 
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church  pledge;  letting  a preacher’s  wife  wear  my  best  dress  and  it 
returned  soiled — -causing  extra  expense;  befriending  a minister’s 
young  daughter  by  loaning  her  money  to  make  a payment  on  her  col- 
lege debt ; my  mother’s  illness,  death,  and  funeral  expenses ; a teacher 
that  wanted  my  position;  my  uncle’s  Will  being  destroyed  and  a new 
WILL  made  eight  days  before  he  said,  “Farewell  to  all  earthly  loved 
ones” ; a marriage  of  hardship,  toil,  sacrifice,  and  a worn  body  that 
demanded  an  early  retirement  in  order  to  preserve  physical  endurance. 

These  are  the  colored  threads  that  were  calmly  and  prayerfully 
woven  into  my  life’s  tapestry  since  birth. 
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